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A Message from Mayor
Patricia M. Randall
To everything, there is a beginning. The
first inhabitants of the land we know as
“Portage” were the Potawatomi Indians who found the
rivers and lakes ideal for travel by canoe, and the wildlife
plentiful enough to feed their families. The first European
settlers arrived in Portage in 1831 and consisted of a trio of
brothers – Thomas, Erid, and Benjamin Cooley, along with
their friend, Caleb Sweetman. They called their campsite
“Dry Prairie,” possibly because they arrived in late summer?
Today we still have a cemetery by that very name.
Seven years later in 1838, the area had attracted more settlers
and businesses. That year was the beginning of organized
government. At the first town meeting, the settlement was
officially named “Portage” and declared a township. Over
a full century later, Portage Township residents filed the
paperwork necessary to incorporate as a city. The year was
1963 and also marked the beginning of my life.
That first year, our (all male) founding fathers adopted the
council-manager form of city government. This model
of governance is one of the more common forms for
managing local municipalities; Mayor and Councilmembers
are elected and responsible for establishing policy and
developing an overall vision for the community, ideally
based upon the direction of city residents.
Of all of Council’s responsibilities, the most important is the
hiring of one person: the City Manager. The City Manager
oversees the overall operations of the city, implements
the policies set forth by Council, and offers new ideas for
moving the city forward. Serving as a City Manager is
a really big job. As the flow chart goes, they oversee all
departments. Imagine the weight of being responsible for
managing police and fire, maintaining the streets, water

Crisis Intervention Strategies
Working in Portage
Approximately 20 percent of calls for service made to the
Portage Department of Public Safety – Police Division
involve an individual with mental health symptoms. On
average, about one-third of those calls involve teens in crisis.
Some involve youth with intentions of self-harm, discipline
issues, suicidal ideation, and occasionally indicators toward
a violent trajectory. At the start of the millennium, Portage
Police recognized the
need to train officers in
crisis intervention so that
juveniles needing mental
health assistance – rather
than interaction with the
justice system – could
get access to the services
they need.

and sewer systems, fair elections, entire parks and trail
ways, and local property taxes, as well as, collecting taxes
for the city, county, library and schools, to name a few.
Of course, this simply would not be possible without the
expertise and support of our city staff!

Portage Welcomes New City
Manager Patrick McGinnis with
July 28 Open House

The hiring of a City Manager is critical to the future success
of our community, and members of our Council know it. We
do not take the decision lightly. Earlier this month – nearly
sixty years after transforming from township to city – your
Council hired just our eighth City Manager, Patrick McGinnis.
Mr. McGinnis will officially take the helm on July 12, 2022.
He brings over thirty-two years of experience, most recently
as the City Manager of Grand Haven. He is a loyal Spartan
fan with an undergraduate and master’s degree in Public
Administration from his beloved Michigan State University.

At its regular meeting on May 24, 2022, the Portage City
Council approved a three-year contract with Patrick
McGinnis to serve as Portage City Manager, with an
option to extend the contract for up to five years.

He is a tireless volunteer who plans to immerse himself
in our community, starting with joining our local Rotary.
Pat and his wife, Tina, will be moving to Portage as empty
nesters. After loving and launching three children, they
arrive with a dog, a cat and a rabbit. As an enthusiastic
runner and biker, they plan to purchase a home in Portage
near one of our parks or along our trail system.

Mr. McGinnis brings vast knowledge and experience in
managing and directing the operations of a municipality,
including finance and personnel matters, responding
to questions or concerns from residents, and working
with developers, stakeholders, and the community on
economic development initiatives, among other subjects.
“I look forward to exceeding the high expectations set by
the Mayor and City Council,” said Patrick McGinnis. “The
Portage tradition of excellence in local government is of a
high standard. In the coming years, we’ll raise it higher.”

Such new beginnings in life evoke excitement for all that
can be and hopes for something better. Of course, being
uprooted can also be overwhelming, and tinged with
sadness over what and who one left behind. As someone
who has moved from one place to another around the
world, I can still name those who were the most welcoming
to me and my family wherever we began anew.

