
National Freedom Day: Commemorates the signing of the 13th Amendment, which abolished slavery in 1865. 

On this day in 1948, President Truman issued Executive Order 9981, which desegregated African Americans, and Executive Order 
9808, which broadened civil rights protection. 

TUES On this day in 1956, Autherine J. Lucy became the first black student to attend the University of Alabama and was expelled three 
3 days later in response to threats from a mob. In 1992, Autherine graduated with her master's degree in education. 

WED Birthday of Civil Rights activist Rosa Parks, 1913. 
4 On this day in 1986, the US Postal Service issued a commemorative stamp honoring women's rights activist Sojourner Truth. 

THUR Birthday of baseball great Henry Louis"Hank" Aaron, 1934. 
5 On this day in 1990, Barack Obama became the first African American to be named president of the Harvard Law Review. 

FRI Birthday of Jamaican Reggae artist Bob Marley, 1945. "Don't worry about a thing, because everything is gonna be all right" is one of 
6 his famous quotes. 

SAT Birthday of comedian Chris Rock, 1965. 
7 On this day in 1926, Dr. Carter G. Woodson created Negro History Week. In 1976, Negro History Week became Black History Month. 

SUN Birthday of actor Gary Coleman, 1968. In 1978, at age 10, he became the star of the hit sitcom Diff'rent Strokes. 
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MON Birthday of African American writer and poet Alice Walker, 1944. In 1982, she became the first African American woman to win the 
9 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction. 

TUES Birthday of African American soprano opera singer Leontyne Price, 1927. 
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WED On this day in 1644, the first black legal protest in America was pressed by eleven black people who petitioned for freedom in New 
11 Netherlands and New York. 

THUR Birthday of the first Black late-night talk show host Arsenio Hall, 1956. 
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On this day in 1892, the first African American performers, the World's Fair Colored Opera Company, appeared at Carnegie Hall. 

Birthday of actor, dancer, singer, and choreographer Gregory Oliver Hines, 1946. 

On this day in 1848, Benjamin Roberts filed the first school desegregation suit after his daughter, Sarah Roberts, was barred from a 
public school based on her race in Boston. 

On this day in 1904, James Baskett became the first African American man to win an Academy Award. 

Birthday of Professional basketball player Michael Jordan, 1963. The basketball legend, also known as "The GOAT;' led the Chicago 
Bulls to six NBA champi-onships and won the MVP Award five times. 

Birthday of author Toni Morrison, 1931, and poet Audre Lorde, 1934. 




