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Ways to Make Sunshine

By Renée Watson

From Newbery Honor and Coretta Scott King Author Award winner Renée Watson comes the first book in a
young middle grade series about Ryan Hart, a girl who is pure spirit, kindness, and sunshine. Acclaimed
author Renée Watson writes her own version of Ramona Quimby, one starring a Black girl and her family,
in this start to a charming new series.

Look Both Ways

By Jason Reynolds

JUVENILE FICTION, REYNOLDS

From bestselling author Jason Reynolds comes a novel told in ten blocks, showing all the different
directions a walk home can take.

New Kid

By Jerry Craft

JUVENILE GRAPHIC NOVELS, CRAFT

A timely, honest graphic novel about starting over at a new school where diversity is low and the struggle
to fit in is real.

Class Act

By Jerry Craft

New York Times bestselling author Jerry Craft returns with a companion book to New Kid, winner of the

2020 Newbery Medal, the Coretta Scott King Author Award, and the Kirkus Prize. This time, it's Jordan's
friend Drew who takes center stage in another laugh-out-loud funny, powerful, and important story about

being one of the few kids of color in a prestigious private school.

Eighth grader Drew Ellis is no stranger to the saying "You have to work twice as hard to be just as good."

A Good Kind of Trouble

By Lisa Moore Ramée

From debut author Lisa Moore Ramée comes this funny and big-hearted debut middle-grade novel about
friendship, family, and standing up for what’s right, perfect for fans of Angie Thomas’s "The Hate U Give"
and the novels of Renée Watson and Jason Reynolds.

Twelve-year-old Shayla is allergic to trouble. All she wants to do is to follow the rules. (Oh, and she’d also
like to make it through seventh grade with her best friendships intact, learn to run track, and have a cute
boy see past her giant forehead.)

Clean Getaway

By Nic Stone

From New York Times bestselling author Nic Stone comes a middle-grade road-trip story through
American race relations past and present, perfect for fans of Jacqueline Woodson and Jason
Reynolds.

How to Go on an Unplanned Road Trip with Your Grandma: Grab a Suitcase (Prepacked from the big spring

break trip that got CANCELLED) and fasten your seatbelt! G'ma's never conventional, so this trip won't be
either
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A Day at the Museum

By Christine Platt

Ana and Andrew are excited when Grandma comes to stay. During her visit, the family tours the
Smithsonian Museum of African American History and Culture and learns about important African American
achievements. Aligned to Common Core standards and correlated to state standards. Calico Kid is an
imprint of Magic Wagon, a division of ABDO.

From the Desk of Zoe Washington
By Janae Marks

"Enticing and enthralling." --Jewell Parker Rhodes

From debut author Janae Marks comes a captivating mystery full of heart, as one courageous girl
questions assumptions, searches for the truth, and does what she believes is right--even in the face of
great opposition. A perfect book for fans of Front Desk and All Rise for the Honorable Perry T. Cook!

So Done

By Paula Chase

JUVENILE ROOM

When best friends Tai and Mila are reunited after a summer apart, their friendship threatens to combust
from the pressure of secrets, middle school, and the looming dance auditions for a new talented-and-gifted
program. Fans of Renée Watson's Piecing Me Together will love this memorable story about a complex
friendship between two very different African American girls--and the importance of speaking up.

Finding Langston

By Lesa Cline-Ransome

JUVENILE ROOM

When 11-year-old Langston's mother dies in 1946, he and his father leave rural Alabama for Chicago's
brown belt as a part of what came to be known as the Great Migration. It's lonely in the small apartment
with just the two of them, and at school Langston is bullied. But his new home has one fantastic thing.
Unlike the whites-only library in Alabama, the local public library welcomes everyone.

The Mighty Miss Malone

By Christopher Paul Curtis

JUVENILE ROOM

"We are a family on a journey to a place called wonderful" is the motto of Deza Malone's family. Deza is the
smartest girl in her class in Gary, Indiana, singled out by teachers for a special path in life. But it's 1936
and the Great Depression hits Gary hard, and there are no jobs for black men. When her beloved father
leaves to find work, Deza, Mother, and her older brother, Jimmie, go in search of him, and end up in a
Hooverville outside Flint, Michigan.

