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A Message from Mayor
Patricia M. Randall
Everyone seems to have a favorite place.
One that offers amenities they desire. A
special spot that feeds their soul. Welcome to the Portage
parks encompassing 18 parks – with another on the way
– comprising more than 1000 acres of green space. Our
founding leaders certainly set the stage for the future of

A Natural Place To Move!

Summer is the perfect time to explore our parks
Each of our parks offers an array of amenities. Some are
even connected by bike trails. Others are nestled within
our neighborhoods. Several feature water: lakes, creeks,
and wetlands. You can swim, fish, or just sit on a bench
and marvel at a gaggle of geese. Park pavilions, public
restrooms, and even grills accommodate large gatherings.
Portage Parks & Recreation has raised the bar on the
opportunities our city offers to accommodate the ever-

changing trends of our community. Leagues or lessons are
offered for the following activities: Pickleball, softball, corn
hole, disc golf, paddleboard yoga, tennis, paddle sports,
swimming, fishing, biking, archery, culinary interests, and
even drum line. For younger nature enthusiasts, we offer
the Junior Ranger Program, which is a free, activity-based
program offering eight badges for 5 to 13-year-olds.
Ranger-led hikes are open to all ages. Participants discover
so many natural wonders, from the mystery of the Monarch
migration to the rotation of the moon!

Here are just a few highlights:
Celery Flats has long offered a historical view of life in
Portage. Now at Celery Flats, BIKE PORTAGE is offered, which
is a new bike share rental program offering the opportunity
to peddle along our trails. This park hosts “Friday at the
Flats” on the fourth Friday of the month during the summer.
Enjoy food trucks, live music, and family-friendly movies at
dusk.
Ramona Park offers a sandy shore and public swimming
with lifeguards from Memorial Day through Labor Day. An

City Council Approves Annual Budget
The Fiscal Year 2022-2023 Budget was approved by the City Council at its May
24, 2022 meeting. The budget year will begin on July 1, 2022 with a balanced
budget of $97 million and for the 8th year running, no millage increase.
The budget includes capital improvements in the amount of $30 million.
These projects include continued improvements to major and local
streets, the Lake Center District Area, water and stormwater systems, park
and trail projects, and facility, technology and vehicle projects.
The budget also includes contributions in the amount of $181,597 from the
General Fund to nine human service organizations (see article to the right).
These agencies support programs and services to Portage citizens in need.
The ongoing focus on debt reduction is continued in the 2022-2023
budget. It is anticipated that on July 1, 2023, total debt will be down to
$57 million, a reduction of $48 million – or 46% – since 2008.

Governor Whitmer Attends Ribbon-Cutting to
Mark Grand Opening of New State-Of-The-Art
Facility
On May 20, 2022, Governor Gretchen Whitmer joined Mayor
Patricia M. Randall, Portage City Councilmembers, and other
government officials to officially dedicate the new Charles &
Lynn Zhang Portage Community Senior Center. Hundreds
from the community attended the event, including donors
to the Engage. Empower. Enrich. capital campaign, members

Our newest outdoor opportunity – Dr. Martin Luther
King Park – will include five bronze sculptures, meditative
benches, and an interactive interpretive kiosk highlighting
Dr. King’s legacy. This is located on MLK Drive and will be
open this fall. The groundbreaking on June 17 marks the
introduction of our community’s 19th park!
Step out and enjoy the shade of a tree you did not plant.
Take a walk for exercise and mental health. Push a child on a
swing. Feel sand between your toes. Celebrate Michigan in
the summer by finding your favorite Portage park. Why not
set a goal to visit them all?
Hope to see you at the parks!
– Patricia M. Randall

City Budget Supports Area
Human Service Agencies

No Tax Increase for Eight Straight Years

Welcome to the Charles & Lynn Zhang
Portage Community Senior Center!

expanded beach house kitchen allows for healthier food
options at the concession stand. Rentals of kayaks, canoes,
paddleboards, beach games, and lounge chairs are offered
again this summer. Fishing docks, volleyball courts, and the
playground offer something for everyone, regardless of their
age. The addition of four pickleball courts makes this park an
option for major tournaments.

