
Black Stories Matter: Adult Fiction
Celebrate Black Lives and Black Stories all year with these great fiction books for adults.

The Nickel Boys
By Colson Whitehead
In this Pulitzer Prize-winning, New York Times  bestselling follow-up to The Underground Railroad ,
Colson Whitehead brilliantly dramatizes another strand of American history through the story of two
boys unjustly sentenced to a hellish reform school in Jim Crow-era Florida.
When Elwood Curtis, a black boy growing up in 1960s Tallahassee, is unfairly sentenced to a juvenile
reformatory called the Nickel Academy, he finds himself trapped in a grotesque chamber of horrors.
Elwood's only salvation is his friendship with fellow "delinquent" Turner. 

Queenie
By Candice Carty-Williams
NAMED ONE OF THE MOST ANTICIPATED BOOKS OF 2019 BY WOMAN’S DAY , NEWSDAY ,
PUBLISHERS WEEKLY , BUSTLE , AND BOOK RIOT !
Queenie Jenkins is a twenty-five-year-old Jamaican British woman living in London, straddling two cultures
and slotting neatly into neither. She works at a national newspaper, where she’s constantly forced to
compare herself to her white middle-class peers. After a messy break up from her long-term white
boyfriend, Queenie seeks comfort in all the wrong places…including several hazardous men.

Black Leopard, Red Wolf
By Marlon James
One of TIME's 100 Best Fantasy Books of All Time 
Tracker is known far and wide for his skills as a hunter: He has a nose, people say. Engaged to track down
a mysterious boy who disappeared three years earlier, Tracker breaks his own rule of always working alone
when he finds himself part of a group that comes together to search for the boy. The band is a
hodgepodge, full of unusual characters with secrets of their own, including a shape-shifting man-animal
known as Leopard. 

Kindred (Black Women Writers Series)
By Octavia E. Butler
Dana, a modern black woman, is celebrating her twenty-sixth birthday with her new husband when she is
snatched abruptly from her home in California and transported to the antebellum South. Rufus, the white
son of a plantation owner, is drowning, and Dana has been summoned to save him. Dana is drawn back
repeatedly through time to the slave quarters, and each time the stay grows longer, more arduous, and
more dangerous until it is uncertain whether or not Dana's life will end, long before it has a chance to begin.

Such a Fun Age
By Kiley Reid
A striking and surprising debut novel from an exhilarating new voice, Such a Fun Age is a page-turning and
big-hearted story about race and privilege, set around a young black babysitter, her well-intentioned
employer, and a surprising connection that threatens to undo them both.

Everything Inside
By Edwidge Danticat
From the internationally acclaimed, best-selling author of Brother, I'm Dying, a collection of vividly
imagined stories about community, family, and love. 
Rich with hard-won wisdom and humanity, set in locales from Miami and Port-au-Prince to a small unnamed
country in the Caribbean and beyond, Everything Inside is at once wide in scope and intimate, as it
explores the forces that pull us together, or drive us apart, sometimes in the same searing instant. 
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Homegoing
By Yaa Gyasi
A novel of breathtaking sweep and emotional power that traces three hundred years in Ghana. The story of
two half-sisters and their interactions with the slavery becomes a truly great American novel. Extraordinary.

It's Not All Downhill from Here
By Terry McMillan
Loretha Curry's life is full. A little crowded sometimes, but full indeed. On the eve of her sixty-eighth
birthday, she has a booming beauty-supply empire, a gaggle of lifelong friends, and a husband whose
moves still surprise. True, she's carrying a few more pounds than she should be, but Loretha is not one of
those women who think her best days are behind her--and she's determined to prove wrong her mother, her
twin sister, and everyone else with that outdated view of aging wrong. It's not  all downhill from here.

But when an unexpected loss turns her world upside down, Loretha will have to summon all her strength,
The Vanishing Half
By Brit Bennett
The Vignes twin sisters will always be identical. But after growing up together in a small, southern black
community and running away at age sixteen, it's not just the shape of their daily lives that is different as
adults, it's everything: their families, their communities, their racial identities. Many years later, one sister
lives with her black daughter in the same southern town she once tried to escape. The other secretly
passes for white, and her white husband knows nothing of her past. Still, even separated by so many miles
and just as many lies, the fates of the twins remain intertwined. 

Grand Union
By Zadie Smith
A collection of stories from the bestselling and beloved author of "White Teeth." In the summer of 1959, an
Antiguan immigrant in northwest London lives the last day of his life, unknowingly caught in someone else's
story of hate and division, resistance and revolt. A mother looks back on her early forays into matters of
the human heart - and other parts of the human body - considering the ways in which desire is always an
act of negotiation, destruction, and self-invention. A disgraced cop stands amid the broken shards of his
life, unable to move forward into a future that holds no place for him... and more! 

Red at the Bone
By Jacqueline Woodson
Moving forward and backward in time, Jacqueline Woodson's taut and powerful new novel uncovers the role
that history and community have played in the experiences, decisions, and relationships of these families,
and in the life of the new child. 
As the book opens in 2001, it is the evening of sixteen-year-old Melody's coming of age ceremony in her
grandparents' Brooklyn brownstone. Watched lovingly by her relatives and friends, making her entrance to
the music of Prince, she wears a special custom-made dress. But the event is not without poignancy.