ST-EUA"%- Stella by Starlight
““"SIA'RHGW By Sharon M. Draper
JUVENILE ROOM
‘."‘m’w J DRAPER Stella lives in the segregated South—in Bumblebee, North Carolina, to be exact about it. Some
4 stores she can go into. Some stores she can't. To Stella, it sort of evens out, and heck, the Klan hasn’t
] q bothered them for years. But one late night, later than she should ever be up, much less wandering around

‘ outside, Stella and her little brother see something they’re never supposed to see
SHIRUNRNE DRAPER
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Unstoppable Octobia May

By Sharon Flake

JUVENILE ROOM

Bestselling and award-winning author, Sharon G. Flake, delivers a mystery set in the 1950s that eerily
blends history, race, culture, and family. Octobia May is girl filled with questions. Her heart condition
makes her special - and, some folks would argue, gives this ten-year-old powers that make her a "wise
soul." Thank goodness for Auntie, who convinces Octobia's parents to let her live in her boarding house
that is filled with old folks. That's when trouble, and excitement, and wonder begin.

Make Way for Dyamonde Daniel

By Nikki Grimes

JUVENILE ROOM

Dyamonde Daniel may be new in town, but that doesn't stop her from making a place for herself in a jiffy.
With her can-do attitude and awesome brain power she takes the whole neighborhood by storm. The only
thing puzzling her is the other new kid in her class. He's awfully grouchy - but Dyamonde's determined to
get to the bottom of his frowning attitude and make a friend.

Midnight Without a Moon

By Linda Williams Jackson

JUVENILE ROOM

It's Mississippi in the summer of 1955, and Rose Lee Carter can't wait to move north. But for now, she's
living with her sharecropper grandparents on a white man's cotton plantation. Then, one town over, an
African American boy, Emmett Till, is killed for allegedly whistling at a white woman. When Till's murderers
are unjustly acquitted, Rose realizes that the South needs a change . . . and that she should be part of the
movement.

Like Vanessa

By Tami Charles

JUVENILE ROOM

In this semi-autobiographical debut novel set in 1983, Vanessa Martin's real-life reality of living with family
in public housing in Newark, New Jersey is a far cry from the glamorous Miss America stage. But when a
new teacher at school coordinates a beauty pageant and convinces Vanessa to enter, Vanessa's view of

her own world begins to change.

The Parker Inheritance

By Varian Johnson

JUVENILE ROOM

When Candice finds a letter in an old attic in Lambert, South Carolina, she isn't sure she should read it. It's
addressed to her grandmother, who left the town in shame. But the letter describes a young woman. An
injustice that happened decades ago. A mystery enfolding its writer. And the fortune that awaits the person
who solves the puzzle.

The Rock and the River

By Kekla Magoon

JUVENILE ROOM

J MAGOON

For Sam it’s not easy being the son of known civil rights activist Roland Childs. Especially when his best
friend, Stick, begins to drift away from him for no apparent reason. And then it happens: Sam finds
something that changes everything forever.
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Betty Before X

By llyasah Shabazz, Renée Watson

JUVENILE ROOM

In Detroit, 1945, eleven-year-old Betty's house doesn't quite feel like home. She believes her mother loves
her, but she can't shake the feeling that her mother doesn't want her. Church helps those worries fade, if
only for a little while. The singing, the preaching, the speeches from guest activists like Paul Robeson and
Thurgood Marshall stir African Americans in her community to stand up for their rights.

My Name is Sally Little Song

By Brenda A. Woods

JUVENILE ROOM

When their owner plans to sell one of them in 1802, twelve-year-old Sally and her family run away from
their Georgia plantation to look for both freedom from slavery and a home in Florida with the Seminole
Indians.

Peace, Locomotion

By Jacqueline Woodson

JUVENILE ROOM

In a moving companion to the National Book Award Finalist Locomotion (2003), Lonnie, now in sixth grade,
speaks in letters to his beloved little sister, Lili. The siblings are still heartbroken about their separation,
which followed the death of their parents in a fire. Both kids are now safe in loving foster families in their
Brooklyn neighborhood, with friends and supportive teachers at school.