Mr. McGinnis will begin his new role on Tuesday, July 12.
The public is invited to an open house to meet Mr.
McGinnis on Thursday, July 28 from 4 - 6 PM at Fire
Station No. 2 (6101 Oakland Drive). During the open
house, the public can tour the new fire station and enjoy
light refreshments. Please join us in welcoming Patrick
McGinnis to Portage.

It is my hope that our community will extend a warm
welcome to Patrick McGinnis as he begins this new chapter in
his life serving as City Manager for our wonderful city. Please
join us for an informal open house on Thursday, July 28, from
4 - 6 PM at Fire Station No. 2. (See article to the right).
– Patricia M. Randall

Response Model.” In 1987, a Memphis police shooting of a
mentally ill man resulted in the man’s death. In the aftermath,
the city worked with the National Alliance on Mental Illness
to create methods for police to assist people experiencing
a mental health crisis. The Memphis Response Model trains
police officers to recognize mental health symptoms and
conditions and to identify tactics for deescalation and
ultimately a diversion from the justice system.

Then, in 2015, Portage Police along with other law
enforcement agencies in the county initiated a program
where ISK social workers ride along with police officers to
respond to in-progress
crisis/mental health calls.
The teams also make home
visits to individuals who
have been identified as
having behavioral health
issues. In Portage, officers
keep a log of calls that
involve people who exhibit
In 2002, Portage Police
mental health symptoms
collaborated with
and conditions. The logs
Integrated Services
are reviewed weekly by ISK
of Kalamazoo (ISK) to
clinicians to identify those
develop a Crisis Mental
who might benefit from a
Health Response Guide
home visit. Upon arriving
for Portage officers,
Lindsey O’Neil, program supervisor for Integrated Services of Kalamazoo talks with Department of Portage
at the home, police officers
Public Safety Officer Lacey Fisher inside Fisher’s patrol vehicle. Photo Credit: Joel Bissell, MLive
designed to be a quick
assess the safety of the
reference guide when encountering individuals in crisis.
situation and get permission for the officer and the mental
This guide, along with a Juvenile Response Guide, is still in
health expert go inside. The officer steps back and the
use today as part of new officer field training and annual inclinician takes the lead to assess the individual’s needs and
service training for Portage officers.
discuss potential mental-health support services.
Other law enforcement agencies from around Kalamazoo
Since being initiated in 2015, the Portage Department of
County joined Portage in 2008 to provide officers with 40
Public Safety is the only agency in the county to maintain
hours of crisis intervention training based on the “Memphis
the ride-a-long program. Recently, Portage Police began

A Natural Place to Move

Mr. McGinnis comes to Portage from Grand Haven,
Michigan, where he served for 19 years as City Manager.
Grand Haven has nearly 11,000 year-round residents
and approximately 150 city employees. Mr. McGinnis
was the City Manager in West Branch, Michigan for 13
years before serving in Grand Haven. He has a master’s
and bachelor’s degree in public administration from
Michigan State University.

portagemi.gov

riding along with the Mobile Crisis Unit, an emergency mental
health team of clinicians that responds 24/7 to youth in crisis.
In February 2022, a consortium of law enforcement agencies,
the Kalamazoo County Dispatch Authority, and ISK were
awarded a $550,000 grant from the Bureau of Justice
Assistance. The federal grant will fund a police/mental health
collaboration in Kalamazoo County to enhance crisis mental
health initiatives, like the ride-along program in Portage. The
collaborative goal of the group is to establish a four-pillar
approach throughout the county including:
1.

A county-wide call response model for in-progress
mental health crises so that mental health clinicians can
respond in real-time to crises.

2.

A 24-hour mental health crisis center for those needing
immediate intervention. A new facility at 440 West
Kalamazoo Avenue in Kalamazoo is expected to open
next year.

3.

A county-wide focus group to include law enforcement,
fire/rescue, and EMS responders who will meet regularly
to discuss individuals who have a high recidivism rate
with emergency services and law enforcement and
to identify available mental-health services that may
prevent future encounters with law enforcement.

4.

