
Remembering Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Read to remember and celebrate the life and legacy of the great Civil Rights leader.

The Radical King
By Martin Luther King (Jr.)
A revealing collection that restores Dr. King as being every bit as radical as Malcolm X
Every year, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is celebrated as one of the greatest orators in US history, an
ambassador for nonviolence who became perhaps the most recognizable leader of the civil rights
movement. But after more than forty years, few people appreciate how truly radical he was.

Where Do We Go from Here
By Martin Luther King (Jr.)
In 1967, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., isolated himself from the demands of the civil rights movement, rented
a house in Jamaica with no telephone, and labored over his final manuscript. In this important work, which
has been unavailable for more than ten years, we find King’s acute analysis of American race relations and
the state of the movement after a decade of civil rights efforts.

King lays out his thoughts, plans, and dreams for America’s future, including the need for better jobs,
All Labor Has Dignity
By Martin Luther King (Jr.)
An unprecedented and timely collection of Dr. King's speeches on labor rights and economic
justicePeople forget that Dr. King was every bit as committed to economic justice as he was to ending
racial segregation. He fought throughout his life to connect the labor and civil rights movements,
envisioning them as twin pillars for social reform. As we struggle with a financial system that puts profits
before people, King's prophetic writings and speeches underscore his relevance for today. 

The Trumpet of Conscience
By Martin Luther King (Jr.)

In November and December 1967, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., delivered five lectures for the renowned
Massey Lecture Series of the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation. The collection was immediately released
as a book under the title Conscience for Change,  but after King's assassination in 1968, it was republished
as The Trumpet of Conscience.  The collection sums up his lasting creed and is his final testament on
racism, poverty, and war. 

Stride Toward Freedom
By Martin Luther King (Jr.), Clayborne Carson
The classic story of nonviolent resistance in America-The Montgomery bus boycott-written by Martin Luther
King, Jr.In early 1957, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., set out to write about the Montgomery bus boycott. King
described his book as "the chronicle of 50,000 Negroes who took to heart the principals of nonviolence, who
learned to fight for their rights with the weapon of love, and who, in the process, acquired a new estimate of
their own human worth."Released the next year, Stride Toward Freedomwas lauded by the general public
and literary critics, often labeled "must reading." 

Why We Can't Wait
By Martin Luther King (Jr.)
In this remarkable book—winner of the Nobel Peace Prize—Dr. King recounts the story of Birmingham in
vivid detail, tracing the history of the struggle for civil rights back to its beginnings three centuries ago and
looking to the future, assessing the work to be done beyond Birmingham to bring about full equality for
African Americans. Above all, Dr. King offers an eloquent and penetrating analysis of the events and
pressures that propelled the Civil Rights movement from lunch counter sit-ins and prayer marches to the
forefront of American consciousness.

Portage District Library • 300 Library Lane • Portage, Michigan 49002 • Phone: (269) 329-4544 • www.portagelibrary.info



Remembering Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Read to remember and celebrate the life and legacy of the great Civil Rights leader.

Redemption
By Joseph Rosenbloom
An immersive, humanizing, and demystifying look at the final hours of Dr. King's life as he seeks to revive
the non-violent civil rights movement and push to end poverty in America.

The Seminarian
By Patrick Parr
Martin Luther King Jr. was a cautious nineteen-year-old rookie preacher when he left Atlanta, Georgia, to
attend divinity school up north. At Crozer Theological Seminary, King, or "ML" back then, immediately
found himself surrounded by a white staff and white professors. In his three years at Crozer between 1948
and 1951, King delivered dozens of sermons around the Philadelphia area, had a gun pointed at him (twice),
played on the basketball team, and eventually became student body president. These experiences shaped
him into a man ready to take on even greater challenges.

Kennedy and King
By Steven Levingston
Kennedy and King  traces the emergence of two of the twentieth century's greatest leaders, their powerful
impact on each other and on the shape of the civil rights battle between 1960 and 1963. These two men
from starkly different worlds profoundly influenced each other's personal development. Kennedy's hesitation
on civil rights spurred King to greater acts of courage, and King inspired Kennedy to finally make a moral
commitment to equality.