Service Agency

FY2022-23 General
Fund Contribution

Portage Community Center

$63,729

Every year, the City Council, through appropriations
in the General Fund, supports local human
service agencies that offer services and programs
to Portage residents in need. The Human
Services Board reviews applications from various
human service agencies and makes a funding
recommendation to the City Council.

Housing Resources

$25,000

YWCA

$20,000

Catholic Family Services

$22,000

Lending Hands of Michigan

$5,000

The Human Services Board makes its funding
recommendation based on the level of support
the agencies provide to address emergency needs,
such as food assistance, emergency housing, or
utility assistance. Among other criteria, the number
of Portage residents served by each agency is a key
factor in the funding recommendation.

Gryphon Place

$3,700

Kalamazoo Literacy Council

$2,750

Kalamazoo Youth for Christ

$7,500

of the Portage Community Senior Center, and members
of the public. The new Portage Community Senior Center
opened its doors to the public on Monday, May 23 and
resumed programming on Monday, June 6.
The Portage Community Senior Center provides programs
and opportunities to promote personal growth, health,
friendship and independence for adults aged 50 and
over. The center offers a variety of services and activities
that change with the needs and desires of our members,
including exercise classes, health and wellness clinics, a
robust travel program, art and writing instruction, book
clubs, quilting, billiards, chess club, a Veteran’s group, and
the list goes on ...

Twelve Baskets

$19,918

Disability Network

$12,000

Total

$181,597

Membership at the Portage Community Senior Center entitles
anyone 50 years and older to participate in all educational,
social, recreational, volunteer and other regularly scheduled
activities and special events. Membership is good for one
year from the date of registration.
» Annual base membership fees are $30 for Portage
residents and $40 for non-residents.
» Lifetime memberships are $300.
» The daily drop-in fee for non-members is $5 per day.
For more information about membership or the activities
and services offered at the Portage Community Senior
Center, visit are $30 for Portage residents, $40 for nonresidents mypcsc@portagemi.gov or call 329-4555.

Pictured from left to right.
» Lynn Zhang, Governor Gretchen Whitmer, Mayor Patricia M. Randall and
Charles Zhang
» Guests enjoy refreshments provided by Heritage Community of
Kalamazoo
» The Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra provides entertainment
» A view from the upper level over the gallery

A Natural Place to Move
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Swimming Pool Safety
With the arrival of summer comes the enjoyment of
outdoor swimming pools. Private residential swimming
pools, including temporary inflatable pools, have gained
popularity in community neighborhoods. And for good
reason. As an exercise, swimming not only helps reduce
stress but also works all of the body’s major muscles.
Swimming pools also provide the opportunity to perform
water-type aerobic exercises with reduced stress on joints.
One hour of vigorous swimming activity can burn up to 650
calories. More calories than walking or biking.
The following information pertains to residential swimming
pools capable of holding 24-inches or more of water, and
may be helpful if you are making plans to install a new
swimming pool, or have an existing swimming pool:

» A 48-inch tall (non-climbable) fence, including self-closing
and self-locking gates or other barriers, must be provided
for swimming pools. If a house serves as a portion of the
barrier, audible devices announcing the openings of each
door accessing the pool may be required. A powered
safety cover in compliance with ASTM F1346 may also
serve as a barrier.

instructed at a young age through a qualified instruction
program. Even if you don’t have a pool, swimming is a
valuable skill to have should you ever need it.

» Swimming pools need to be located on the same parcel of
property as the house.
» Swimming pools must be setback 8-feet from the side
and rear property lines. Swimming pools also need to be
located at least 10-feet from any other buildings, except
uncovered patios or decks.
» Electrical, water supply, and drainage system regulations
may be applicable depending on the swimming pool
design and size.

A building permit is required for the installation of new
swimming pools to confirm proper placement and ensure
compliance with all applicable safety requirements. The
Department of Community Development can answer any
questions and provide additional information about swimming
pool installation. Please call 329-4477 to learn more.

» Safety is of the utmost importance. Make sure children
and others who may not be able to swim are properly
supervised around a swimming pool. Never leave a child
unattended around a pool. It is also important to ensure
pets are also supervised around the pool.

» Swimming pools must be maintained in clean, sanitary,
and fully operational condition.

Thank You Kalamazoo In Bloom!

Be a Good Neighbor!