A county-wide system to collect, track, and code data to
better coordinate services and determine the success of
the program.

The expectation is that the collaboration will bolster the
existing ride-along program in Portage and improve the
ability of law enforcement officers county-wide to connect
people in need with mental health services. The safety
of the community is better served by the diversion of
individuals in crisis to mental health services, drug abuse
services, and other needed services than by a stay in jail.
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Primary Election – August 2, 2022

is my polling place?” or contact the City Clerk at 329-4511.
Polls will be open from 7 AM until 8 PM on Election Day.

The Office of the City Clerk is preparing for the Primary
Election to be held on August 2, 2022. A primary election
lets registered voters select a candidate to be a political
party’s candidate for elected office to run in the November
General Election. It also allows voters to choose convention
delegates and party leaders. Voters can visit the Michigan
Voter Information Center website to view a sample ballot at
mi.gov/vote and select What’s on the ballot?”

Note: Voters who in precincts 16 & 18 must access The Bridge Church the north (Romence
Road). There is no access from West Centre Avenue.

Did you graduate from high school this year? If so, you are
likely eligible to vote in Michigan. Registering to vote is easy
and voting is the best way to let your voice be heard – just
follow these 5 simple steps!
1. Meet the requirements?
» Must be a U.S. citizen
» Must be at least 18 years old by Election Day
» Must be a resident of Michigan and the City of Portage

For this election, you may vote in one party section only;
you cannot “split your ticket.” If you vote in more than one
party section, your ballot will be rejected. To vote for a
candidate whose name is not printed on the ballot, write
the name of that candidate in the blank space provided and
completely darken the oval.

2. Already registered to vote?
» Check online with the State of Michigan at

4. Be mindful of these dates:

Precinct Information
The City of Portage has 19 voting locations.
Where you vote depends on where you live. All
precinct locations will be open. All polling locations formerly
located in a Portage Public School gymnasium have been
relocated. Voters should have received a new voter ID card
in the mail in early June. Be sure to carefully inspect your
new voter ID card, as your precinct location may have
changed. A map of the new city of Portage precincts can be
viewed online at portagemi.gov/233. You can also see your
personal Michigan voter record at mi.gov/vote.

Election Day

Deadlines

Tuesday, August 2, 2022

Monday, July 18, 2022
» Last day to register by mail or online
Tuesday, July 19, 2022 - Election Day
» Must register in person at the Office of the
City Clerk

Tuesday, November 8, 2022 Monday, October 24, 2022
» Last day to register by mail or online
Tuesday, October 25, 2022 - Election Day
» Must register in person at the Office of the
City Clerk

If you are unsure of your polling location, visit the Michigan
Voter Information Center at mi.gov/vote and select “Where

July Curbside Brush Collection

Lead & Copper Water Sampling

The July Curbside Brush Collection starts on Tuesday, July 5.
To ensure your items are picked up, residents are reminded
to have brush to the curb no later than 7 AM on the Monday
(Tuesday for Zone 1) of your designated collection week.
Materials may be placed at curbside no more than 72 hours
prior to your designated Monday. Materials will be cleared
from each zone by the end
of Road
the designated week.
Kilgore

Would you like to be part of the City of Portage Lead
& Copper Water Sampling Testing Program? The
City of Portage is looking for residents interested in
volunteering as an alternate for our tri-annual Lead &
Copper Water Sampling Testing Program.
The Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes
and Energy requires municipalities to have a list of sites
for possible water sample testing locations around the
city. To qualify, a residence must have been built before
the lead and copper rules were enacted in July 1988.
Portage Road

94

Milham Avenue

ZONE 4

Water from the City of Portage water system contains
no detectable levels of lead. Lead in drinking water
East Milham Avenue
primarily stems from materials and components in
with service lines and home plumbing. The next
sampling will occur in 2023. If you are interested in
participating as an alternate site, please email your
name, address, and telephone number to
PortageT&U@portagemi.gov.
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Home Improvement Loans
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Northwest – Zone 1