Death of a King
By Tavis Smiley
A revealing and dramatic chronicle of the twelve months leading up to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s
assassination
Martin Luther King, Jr. died in one of the most shocking assassinations the world has known, but little is
remembered about the life he led in his final year. New York Times  bestselling author and award-winning
broadcaster Tavis Smiley recounts the final 365 days of King's life, revealing the minister's trials and
tribulations. 

The King Years
By Taylor Branch
The King Years delivers riveting tales of everyday heroes who achieved miracles in constructive purpose
and yet poignantly fell short. Here is the full sweep of an era that still reverberates in national politics. Its
legacy remains unsettled; there are further lessons to be discovered before free citizens can once again
move officials to address the most intractable, fearful dilemmas. 

This vital primer amply fulfills its author’s dedication: “For students of freedom and teachers of history.”

The Speech
By Gary Younge
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DELIVERED his powerful “I Have a Dream” speech on August 28, 1963. Fifty
years later, the speech endures as a defining moment in the civil rights movement. It continues to be
heralded as a beacon in the ongoing struggle for racial equality.
This gripping book is rooted in new and important interviews with Clarence Jones, a close friend of and draft
speechwriter for Martin Luther King Jr., and Joan Baez, a singer at the march, as well as Angela Davis and
other leading civil rights leaders. 
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Martin Luther King
By Godfrey Hodgson

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. is as relevant today as he was when he led civil rights campaigns in the 1950s
and 1960s. He was an agent and a prophet of political change in this country, and the election of President
Barack Obama is his direct legacy. 
Now from one of Britain's most experienced political observers comes a new, accessible biography of the
man and his works. 

April 4, 1968
By Michael Eric Dyson
On April 4, 1968, at 6:01 PM, while he was standing on a balcony at a Memphis hotel, Martin Luther King,
Jr. was shot and fatally wounded. Only hours earlier King—the prophet for racial and economic justice in
America—ended his final speech with the words, “I may not get there with you, but I want you to know
tonight, that we as a people will get to the Promised Land.”
Acclaimed public intellectual and best-selling author Michael Eric Dyson uses the fortieth anniversary of
King's assassination as the occasion for a provocative and fresh examination of Dr Martin Luther King. 

At Canaan's Edge
By Taylor Branch

At Canaan's Edge concludes America in the King Years, a three-volume history that will endure as a
masterpiece of storytelling on American race, violence, and democracy. Pulitzer Prize-winner and
bestselling author Taylor Branch makes clear in this magisterial account of the civil rights movement that
Martin Luther King, Jr., earned a place next to James Madison and Abraham Lincoln in the pantheon of
American history. 

Partners to History
By Donzaleigh Abernathy
Ralph David Abernathy and Martin Luther King Jr. were inseparable and together helped to establish what
would become the modern American Civil Rights Movement. They preached, marched, and were frequently
jailed together. Donzaleigh Abernathy, Ralph’s youngest daughter, has written Partners to History as a
testament to the courage, strength, and endurance of these men who stirred a nation with their moral
fortitude. She also pays tribute to the thousands of unsung heroes—the other partners to this history—who
were foot soldiers in the endless struggle for freedom, justice, and equality. 

The Dream
By Drew Hansen
A riveting account of the origins and legacy of "I Have a Dream" 
Forty years ago, Martin Luther King, Jr. electrified the nation when he delivered his "I Have a Dream"
speech from the steps of the Lincoln Memorial. King's prophetic utterances started the long-overdue
process of changing America's idea of itself. His words would enter the American lexicon, galvanizing the
civil rights movement, becoming a touchstone for all that the country might someday achieve.

The Measure of a Man
By Martin Luther King, Jr.
Why nonviolence matters

Eloquent and passionate, reasoned and sensitive, this pair of meditations by the revered civil-rights leader
contains the theological roots of his political and social philosophy of nonviolent activism.
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