Black History: Great Stories Portage
Celebrate Black history year-round with these historical fiction reads for teens! Li rary
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The Rock and the River

By Kekla Magoon
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For Sam it’s not easy being the son of known civil rights activist Roland Childs. Especially when his best
friend, Stick, begins to drift away from him for no apparent reason. And then it happens: Sam finds
something that changes everything forever.

The Black Kids

By Christina Hammonds Reed

Ashley Bennett and her friends are living the charmed life. It's the end of senior year and they’re spending
more time at the beach than in the classroom. They can already feel the sunny days and endless
possibilities of summer.

Everything changes one afternoon in April, when four LAPD officers are acquitted after beating a black man
named Rodney King half to death. Suddenly, Ashley’s not just one of the girls. She’s one of the black kids.

Inventing Victoria
By Tonya Bolden

In a searing historical novel, Tonya Bolden illuminates post-Reconstruction America in an intimate
portrait of a determined young woman who dares to seize the opportunity of a lifetime.As a young
black woman in 1880s Savannah, Essie's dreams are very much at odds with her reality. Ashamed of her
beginnings, but unwilling to accept the path currently available to her, Essie is trapped between the life she
has and the life she wants.

X: A Novel

By llyasah Shabazz, Kekla Magoon

A 2016 Coretta Scott King Author Honor Book Cowritten by Malcolm X's daughter, this riveting and
revealing novel follows the formative years of the man whose words and actions shook the world.

My Life As an Ice Cream Sandwich

By Ibi Zoboi

National Book Award-finalist Ibi Zoboi makes her middle-grade debut with an unforgettable character:
Ebony-Grace Norfleet, the sci-fi-obsessed granddaughter of one of the first black engineers to integrate
NASA. Set in Harlem in the early days of hip-hop, "My Life as an Ice Cream Sandwich" is a moving and
hilarious story of girl finding a place and a voice in a world that's changing at warp speed.

The Land
By Mildred D. Taylor
Winner of the Coretta Scott King Award!

Millions of fans have followed the Logan family in their seven-book series. Living in the South in the not-so-
distant past, the Logans are the only black family to own farmland, while most of their black neighbors are
sharecroppers on white-owned land. But where did this valuable legacy come from?
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Saving Savannah

By Tonya Bolden

From acclaimed author Tonya Bolden comes the story of a teen girl becoming a woman on her own terms
against the backdrop of widespread social change in the early 1900s.Savannah Riddle is lucky. As a
daughter of an upper class African American family in Washington D.C., she attends one of the most
rigorous public schools in the nation--black or white--and has her pick among the young men in her set. But
lately the structure of her society--the fancy parties, the Sunday teas, the pretentious men, and shallow
young women--has started to suffocate her.

Sugar

By Jewell Parker Rhodes

From Jewell Parker Rhodes, comes a tale of a strong, spirited young girl who rises beyond her
circumstances and inspires others to work toward a brighter future.

Ten-year-old Sugar lives on the River Road sugar plantation along the banks of the Mississippi. Slavery is
over, but laboring in the fields all day doesn't make her feel very free. Thankfully, Sugar has a knack for
finding her own fun, especially when she joins forces with forbidden friend Billy, the white plantation owner's
son.

The Sittin' Up

By Shelia P. Moses

When Mr. Bro. Wiley, Bean's adopted grandfather and the last slave man around, dies in the summer of
1940, Bean and his very best friend Pole are some kind of hurt. Everyone in the Low Meadows is. Despite
their grief, they are proud and excited to be included in their very first Sittin' Up--a wake for the dead.

Stella by Starlight

By Sharon M. Draper

JUVENILE ROOM

J DRAPER Stella lives in the segregated South—in Bumblebee, North Carolina, to be exact about it. Some
stores she can go into. Some stores she can’'t. To Stella, it sort of evens out, and heck, the Klan hasn'’t
bothered them for years. But one late night, later than she should ever be up, much less wandering around
outside, Stella and her little brother see something they’re never supposed to see

The Watsons Go to Birmingham--1963 (Newbery Honor Book)

By Christopher Paul Curtis

JUVENILE ROOM

J CURTIS When the Watson family—ten-year-old Kenny, Momma, Dad, little sister Joetta, and brother
Byron—sets out on a trip south to visit Grandma in Birmingham, Alabama, they don’t realize that they’re
heading toward one of the darkest moments in America’s history.

The Invincible Summer of Juniper Jones
By Daven McQueen

There are some friends you never forget.

It's the summer of 1955. For Ethan Harper, a biracial kid raised mostly by his white father, race has always
been a distant conversation. When he’s sent to spend the summer with his aunt and uncle in small-town
Alabama, his blackness is suddenly front and center, and no one is shy about making it known he’s not
welcome there. Enter Juniper Jones.
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Day of Tears

By Julius Lester

When gambling debts and greed enter into the Butler household, Pierce Butler decides to host the biggest
slave auction in American history and breaks a promise by selling Emma, his most-valued slave and
caretaker of his children--a decision that brings about unthinkable consequences. A Coretta Scott King
Award-winner. Reprint.

rivcir.  Flygirl
Sz By Sherri L. Smith

Read Sherri L. Smith's posts on the Penguin Blog
Ida Mae Jones dreams of flight. Her daddy was a pilot and being black didn't stop him from fulfilling his
dreams. But her daddy's gone now, and being a woman, and being black, are two strikes against her.

When America enters the war with Germany and Japan, the Army creates the WASP, the Women's
Airforce Service Pilots—and Ida suddenly sees a way to fly.

Fire from the Rock
EROM THE By Sharon Mills Draper

OCK Sylvia Patterson is shocked and confused when she is asked to be one of the first black students to attend

i Central High School, which is scheduled to be integrated in September 1957, whether the citizens or

governor of Arkansas like it or not. Before Sylvia makes her final decision, smoldering racial tension in the
town ignites into flame. When the smoke clears, she sees clearly that nothing is going to stop the change
from coming. It is up to her generation to make it happen, in as many different ways as there are colors in
the world.

After Tupac and D Foster (Newbery Honor Book)

By Jacqueline Woodson

The day D Foster enters Neeka and her best friend’s lives, the world opens up for them. Suddenly they’re
ETUPA( & keenly aware of things beyond their block in Queens, things that are happening in the world—like the

< shooting of Tupac Shakur—and in search of their Big Purpose in life.

Let Me Hear a Rhyme
By Tiffany D. Jackson

In this striking new novel by the critically acclaimed author of Allegedly and Monday’s Not Coming, Tiffany
D. Jackson tells the story of three Brooklyn teens who plot to turn their murdered friend into a major rap
star by pretending he's still alive.
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