Upjohn
Don’t let summer slip by
without reviewing the condition
Pond
of your roof and other basic services. Deferred loans of
up to $20,000 per housing unit are available in the form
of a no interest deferred loan for home improvements
East Centre Avenue
including energy efficiency improvements!
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Tuesday, July 5

Southwest – Zone 2

Monday, July 11

Southeast – Zone 3

Monday, July 18

Northeast – Zone 4

Monday, July 25

West Centre Avenue

The Curbside Brush Collection Program is not performed for commercial establishments,
churches or schools. Collection takes place on private streets only where every property owner
has signed an indemnification form. Contact the Department of Public Works at 329-4444
West
regarding collection on private streets.
Lake

Brush Drop Off Day

Vanderbilt
TheAvenue
City of Portage Compost Facility will be open on

City of Portage
Compost Facility
10905 Oakland Drive

South Westnedge

Oakland Drive
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Saturday, July 30 from 9 AM to 1 PM. Residents may drop
off brush and leaves. Staff from the Department of Public
Services will be present to direct patrons to the proper
location. The compost facility is located at 10905 Oakland
Bacon Avenue
Drive, just south of West Osterhout Avenue.

Osterhout Avenue

This service is restricted to Portage homeowners; be prepared to present proof of residency (driver’s
license). Brush from commercial establishments, churches and schools will not be accepted.

A Natural Place to Move

Unsure about registering to vote before leaving for college
or post-high school endeavors? Don’t worry! Those living
someplace else temporarily can cast their vote in Portage
since it is likely considered a student’s permanent place of
residence. Just get an absentee ballot! (Keep in mind that
all registered voters in Michigan can vote using an
absentee ballot. You don’t need an excuse or a reason.)
Visit mi.gov/vote, and select ”Apply for an absentee ballot
online,” send a request via e-mail to ClerkForms@portagemi.
gov, or stop by City Hall.
To get a ballot through the mail on time, absentee ballot
applications must be received by the Portage City Clerk before
5 p.m. on the Friday before the election (July 29 for the August
2 Election and November 4 for the November Election).
Once an application is received, a ballot will then be
mailed to you, which can be completed and mailed back or
dropped off at Portage City Hall. Ballots must be received
by the City Clerk on or before Election Day (regardless of
the date of the postmark).

RECYCLEit
PROTECTS
our
EARTH

!

Free your home of household
chemicals and unused electronics!
For detailed materials accepted and FREE recycling participation areas:

Visit: kalcounty.com/hhw

Call: 373-5211 | Email: hhwcenter@kalcounty.com
HOURS: Tues. & Fri. 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. | Wed. 12 p.m. - 6 p.m.
2nd Sat. 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. (closed in Aug. & Sept. on Sat.)
1301 Lamont Ave. - Next to Fairgrounds

Romence Road Parkway

Week of Monday,
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Leaving for College? Vote absentee!

For more information, go to the State of Michigan voting
portal at mi.gov/vote and click on “Vote at home (Absentee)”.

5. Go Vote!

Kilgore Road

mpton
ake

mi.gov/vote

3. Not registered to vote?
» Go to mi.gov/vote and click on “Register to vote
online” in the upper left menu

If you make a mistake on your absentee ballot, you can
return your ballot to the City of Portage Office of the City
Clerk to obtain a new ballot.

Week of Tuesday, July 5

MI.GOV/VOTE

You Graduated! Now What? Join the Next
Voting Wave

Primary Election Ballot Marking Instructions

N

SCAN THE QR CODE TO VISIT

Eligibility for all programs includes maximum
income limits established by the U.S. Long
Lake
Department of Housing and Urban
Development (see table below). All
loans are deferred and require no
payments if the house remains the
principal residence of the homeowner.
Household Size

Austin
Maximum Annual Income
Lake

1 Person

$48,500

2 Person

$55,400

3 Person

$62,350

4 Person

$69,250

5 Person

$74,800

6 Person

$80,350

7 Person

$85,900

8 Person

$91,450

Please call the City of Portage Department of Community
Development at 329-4477 for additional information.
portagemi.gov