The Portage City Centre has been transformed into a
showcase of colorful floral displays. The City of Portage
works in partnership with Kalamazoo in Bloom to plant
locally grown flowers and plants in public spaces to
beautify the community. Volunteers planted thousands
of plants in the City Centre. In addition, volunteers will
stay busy all summer long weeding and maintaining
flower beds along Library Lane, Veteran’s Memorial Park,
the City Centre, and City Hall, as well as container and
hanging baskets in various locations throughout the city.

Park Your Vehicles in a Garage or on an
Improved Surface

» The parking of a motor vehicle, recreational vehicle, or
trailer on a public street for longer than 48 hours.

Neighborhood quality starts with the efforts of its residents.
Be a good neighbor and bring about a positive effect in
your neighborhood! The City of Portage has established
community quality ordinances that are intended to ensure
and enhance the quality of life and to reduce and eliminate
characteristics that create blight or potential blight in the
city. Once such ordinance deals with the parking of vehicles
on private and public property, and the outdoor storage
of dismantled, partially dismantled, or inoperable motor
vehicles. Specifically, the ordinance prohibits:

» The parking on a public street of a motor vehicle,
recreational vehicle, or trailer for purposes of repair, unless
the repair is of an emergency nature. In such a case, the
emergency repair must be completed within two hours.

» If you don’t know how to swim – learn. It’s never too
late and is a great form of exercise. Children should be

» The storage or parking of a motor vehicle, house trailer,
portable living quarters, or similar property in the front
yard, unless the vehicle is in an enclosed structure or on
an improved driveway at least ten feet from the front line
and/or lakeside front property line.
» The storage or parking of a dismantled, partially
dismantled or inoperable motor vehicle or part thereof

Fireworks Safety

The DON’Ts

Summer means baseball, bike rides, backyard barbecues,
and outdoor celebrations. The State of Michigan fireworks
law allows for the use of consumer fireworks on the
following days and times:

» Buy fireworks packaged in brown paper or use unlabeled
fireworks.

» December 31 until 1 a.m. on January 1.

» Place any part of your body directly over a firework device
when lighting the fuse.

» Saturday and Sunday immediately preceding Memorial
Day until 11:45 p.m. on each of those days.
» July 5, if that date is a Friday or Saturday, until 11:45 p.m.

» Point or throw fireworks at other people.

» Saturday and Sunday immediately preceding Labor Day
until 11:45 p.m. on each of those days.

» Carry fireworks in a pocket or shoot them off in a metal or
glass container.

This year for the Fourth of July, the use of fireworks is permitted
from Wednesday, June 29 through Monday, July 4 until 11:45
p.m. However, should weather conditions become hazardous
(such as extreme fire conditions) and a burning restriction is
enacted, the ability to use fireworks will be suspended.

Also...

» Follow the manufacturer’s directions.
» Have an adult supervise fireworks activities, including
sparklers (see below).
» Light fireworks one at a time, then immediately back away
to a safe distance.
» Ensure people and pets are out of range before lighting
fireworks.
» Light fireworks outdoors on a driveway or other paved
surface at least 25 feet away from houses and flammable
materials such as dry grass or mulch.
» Keep a bucket of water or a garden hose handy in case of
fire or other mishaps.
» Douse spent fireworks in a bucket of water before
discarding them into a trash can.

A Natural Place to Move

Along with these ordinances requirements, the city reminds
residents to avoid parking a vehicle so that it blocks a
sidewalk. Remember to remove rubbish and recycling
containers from the curb after the collection date, as
well. These actions will improve the appearance of your
neighborhood and can have additional positive effects such
as increasing the safety and livability of your neighborhood.
If you have a neighborhood issue or concern that you wish
to report, visit reportit.portagemi.gov or contact the
Department of Community Development at 329-4466.

» Allow young children to play with or ignite fireworks.

» June 29 to July 4 until 11:45 p.m. on each of those days.

The DOs

» The parking of a motor vehicle, recreational vehicle, or
trailer on a public street at any time, if such vehicle is
inoperable, for a period exceeding eight hours.

» Experiment with or make your own fireworks.

» Try to relight “duds” or pick up fireworks that have not ignited. (Wait 20 minutes and soak them in a bucket of water.)

The Portage Department of Public Safety – Fire Division
shares the following Dos and Don’ts when it comes to the
responsible use of fireworks.

for more than 48 hours, unless kept in a wholly enclosed
garage or wholly enclosed structure.

