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A Message from Mayor
Patricia M. Randall
April showers bring May flowers, so the
saying goes. After a long Michigan winter,
the Spring awakening renews my spirit!
This May, we as a community have something else to
celebrate: The opening of the Charles and Lynn Zhang
Portage Community Senior Center. As a beacon of hope
during the darkest days of COVID, this building – almost
miraculously – rose from the ground. Due to good fiscal
planning and a little luck, most materials were ordered
before supply chain issues and soaring prices took hold.
This state-of-the-art, 36,000-square-foot building was
completed on budget and (pretty close) to on time. Hats off to
American Village Builders who managed the production phase
of construction. They took every opportunity to hire local
tradesmen and their craftsmanship and attention to detail
rivals many homes. It is surely a place we can all be proud of.
The design of the building is the work of Byce and
Associates. This architect team worked with our staff and
local seniors to create spaces that rise to the demands of
today, with room to grow to accommodate the needs of
tomorrow. The center is designed to stand the test of time

Welcome to the
Charles & Lynn Zhang
Portage Community Senior Center!
The City of Portage announces the completion of
construction of the new Charles & Lynn Zhang Portage
Community Senior Center. This unique state-of-the-art
facility is the result of a public/private funding partnership
that made our vision a reality. With more than 36,000
square feet of program space, program offerings will
include expanded fitness classes, a fitness center, a central
café space, a performance area, and more.
The public is invited to attend the official ribboncutting ceremony on Friday, May 20 at 11 AM.
Building tours will be offered and information about
PCSC programming and membership will be available.
The existing Portage Senior Center is now closed and all
activities have been paused so that staff can complete
the transition to the new building. Regularly scheduled
programming will resume in the new PCSC on Monday,
June 6.
Membership in the Portage Community Senior Center
offers discounts on paid programming, as well as access
to “members only” events. Portage residency is not
required! Annual membership fees are $30 for Portage
residents and $40 for non-residents, and a lifetime
membership is available for a one-time fee of $300.
The City of Portage is grateful to the many community
members, businesses, and organizations that supported
this innovative project with a donation to our capital
campaign. The new Charles & Lynn Zhang Portage
Community Senior Center will shine as a destination
and offer opportunities to Engage, Empower & Enrich
older adults in our community and beyond.

and certainly exceeds all of my expectations!
We owe a “thank you” to Joe Kuiper who sold the city the final
piece of property required to construct the building on that
site. Mr. Kuiper was reluctant to sell the house his father built
in 1954; it was still home to his family. He did it not because
he wanted to, but for the “greater good.” A memorial stone
and landscaping marking the original location of the home
commemorates the Kuiper family’s legacy, dating back to a
decade prior to Portage becoming a city.
Thank you to the 325 donors – both individual and
corporate – who pledged to build this center. The City
Council committed to matching private funds “dollar-fordollar.” We raised $5.7 million dollars in private money,
including $1.5 million from the State of Michigan. The
actual cost of the building is $10.8 million. Public funds
to construct and furnish the center came from our Capital
Improvement Program and a bond.
The result? Our first ever public/private funding campaign, led
by Sarah Baker and Jim Stephanak, was a huge success! There
was no millage increase and we maintained our AA+ Bond
rating, which allows us to borrow money at a low interest rate.
Of course, special thanks are owed to Lynn and Charles
Zhang. We simply could not have done this without them.
They committed $2 million early in our campaign. Their
gift encouraged and accelerated the private donations

May is National Bike Month
The City of Portage is proud to
be recognized by the League of
American Bicyclists (LAB) as a Silver
Bicycle Friendly Community. The
Silver BFC award recognizes the
commitment of the City of Portage to
improving conditions for all people
who bike through investments in
bike education programs, regular bike events that promote
and encourage people to choose biking, pro-bike policies,
and bike infrastructure.