Friendly Reminder
Desirable, high-quality neighborhoods are key to
Portage remaining A Natural Place to Move!
Portage residents are
reminded of the importance
of property maintenance
activities: lawn maintenance,
tree debris removal and
properly disposing of
unwanted items into the trash receptacle. Please take a
moment to properly maintain your property by controlling
weeds and keeping lawns mowed on a regular basis.
Lawn growth (grass & common weeds) above eight inches
in height is prohibited by city ordinance.
To view the complete City of Portage Code of Ordinances
and learn more about these and other community quality
matters visit portagemi.gov » I Want To » View » Code of Ordinances.
To report a community quality concern, visit reportit.
portagemi.gov or contact the Department of Community
Development at 329-4477. Once a report of a violation
is filed, city staff will inspect the reported property and
provide written notice to the owner of record to address
the ordinance violation, should one be present. City
Ordinance grants property owners ten (10) days from the
date of the notice to correct the violation as it pertains to
lawn maintenance.
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Portage Parks & Recreation Events, Camps & Classes
1,000 Acres. 18 Parks. One City.
To find out more and register online, visit mypark.portagemi.gov and click
the purple Recreation Activities & Facility Rentals button.

City Hall Exhibition
Annual Photo Contest

» July 1 - September 2, Monday through Friday, 8 AM – 5 PM
» Portage City Hall (7900 South Westnedge Avenue)
» FREE (No registration required)

Summer Concert Series
HairMania!

The high energy-full production
stage show of HairMania
confirms that 80s hard rock
still lives on in the hearts and iPods of the TRUE Rockers in
the Midwest. With true talent and raw power, they deliver
the hits the way they should be heard, LOUD, PROUD and
very very Hairy! Bring a chair or blanket and leave a little
room for busting a move. Admission is FREE to the Summer
Concert Series thanks to our series sponsor, the Arts Council
of Greater Kalamazoo!
» Thursday, July 14, 7 PM
» Overlander Bandshell (7810 Shaver Road)
» FREE (No registration required)

Stand Up Paddleboard Yoga By
Down Dog Yoga Center
Stand Up Paddleboard (SUP) Yoga combines the love of
nature, adventure, and yoga - whether you’re a first-time
paddleboarder or yogi, this class is for you! Classes are
taught by Kristin Fiore, a certified and experienced SUP
Yoga Instructor from Down Dog Yoga Center. Each class
begins on land with an introduction to SUP equipment and
safety before taking a short paddle and dropping anchor
for the yoga practice. At the end of class, students will be
given time to lie down and soak up some sun and relaxation
before paddling back to shore. Space is limited, so register
now to save your spot! The registration fee includes one
class plus the use of a paddleboard, paddle, life jacket, and
anchor.
»
»
»
»

Thursdays, July 14, 21, 28, 6:30 - 8 PM
Ramona Park Beach (8600 South Sprinkle Road)
Ages 16 to adult
$30 per person/class (Registration required)

Ranger Hikes

Moonlight Expedition
Test your senses with us on this full moon hike! Try your
hand at sensory games, listen for our nocturnal neighbors
and revel in the light of the full moon.
» Saturday, July 16, 9 PM
» Schrier Park (850 West Osterhout Avenue)
» FREE (Registration required)

Annual Photo Contest Winners
Portage Parks & Recreation is proud to
announce the winners of our Annual
Photo Contest. Thank you to our
participants for showing us the beauty
of Portage. Special thanks to our
judge, local artist, David Jones.

Junior Ranger Club

Adult Fall Softball – Co-ed and Men’s

Need a little help finishing your Junior Ranger badges?
A Junior Ranger may bring an adult and together, work
on Service Badge activities. This program is free, includes
supplies and is led by Parks & Recreation staff. Space is
limited, so do not wait to register!

Join us for a seven-week fall softball season, Mondays
through Thursdays, beginning the week of August 8. A
minimum of four teams are needed to run a division. Game
duration will be 60 minutes and have earlier start times
beginning in September to adjust for the diminishing
sunlight. The registration deadline is July 22.