» Sparklers are not harmless. Sparklers can reach 2,000°F and
have the potential to cause significant burn injuries. They
can quickly ignite clothing and cause grass fires if thrown
on the ground. Always keep a bucket of water close by to
dispose of used sparklers promptly.
» Be respectful of your neighbors. Those suffering from anxiety, PTSD, or other disorders can be negatively affected by
fireworks. Pets can also be frightened by the noise. Let your
neighbors know your intentions so they can plan accordingly.
» Collect the debris from your fireworks in the street and on
your neighbors’ lawns.
» It is illegal to use fireworks on public property, roads,
sidewalks, school property, church property, or the property
of another without the owner’s expressed permission.
» It is illegal to use or ignite fireworks while intoxicated
or under the influence. When fire-related incidents are
caused by fireworks and result in property damage,
injury, or the death of another person, the responsible
individuals are subject to a misdemeanor or felony charge.
Enjoy your summer and celebrate the holidays sensibly.
If you choose to use fireworks, please do so safely and
responsibly.

portagemi.gov

Source: US Consumer Safety Product Division
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Portage Parks & Recreation Events, Camps & Classes
1,000 Acres. 18 Parks. One City.
To find out more and register online, visit mypark.portagemi.gov and click
the purple Recreation Activities & Facility Rentals button.

Recreation Activities
& Facility Rentals

Geo Mystery Tours - Fantastic Forage

Scalin’ Up For Summer – Presented By Veolia

Movies In the Park – Jumanji: The Next Level

Geocaching with a twist! Hunt for adventure in the Portage
Parks System. A different mystery is revealed every other
month and it’s up to you to uncover the answers. Learn more
and register at mypark.portagemi.gov. Click the purple
Recreation Activities & Facility Rentals button. Join the story
at any time, but all adventures must be completed by June 30.

Portage Parks & Recreation is kicking off summer with our
newest event, Scalin’ Up for Summer – presented by Veolia!
This event combines the best of Family Fishing Fair and
Reptile Roundup for a whole new adventure. Get an upclose look (and touch) of different types of reptiles, explore
the world of fishing and boating, participate in aquatic
conservation, and learn lure making, knot tying, and fly
casting. Learn cool reptile facts, characteristics, and habitats
from fun presentations. This event is one the biggest of the
season, so get ready to be wowed by scaly friends.

Join us for FREE family-friendly
entertainment at the Celery
Flats Historical Area. The movie
starts at 9 PM (or shortly after
depending on sunset). Bring a
blanket or chair for lawn seating. Stop by Friday at the Flats
before the movie (4:30 - 8:30 PM) for a bite to eat from local
food trucks or bring your own snacks.

Breakfast With A Biologist
Join a Michigan Department of Natural
Resources scientist on a walk through
the Gourdneck State Game Area to
learn more about this hidden Portage
gem. Afterward, sit down and enjoy a light breakfast
and an opportunity to ask questions. While all ages are
welcome, this program will require walking off-trail and
on old footpaths. Please wear close-toed shoes, weatherappropriate clothing, and bug spray. No amenities on-site.
» Wednesday, June 8, 9 AM
» Gourdneck State Game Area – Angling Road Parking Lot
» $5 per person (Registration required)

Summer Concert Series

Series Sponsor

Denise Davis & The Motor City Sensations
Ardent music lovers from the Motor
City will tell you, “There ain’t no party
like a Dee-troit party!” Denise Davis
and the Motor City Sensations is one of the most dynamic
and entertaining bands and is comprised of some of the
best musicians and singers around, with a repertoire of R&B,
Pop, Funk, Top 40, Soul, and the classics.
» Thursday, June 9, 7 PM
» Overlander Bandshell (7999 South Westnedge Avenue)
» FREE
The Governor’s Own 126th Army Band
Come support the 126th Army Band of the Michigan
National Guard for this bonus performance. Stationed
in Belmont, the band is commanded by Chief Warrant
Officer Three, Kimberly Ferrante from Lake Orion. The
First Sergeant is Andrew Schwallier from Grand Rapids
and the Drum Major is Staff Sergeant Chris Hurban from
Portage. During their performance, the band will break into
ensembles, such as a Brass Band, Rock Band, Ceremonial
Band, and Jazz Combo.