Genesis Begins Again

By Alicia D. Williams

This deeply sensitive and powerful debut novel tells the story of a thirteen-year-old who must
overcome internalized racism and a verbally abusive family to finally learn to love herself.

There are ninety-six things Genesis hates about herself. She knows the exact number because she keeps
a list. Like #95: Because her skin is so dark. And #61: Because her family is always being put out of their
house due to her dad's gambling. And when Genesis reaches #100 on the list of things she hates about
herself. will she continue on. or can she find the strenath to beain acain?

The Only Black Girls in Town

By Brandy Colbert

Award-winning YA author Brandy Colbert's debut middle-grade novel about the only two black girls
in town who discover a collection of hidden journals revealing shocking secrets of the past.
Beach-loving surfer Alberta has been the only black girl in town for years. Alberta's best friend, Laramie, is
the closest thing she has to a sister, but there are some things even Laramie can't understand. When the
bed and breakfast across the street finds new owners, Alberta is ecstatic to learn the family is black-and
thev have a 12-vear-old dauahter iust like her.

Tristan Strong Punches a Hole in the Sky

By Kwame Mbalia

Best-selling author Rick Riordan presents Kwame Mbalia's epic fantasy, a middle grade American Gods set
in a richly-imagined world populated with African American folk heroes and West African gods.

Seventh grader Tristan Strong feels anything but strong ever since he failed to save his best friend when
they were in a bus accident together. All he has left of Eddie is the journal his friend wrote stories in.
Tristan is dreading the month he's going to spend on his grandparents' farm in Alabama, where he's being
sent to heal from the tragedy. But on his first night there, a sticky creature shows up in his bedroom.
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Dragons in a Bag

By Zetta Elliott

JUVENILE FICTION

When Jaxon is sent to spend the day with a mean old lady his mother calls Ma, he finds out she's not his
grandmother--but she is a witch! She needs his help delivering baby dragons to a magical world where
they'll be safe. There are two rules when it comes to the dragons: don't let them out of the bag, and don't
feed them anything sweet. Before he knows it, Jax and his friends Vikram and Kavita have broken both
rules! Will Jax get the baby dragons delivered safe and sound? Or will they be lost in Brooklyn forever?

Ghost Boys

By Jewell Parker Rhodes

A heartbreaking and powerful story about a black boy killed by a police officer, drawing connections through
history, from award-winning author Jewell Parker Rhodes.

Twelve-year-old Jerome is shot by a police officer who mistakes his toy gun for a real threat. As a ghost,
he observes the devastation that's been unleashed on his family and community in the wake of what they
see as an unjust and brutal killing. Soon Jerome meets another ghost: Emmett Till, a boy from a very
different time but similar circumstances. Emmett helps Jerome process what has happened, on a journey

Blended

By Sharon M. Draper

JUVENILE FICTION

Eleven-year-old Isabella's blended family is more divided than ever in this thoughtful story about divorce
and racial identity from the award-winning and New York Times bestselling author of Out of My Mind,
Sharon M. Draper.

Tight

By Torrey Maldonado

Tight: Lately, Bryan's been feeling it in all kinds of ways . . .

Bryan knows what's tight for him--reading comics, drawing superheroes, and hanging out with no drama.
But drama is every day where he's from, and that gets him tight, wound up. And now Bryan's friend Mike
pressures him with ideas of fun that are crazy risky.

Isaiah Dunn Is My Hero

By Kelly J. Baptist

A coming-of-age tale about a boy who discovers a love of poetry after finding his late father's
journal. Adapted from a story that first appeared in Flying Lessons & Other Stories and perfect for
fans of The Parker Inheritance by Varian Johnson.

Isaiah is now the big man of the house. But it's a lot harder than his dad made it look. His little sister,
Charlie, asks too many questions, and Mama's gone totally silent.

Ruby and the Booker Boys #1: Brand New School, Brave New Ruby

By Derrick Barnes

JUVENILE ROOM

Eight-year-old ultra-fabulous Ruby Marigold Booker returns in this reissue of the Ruby and the Booker Boys
series by Newbery Honor and Coretta Scott King Honor author Derrick Barnes!
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