Earn-A-Badge Workshops

Get a glimpse of Portage Parks through the lens of the
community. This exhibit highlights the winning photos
from the Annual Photo Contest. Photos were judged by a
local artist, David Jones, and are arranged in four categories:
Seasonal Changes; Outdoor Recreation; Flora, Fauna &
Wildlife; and Youth. (See winning entries below.)

» Thursday, July 21, 6 - 7 PM
» Schrier Park (850 West Osterhout Avenue)
» FREE (Registration required)

» $400 per team (Registration required)

Friday At The Flats

August - Myths & Legends

Geo Mystery Tours

Bringing the taste of Portage to you! Join us at
the Celery Flats Pavilion on the fourth Friday of
the month for dinner and experience a wide
range of food trucks and live music. Seating is limited, but
lawn space is plentiful, so bring a blanket or chair. Connect
with your loved ones at Celery Flats through food and fun.

Geocaching with a twist! Hunt for adventure in the Portage
parks system. A different mystery is revealed every other
month and it’s up to you to uncover the answers. Join the
story at any time, but all adventures must be completed by
the last day of the month.
» FREE (Registration required)

Breakfast With A Biologist

» Friday, July 22, 4:30 - 8:30 PM
» Celery Flats Pavilion (7335 Garden Lane)
» FREE (No registration required)

Join a Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR)
scientist on a walk through the Gourdneck State Game
Area to learn more about this hidden gem in Portage.
After the walk, sit down and enjoy a light breakfast and
an opportunity to ask questions. While all ages are
welcome, this program will require walking off trail and
on old footpaths. Please wear close-toed shoes, weather
appropriate clothing and bug spray. No amenities on-site.

Movies in the Park

Raya And The Last Dragon
Join us for FREE family-friendly
entertainment at the Celery Flats
Historical Area. The movie starts
at 9 PM (or shortly after depending on sunset).
Bring a blanket or chair for lawn seating. Stop
by at Friday at the Flats before the movie (4:30
- 8:30 PM) for a bite to eat from local food
trucks or bring your own snacks.

» Wednesday, August 3, 9 AM
» Gourdneck State Game Area at Angling Road Parking Lot
» $5 per person (Registration required)

Kingpins Drumline

» Friday, July 22, 9 PM
» Celery Flats Historical Area (7335 Garden Lane)
» FREE (No registration required)

Ramona Beach Bonfires
Take a break from your hectic summer schedule to relax and
enjoy the warm summer night air, live music and a bonfire
at Ramona Park Beach. Gather with friends and family for
this summer tradition under the stars. Materials for making
s’mores will be provided.
» Saturday, July 23, 8 PM
» Ramona Park Beach (8600 South Sprinkle Road)
» FREE (No registration required)

Students with special needs
are invited to participate in a
six-week drumming program
tailored for performers of
different abilities. Drumming provides a thrilling outlet
for each participant. Students learn to listen, follow
suggestions and how to work together. Drummers will
be guided through each one-hour lesson. Register by
Wednesday, July 20. Space is limited.
» Wednesdays, August 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, September 7, 6 PM
» Schrier Park (850 West Osterhout)
» FREE (Registration required)

Kids Fix-It! Bike Workshop & Ride

How To Ride The Pump Track
Learn the best tips and tricks for riding the Pump
Track at Lexington Green Park from Pedal City.
This basic pump track training will have you ready to try out
your biking skills safely. Participants must bring their own
bike and helmet. Knee and elbow pads are recommended,
and a chaperone is required for anyone under the age of 18.
Registration is required by July 15.

Don’t let a broken bike stop your summer fun.
Kids can learn the basics of bike maintenance in
this hands-on program for kids 6-12 years old. Each student
will have access to mechanic instructors and bike specific
tools. Participants must bring their own bike, helmet, and a
chaperone. Don’t have a bike, but would like to participate?
Call Portage Parks & Recreation at 329-4522 for options.
Registration is required by July 29.