» Saturday, June 11, 10 AM - 1 PM
» Celery Flats (7335 Garden Lane)
» FREE (No registration required)

Junior Ranger Earn-A-Badge Workshop
History Badge
Need a little help with finishing your History badge? During
this workshop, a Junior Ranger may bring an adult and
together, work on History badge activities. This program
is free, includes supplies and is led by Parks staff. Space is
limited, so don’t wait to register!
» Thursday June 16, 6-7 PM
» Schrier Park (850 West Osterhout Avenue)
» FREE (Registration required)

Bike-Opoly
Test your bike safety knowledge with a board-game-style
interactive trail. Bike from Celery Flats towards Bicentennial
Park and stop at our hands-on bike “Safety Avenues.”
Participate in a quick activity, collect your “Bike Bucks” and
move on to the next space on the game board. In the end,
hand in your “Bike Bucks” for an award. This is a drop-in
program with the last participant starting at 3:45 PM.
» Saturday, June 18, 1 - 4 PM
» Celery Flats (7335 Garden Lane)
» FREE (No registration required)

Friday at the Flats
Visit Friday at the Flats to get a taste of
Friday At
Portage! Join us on the fourth Friday of the
The
Flats
month all summer long and experience a
Great Food, Great Music
wide range of food trucks and live music.
Seating is limited, but lawn space is plentiful, so bring a
blanket or chair. Connect with your loved ones at Celery
Flats through food and fun.

» Thursday, June 30, 7 PM
» Overlander Bandshell (7999 South Westnedge Avenue)
» FREE

» Friday, June 24, 4:30 - 8 :30 PM
» Celery Flats Pavilion (7335 Garden Lane)
» FREE (Food available for purchase from food truck vendors)

News from Portage Parks & Recreation

reduce CO2 emissions. “MovePortage” highlights local
businesses who offer amenities to cyclists to assist in their
travels helping to create a bike friendly environment for our
vibrant community. To become a “MovePortage” bikefriendly business, companies are evaluated on their bicycle
amenities, such as bike racks, and their cycling advocacy.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Park Dedication
On Friday, June 17 at 10 a.m., the public is invited to attend
the dedication ceremony of the new Martin Luther King, Jr.
Park at 1000 Martin Luther King Drive (corner of Constitution
Boulevard and Martin Luther King Drive). The ceremony will
also commemorates Juneteenth, which is Sunday, June 19.
Light refreshments will be served.
The land for the development of Martin Luther King, Jr. Park was
donated by Village Green Properties LLC. Construction has just
begun and is expected to be complete in fall 2022. The park
design was developed by a committee including Dr. Romeo
Phillips, past City of Portage Councilmember and community
advocate; Donna Odom, former Executive Director for the
Society for History and Racial Equity; Sydney Davis, Executive
Director for the Black Arts and Cultural Center; and Dr. Monifa
Jumanne, Jumanne and Associates, community advocate. The
Park will include a series of five bronze sculptures highlighting
Dr. King and his messages, a “Garden of Hope”, “Beacon of
Light” landscape corridors, interpretive graphics highlighting
Dr. King’s legacy, and meditative benches and shade trees.

MovePortage
The City of Portage “MovePortage” initiative is designed
to promote a bike-friendly cycling culture. The program
encourages businesses to support resident exercise and
alternative modes of transportation, such as cycling to

A Natural Place to Move

Businesses can complete an online application by visiting
portagemi.gov/793/. For more information on how to
become a bike friendly business, call Portage Parks &
Recreation at 329-4522 or email mypark@portagemi.gov.
We congratulate the following businesses which have been
awarded the Portage Bicycle Friendly Business designation:
Blain’s Farm and Fleet, Latitude 42, Mercantile Bank, Pedal
Bicycle, Water Street Coffee, Heads Up Hair Salon, and Earth
Fare. These businesses received Portage Bicycle Friendly
Business status for two years, a “MovePortage” window decal,
and the joy of creating a bike friendly culture in our city!