The Hate U Give
By Angie Thomas
"What's the point of having a voice if you're gonna be silent in those moments you shouldn't be?" Starr
witnesses the shooting of her friend by a police officer. What Starr says could destroy her community. It
could also get her killed.
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The Water Dancer
By Ta-Nehisi Coates
Young Hiram Walker was born into bondage. When his mother was sold away, Hiram was robbed of all
memory of her--but was gifted with a mysterious power. Years later, when Hiram almost drowns in a river,
that same power saves his life. This brush with death births an urgency in Hiram and a daring scheme: to
escape from the only home he's ever known. So begins an unexpected journey that takes Hiram from the
corrupt grandeur of Virginia's proud plantations to desperate guerrilla cells in the wilderness, from the coffin
of the Deep South to dangerously idealistic movements in the North. 

Their Eyes Were Watching God
By Zora Neale Hurston
Fair and long-legged, independent and articulate, Janie Crawford sets out to be her own person -- no mean
feat for a black woman in the 1930s. Janie's quest for identity takes her through three marriages and into a
journey back to her roots.

Beloved
By Toni Morrison
Staring unflinchingly into the abyss of slavery, this spellbinding novel transforms history into a story as
powerful as Exodus and as intimate as a lullaby. Sethe, its protagonist, was born a slave and escaped to
Ohio, but eighteen years later she is still not free. She has too many memories of Sweet Home, the
beautiful farm where so many hideous things happened. And Sethe’s new home is haunted by the ghost of
her baby, who died nameless and whose tombstone is engraved with a single word: Beloved. Filled with
bitter poetry and suspense as taut as a rope, Beloved is a towering achievement.

Go Tell It on the Mountain
By James Balwin
“Mountain,” Baldwin said, “is the book I had to write if I was ever going to write anything else.” "Go Tell It
On The Mountain," first published in 1953, is Baldwin's first major work, a novel that has established itself
as a classic. In one of the greatest American classics, Baldwin chronicles a fourteen-year-old boy's
discovery of the terms of his identity. Baldwin's rendering of his protagonist's spiritual, sexual, and moral
struggle of self-invention opened new possibilities in the American language and in the way Americans
understand themselves.

Invisible Man
By Ralph Ellison
Both a deeply compelling bestselling novel and an epic milestone of American literature.

The book's nameless narrator describes growing up in a black community in the South, attending a Negro
college from which he is expelled, moving to New York and becoming the chief spokesman of the Harlem
branch of the Brotherhood, before retreating amid violence and confusion to the basement lair of the
Invisible Man he imagines himself to be.

A Raisin in the Sun
By Lorraine Hansberry
Never before, the entire history of the American theater, has so much of the truth of black people's lives
been seen on the stage, observed James Baldwin shortly before A Raisin in the Sun opened on Broadway
in 1959. 
Indeed Lorraine Hansberry's award-winning drama about the hopes and aspirations of a struggling, working-
class family living on the South Side of Chicago connected profoundly with the psyche of black America--
and changed American theater forever. 
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The Color Purple
By Alice Walker
Celie is a poor black woman whose letters tell the story of 20 years of her life, beginning at age 14 when
she is being abused and raped by her father and attempting to protect her sister from the same fate, and
continuing over the course of her marriage to "Mister," a brutal man who terrorizes her. Celie eventually
learns that her abusive husband has been keeping her sister's letters from her and the rage she feels,
combined with an example of love and independence provided by her close friend Shug, pushes her finally
toward an awakening of her creative and loving self.

Sing, Unburied, Sing
By Jesmyn Ward
An intimate portrait of a family and an epic tale of hope and struggle, Sing, Unburied, Sing journeys through
Mississippi’s past and present, examining the ugly truths at the heart of the American story and the power
—and limitations—of family bonds.
Jojo is thirteen years old and trying to understand what it means to be a man. He doesn’t lack in fathers to
study, chief among them his Black grandfather, Pop. But there are other men who complicate his
understanding. 

An American Marriage
By Tayari Jones
Newlyweds Celestial and Roy are the embodiment of both the American Dream and the New South. He is a
young executive, and she is an artist on the brink of an exciting career. But as they settle into the routine of
their life together, they are ripped apart by circumstances neither could have imagined. Roy is arrested and
sentenced to twelve years for a crime Celestial knows he didn't commit. Though fiercely independent,
Celestial finds herself bereft and unmoored, taking comfort in Andre, her childhood friend, and best man at
their wedding. As Roy's time in prison passes, will she be able to hold on to their love?

The Underground Railroad
By Colson Whitehead
From prize-winning, bestselling author Colson Whitehead, a magnificent tour de force chronicling a young
slave's adventures as she makes a desperate bid for freedom in the antebellum South.

The Mothers
By Brit Bennett
It is the last season of high school life for Nadia Turner, a rebellious, grief-stricken, seventeen-year-old
beauty. Mourning her own mother's recent suicide, she takes up with the local pastor's son. Luke Sheppard
is twenty-one, a former football star whose injury has reduced him to waiting tables at a diner. They are
young; it's not serious. But the pregnancy that results from this teen romance--and the subsequent cover-
up--will have an impact that goes far beyond their youth. 

Deacon King Kong
By James McBride
In September 1969, a fumbling, cranky old church deacon known as Sportcoat shuffles into the courtyard
of the Cause Houses housing project in south Brooklyn, pulls a .38 from his pocket, and, in front of
everybody, shoots the project's drug dealer at point-blank range. The reasons for this desperate burst of
violence and the consequences that spring from it lie at the heart of Deacon King Kong , James McBride's
funny, moving novel. 
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