» Saturday, July 23, 9 - 11 AM
» Lexington Green Park (4750 Pittsford Avenue)
» $5 per child (Registration required)

» Saturday, August 6, 9 - 11 AM
» Celery Flats (7335 Garden Lane)
» $5 per child (Registration required)

Seasonal Changes
1st Place, Liz Lutz

Recreation Activities
& Facility Rentals

Outdoor Recreation

1st Place, Misty Jorgensen

View the exhibition of the winning
photos at City Hall throughout the
month of July (see article above). Take
in the beauty of our Portage parks
system through the eyes of area
photographers. Let this exhibit show
you why the City of Portage is

Flora, Fauna & Wildlife
1st Place, Jeanne Church

Youth Category

1st Place, Logan Bates

Congratulations to the Parks & Recreation
Annual Photo Contest Winners!

A Natural Place to Move!

A Natural Place to Move

portagemi.gov
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2022 Summer Property Taxes
The 2022 summer property tax bills for the City of
Portage will be mailed on Friday, July 8, 2022, and are due
by 5 PM on Wednesday, September 14, 2022. Payments
will be accepted on or after Monday, July 11, 2022.

Please include your payment and the bottom portion of
your tax statement. Payments deposited after 5 PM or on
weekends are processed on the next business day.

Online or by Phone: Pay online or by phone with a credit/
debit card or E-check payment. Visit portagemi.gov and
click on the “Online Payments” icon or call 1-844-943-3997.
Processing fees of 3% for online
Your tax bill is comprised
payments or 3% + $0.75 fee for phone
of taxes from eight
payments are charged by the
YOU taxing jurisdictions,
payment processing vendor (Invoice
including the City of
Cloud).
Portage, Kalamazoo Valley Community

Property owners who do not receive
a summer tax bill by July 18, 2022, are
asked to contact the Portage Treasury
Office. Failure to receive a tax bill
does not relieve the property owner
of the responsibility for payment of
the tax and applicable fees. Property
tax information is available at
portagemi.gov/154. Property tax
information is updated daily.

Did

Online Banking: Contact your
ﬁnancial institution to learn if an
online bill pay service is available.
Online banking payments should
be scheduled no later than August
31, 2022, to ensure timely delivery of
funds to the City of Portage to avoid
late fees. Please use your parcel
number as your account number.

College, Kalamazoo Regional Education
Service Agency-ISD, State Education
Tax, Portage Public Schools (or for some
Comstock Public Schools or Vicksburg
Public Schools), Kalamazoo County,
the Central County Transportation
Authority, and the Kalamazoo County
Transportation Authority.

The Treasury Office is open Monday
through Friday from 8 AM to 5 PM,
except for Friday, September 2 (Employee Training Day) and Monday, September 5 (Labor Day).

Payment Options
U.S. Postal Service Mail: Mail your payment and the
bottom portion of your tax statement to the City of
Portage, 7900 South Westnedge Avenue, Portage, MI
49002. To avoid a 3% late fee, mailed payments must
be postmarked by the USPS on or before September
14, 2022, and received by the city no later than
September 21, 2022. When mailing payments close
to September 14, the City of Portage Treasury Office
strongly recommends hand-delivering payments to
the post oﬃce and witnessing a clerk postmark the
envelope. In all late payment disputes, the Portage
Treasury Oﬃce will rely on the postmark applied by the
post office (metered postmarks are not accepted).
City Hall Drop Box: A 24-hour drop box is located at the
south Exit Only door of City Hall at 7900 South Westnedge
Avenue. Look for the “Drop Box” sign near the curb.

In-Person at the Treasury Office: Payments in the form
of cash, check, credit/debit card, and money orders
are accepted at the Treasury Oﬃce in Portage City Hall,
Monday through Friday from 8 AM to 5 PM. Be aware
that payments via credit/debit card are charged a 3%
processing fee by the payment processing vendor (Invoice
Cloud). Payment by check authorizes the city to convert
the check to an electronic funds transfer and your bank
account may be debited as soon as the same day the city
receives the check. Payment in cash is discouraged.
Questions regarding your tax bill may be directed
to the City of Portage Treasury Office at 329-4455,
Monday through Friday from 8 AM to 5 PM.
All 2022 taxes that remain unpaid on March 1, 2023, will
be turned over to the Kalamazoo County Treasurer for
collection where additional fees will be added.
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Michigan Homeowner Assistance Fund
The City of Portage participates in the Michigan Homeowner
Assistance Fund (MIHAF). Michigan homeowners may apply for
assistance to mitigate financial hardships associated with the
COVID-19 pandemic including utility or home energy services,
homeowner mortgage delinquencies, defaults and foreclosures,
and delinquent property taxes.