Save Our Shorelines
Portage is home to a diverse number of ecosystems for which
we are all stewards. The 11 lakes and wetlands in the City of
Portage feature nearly 49 miles of shoreline. Shorelines are
important for attracting and providing habitats for butterflies,
fish, frogs, and turtles, in addition to limiting erosion and
creating healthier lakes and streams. Natural shorelines also
discourage geese and other waterfowl since they typically
congregate on property with easy access to large open lawns
that can’t hide predators. This is the perfect time of year to
portagemi.gov

» Friday, June 24, 9 PM
» Celery Flats Historical Area (7335 Garden Lane)
» FREE (No registration required)

Great American Campout
The National Wildlife Federation
“Great American Campout” has moved
to Schrier Park. Reserve your site
today for the whole family. Campsites
are limited for this classic summer
experience. Enjoy s’mores and other campfire snacks
plus dinner and breakfast (included in the price). Learn
survival skills, play camp games and create classic camp
crafts. To end the evening, enjoy a bonfire or Ranger-led
night hike. Provide your own tent for this event; if you need
assistance finding or renting a tent, please call Portage
Parks & Recreation. Check-in and camp set-up begin at 3
PM on Saturday, June 25 with check-out on Sunday, June
26 by 10:30 AM. Restrooms will be open during this event.
Scholarships are available. Register by June 12.
» Saturday, June 25 - Sunday, June 26 (check-in starts at 3
PM Saturday)
» Rain Date: July 30 - 31
» Schrier Park (850 West Osterhout Avenue)
» $50 per campsite, includes all activities (Registration
required)

Adult Fall Softball: Co-ed and Men’s
Join us for a 7-week fall softball season beginning August
8. A minimum of four teams are needed to run a division.
Game duration will be 60 minutes and have earlier start
times beginning in September to adjust for the diminishing
sunlight. Registration opens on June 27 with a registration
deadline of July 22.
» Monday through Thursday, beginning August 8
» $400 per team (Registration required)

enhance shorelines with native plantings. The city offers
resources to help you choose plantings to beautify your yards
naturally, develop rain gardens, and prevent the spread of
aquatic invasive species. Download a Smart Gardening flyer
from MSU Extension at https://www.canr.msu.edu/home_
gardening/tip_sheets/smart-shorelands. Printed copies are available
at Portage Parks & Recreation. Do your part to save our
shorelines and keep Portage a Natural Place to Move!

Portage Park Board Arts Committee
The Portage Park Board has formed a new Arts Committee
to assist with expanding public art in Portage. Members of
the committee will have opportunities to be part of public art
concept reviews; participate in art exhibitions, events, workshops, and festivals; and meet and collaborate with other area
artists. Plans to expand opportunities for the arts in Portage are
underway, including a public art mural program, expansion of
exhibitions and festivals, and outdoor sculpture projects.
Those with an interest in serving on the Portage Arts
Committee including all visual and performing artists as well as
arts guilds, arts organizations and galleries, art educators, and
those who support and want to be involved in Portage arts, are
asked to complete an application at portagemi.gov/416. The
committee will meet two to three times a year to provide
feedback on programs and initiatives for expanding the arts in
the community. For more information, call Portage Parks &
Recreation at 329-4522 or email mypark@portagemi.gov.
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July Board of Review

Redistricting and Voter ID Cards

The City of Portage Board of Review will meet at City Hall
(7900 South Westnedge Avenue), on Tuesday, July 19,
2022 at 10 AM, until such time as the Board completes its
business. The purpose of the July Board of Review is to
address clerical errors and mutual mistakes of fact related to
real and personal property assessments.
Requests for Disabled Veterans Exemptions and Poverty
Exemptions will also be considered at this time. Download a
Disabled Veterans Exemption Affidavit or a Poverty Exemption
Application at portagemi.gov/156. Completed forms must be
received by the City Assessor no later than Friday, July 1, 2022.
The Board of Review may also consider 2019 through 2021
homeowner’s Principal Residence Exemptions (PRE) where
no previous affidavit was filed and denied. Download a
Board of Review PRE Request form and a #2368 PRE Affidavit
at portagemi.gov/156. PRE Affidavits must be completed
prior to the meeting.
Any clerical errors or mutual mistakes of fact that need
to be presented to the Board can be scheduled by calling
329-4433 or by visiting the Office of the City Assessor prior
to the meeting. The forms mentioned in this article can also
be obtained by visiting the Office of the City Assessor at City
Hall, Monday through Friday, 8 AM to 5 PM.
All forms, written appeals and requests may be mailed,
e-mailed or placed in the drop box at City Hall. Completed
applications for a Poverty Exemption request should be
received by the City Assessor no later than 5 PM on Friday,
July 1, 2022 to be considered at the July Board of Review. All
other forms, written appeals and requests must be received
by the City Assessor by 5 PM on Monday, July 18, 2022.

The Michigan Independent Citizens
Redistricting Commission approved
new voting district maps in December
2021, which will take effect with the
August 2022 state primary election.
Redistricting is the decennial process by which new
congressional and state legislative district boundaries are
updated following completion of the United States census.
As a result of the 2020 Census, Michigan lost one seat in
the U.S. House of Representatives. This representation
change affects all Michigan registered voters. Additionally,
Kalamazoo County reduced the number of County
Commissioners in October 2021 from eleven to nine

Home Improvement Loans

commissioners. The City of Portage now comprises county
District 4 and District 5. As part of these updates, the City of
Portage voting precinct boundaries were also updated.
The City of Portage is required to issue every resident a
new voter ID card, which residents can expect to receive
in early June. Be sure to carefully inspect your new voter
ID card upon arrival, as your precinct location may have
changed. If you receive a voter ID card for someone
who does not currently live at your address, please write
“return to sender” on the card and drop it back in the mail.
A map of the new City of Portage precincts can be viewed
online at portagemi.gov/233. To search your personal
Michigan voter record, visit michigan.gov/vote. Questions?
Call the Office of the City Clerk at 329-4511.

Household Size

Maximum Annual Income
(All Programs)

1 Person

$43,350

2 Person

$49,550

3 Person

$55,750

4 Person

$61,900

5 Person

$66,900

6 Person

$71,850

7 Person

$76,800

8 Person

$81,750

Summer is the perfect time to review the condition of
your roof and other basic services. The City of Portage
offers up to $20,000 per housing unit in the form of a no
interest deferred loan for home improvements including
energy efficiency improvements!
Eligibility for all programs includes maximum income
limits established by the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development (see table to the right). All loans are
deferred and require no payments if the house remains
the principal residence of the homeowner.

Questions? Please call the
City of Portage Department of
Community Development at
329-4477 for complete
program details and additional
information.

Mailing Address & Drop Box Location:
Office of the City Assessor
7900 S Westnedge Ave, Portage, MI 49002
Email Address: assessingdept@portagemi.gov
Phone: 329-4433
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City Hall and all non-emergency city
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Junteenth
» Monday, June 20

Fourth of July

ECRWSS

» Monday, July 4
In the event of a police, fire or medical
emergency, please dial 9-1-1.

POSTAL CUSTOMER

Portage City Council

The City Manager

Televised City Meetings

Portage City Council meetings are held twice
a month on Tuesdays at 7 PM at Portage City
Hall (7900 South Westnedge Avenue) in Council
Chambers and are always open to the public.

The City Manager is responsible for the day-to-day operations of the
city. Citizens are encouraged to contact the City Manager with concerns
or complaints about city services by visiting reportit.portagemi.gov or by
calling Complaint Resolution at 329-4404.

City Council, Planning Commission and Zoning Board of
Appeals meetings can be viewed live on Charter channel
995 and AT&T channel 99. All meetings can be viewed via
live streaming at portagemi.gov/205.
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Mayor Pro Tem Jim Pearson
(269) 303-5459
councilmemberjp@portagemi.gov

Vic Ledbetter
(269) 330-6404
vic.ledbetter@portagemi.gov

Lisa Brayton
(269) 910-1113
lisa.brayton@portagemi.gov

Terry R. Urban
(269) 323-8160
terry.urban@portagemi.gov

Chris Burns
(708) 710-3102
chris.burns@portagemi.gov

Adam Herringa, Acting City Manager
(269) 329-4400
herringa@portagemi.gov

7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM

Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
City Council Meeting
Planning Commission Meeting
City Council Meeting

The Portager
The Portager is the official publication of the City of Portage,
used to inform residents of city services and events, as well
as city projects that have significance to Portage citizens.
The newsletter is published monthly and delivered to every
mailbox in the 49002 and 49024 zip codes.
This month’s front and back cover photo features the new
Charles & Lynn Zhang Portage Community Senior Center
at 203 East Centre Avenue.
PORTAGER Editor
Mary Beth Block | blockm@portagemi.gov

A Natural Place to Move
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