Program Information
The program will provide up to a $25,000 grant per eligible
household for the following:
» Delinquent mortgage/housing expenses, including property
tax and insurance escrow shortages.
» Delinquent land contract payments, mobile home consumer
loan payments, or mobile home park lot payments.
» Delinquent property taxes.
» Delinquent condominium/homeowners’ association fees.
» Delinquent homeowner’s insurance.
» Delinquent utilities - gas, electric, water, and sewer.
» Delinquent internet broadband services.

Allowable City of Portage Services
» Direct past due water bill assistance for household accounts in
arrears or disconnect status, including reconnection fees when
services have been disconnected.

Eligibility

Qualified applicants must:
» Have a household income less than 150% of Area Median
Income (AMI).
» Own and occupy the property as their primary residence.
» Have and be able to explain a financial hardship directly related
to the COVID-19 pandemic on or after January 21, 2020.

How to Apply
Visit michigan.gov/mihaf for program details and to apply. Questions?
Email MSHDA-HO-HAF-Program@michigan.gov or call 844-756-4423.

“Respect for Law” Community Event
The Portage Department of Public Safety, Portage Youth Advisory Committee and Breakfast Optimist Club of Kalamazoo will host the annual
“Respect for Law” event at Ramona Park on Friday, August 5 from 6 - 8:30
PM. The event will feature Law Enforcement displays, including the Portage Public Safety Bike Patrol, Portage K-9 Team, Kalamazoo Metro SWAT,
Kalamazoo County Sheriff Mounted Division, Kalamazoo County Emergency Management, Portage Department of Public Safety – Fire Division
apparatus, Pride Ambulance and more! Experience new interactive and educational displays,
such as youth fingerprinting, bike registration, self-defense, etc. This event does not include
an outdoor movie this year. The event is FREE with refreshments available for purchase.
» Friday, August 5, 6 – 8:30 PM
» Ramona Park (8600 S. Sprinkle Road)
» FREE

Portage City Council

The City Manager

Televised City Meetings

Portage City Council meetings are held twice
a month on Tuesdays at 7 PM at Portage City
Hall (7900 South Westnedge Avenue) in Council
Chambers and are always open to the public.

The City Manager is responsible for the day-to-day operations of the
city. Citizens are encouraged to contact the City Manager with concerns
or complaints about city services by visiting reportit.portagemi.gov or by
calling Complaint Resolution at 329-4404.

City Council, Planning Commission and Zoning Board of
Appeals meetings can be viewed live on Charter channel
995 and AT&T channel 99. All meetings can be viewed via
live streaming at portagemi.gov/205.
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Mayor Patricia M. Randall
(269) 993-2311
patricia.randall@portagemi.gov

Mayor Pro Tem Jim Pearson
(269) 303-5459
councilmemberjp@portagemi.gov

Lisa Brayton
(269) 910-1113
lisa.brayton@portagemi.gov

Chris Burns
(708) 710-3102
chris.burns@portagemi.gov

7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM

Planning Commission Meeting
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
City Council Meeting
Planning Commission Meeting
City Council Meeting

The Portager
The Portager is the official publication of the City of Portage,
used to inform residents of city services and events, as well
as city projects that have significance to Portage citizens.
The newsletter is published monthly and delivered to every
mailbox in the 49002 and 49024 zip codes.

Lori Knapp
(269) 324-0178
lori.knapp@portagemi.gov

Vic Ledbetter
(269) 330-6404
vic.ledbetter@portagemi.gov

Terry R. Urban
(269) 323-8160
terry.urban@portagemi.gov

Adam Herringa, Acting City Manager
(269) 329-4400
herringa@portagemi.gov

This month’s front and back cover photo features
Ramona Park Beach.
PORTAGER Editor
Mary Beth Block | blockm@portagemi.gov
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