Healthy Neighborhoods Create
Great Communities
Be a Neighborhood Steward
Every great community includes healthy and vibrant
neighborhoods. While there are many ways to create a high
quality of life in a community, many simplistic actions can
help to maintain and improve neighborhoods, and make
Portage a great place to live, work and play.
Maintain Your Lawn. One of the most frequent complaints
the city receives in the summer pertains to unkept lawns.
City ordinances require lawns to be no more than 8 inches
tall. Help promote a sense of community and keep your
neighborhood looking pleasant by maintaining your lawn.
Remove or Properly Store Trash. Another common
complaint is the outdoor storage of trash or junk. Please
ensure that all such items are properly disposed of in an
approved trash receptacle. City ordinance does not permit
garbage containers to be stored at the curb.
Properly Store/Park Vehicles. Inoperable vehicles must
be removed from your property or stored in a garage. All
operable vehicles must be parked on a paved surface
(concrete, asphalt, or pavers). Questions about where a
vehicle may be parked or stored, or about expanding your
existing driveway can be directed to the Department of
Community Development at 329-4477.
Maintain Your Home's Exterior. Maintain your painted
walls, windows, and trim. Repair siding and roofing and
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required to meet our goal. And the Zhangs did not stop
there. Regular performances by the Kalamazoo Symphony
Orchestra and the addition of mahjong are direct
contributions from the Zhangs, as they help us to expand
our future cultural offerings.
There is something remarkable about a community
that prioritizes its seniors. It speaks to the quality of the
character of people who call Portage home. As Baby
Boomers reach retirement age in record numbers, the
“want” for centers that focus on keeping seniors engaged
and relevant in society becomes more of a “need.” It is
my hope that the Portage Community Senior Center will
be a mecca for anyone and everyone at least 50 years of
age, regardless of their gender, race, economic status, or
education level. The mantra, “All are welcome and all are
equal” will echo through these halls.
From the bottom of my heart, I thank you, Portage, for
transforming this vision into reality!
The Grand Opening of the Charles and Lynn Zhang Portage
Community Senior Center is Friday, May 20, 2022 from
11 AM - 1 PM. Tours, refreshments, and entertainment by
the Kalamazoo Sympathy will be provided free of charge.
As said in the movie Field of Dreams, “If you build it, they will
come!” I hope to see you there!
– Patricia M. Randall

May is National Bike Month and in 2022, we'll be
celebrating ways to #BikeThere. Bike to Work Week is May 1622, with Bike to Work Day on Friday, May 20, 2022. According
to the LAB, 40% of all trips in the U.S. are less than two miles,
making bicycling a feasible and fun way to get around.
With 23 miles of off-road trails and 41 miles of bicycle lanes,
Portage is a great place to get from here to there.
Whether you already ride daily or you’re just curious, Bike
Month is the perfect time to think about biking there. Try
biking to the store or to meet a friend. Try biking to work (on
Bike to Work Day!) or the park. Try biking for fun or fitness.
Watch our social media channels during May for tips on safe
cycling, trail biking etiquette, and biking events activities.

clean rain gutters. Call Community Development regarding
the city's housing assistance programs.
Keep Drainage Grates Clear. Inspect storm drain grates near
your property and remove debris. Don’t blow grass clippings,
leaves, or debris into the street. Don't use a drain as a dumpster
for garbage or pet waste. Major storm drain maintenance
needs can be reported to the Department of Transportation &
Utilities at 329-4422.
Need a Permit? If you are considering a home project, be
sure to observe local regulations, including building and
zoning codes. Check with the Community Development to
determine if a permit is required for your project.
Be Courteous.
» Do not block driveways, mailboxes, or sidewalks with
vehicles, RVs, boats, or landscaping equipment.
» Keep pets on a leash or confined to secured yard areas.
» Clean up after pets and avoid excessive dog barking.
» Avoid playing loud music or operating power tools during
early morning or late-night hours.
Be Helpful. Assist elderly or disabled neighbors with tasks
that may prove challenging for them, like gutter cleaning, leaf
raking, or moving garbage containers to and from the street.
If you have a neighborhood issue or concern that you wish
to report, visit reportit.portagemi.gov or contact Community
Development at 329-4477.
Desirable neighborhoods are important building blocks of
a great community. Neighborhood quality starts with the
efforts of its residents. Be a neighborhood steward and
bring about a positive effect in your neighborhood!
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2022 Major
Street & Utility
Reconstruction
Projects
In Portage, detour signs point to progress! Safe, quality roads
make a critical contribution to a city's economic development
and growth and bring about important social benefits. We
realize that motorists and residents may be inconvenienced
during construction projects by detours, local road closures,
dust, noise, heavy equipment traffic, and increased traffic on
surrounding roads. However, when projects are complete,
the benefits include reducing costly vehicle repairs caused
by inferior roads, the number or severity of accidents, and
congestion during peak travel times.
The following major street and utility reconstruction
projects are planned for this summer.

City of Portage Projects

radii at intersections, barrier-free access at all sidewalk crossings
including tactile warning surfaces, pavement milling, and
asphalt resurfacing are all part of this project. A single lane in
both directions is expected to be open for the majority of the
project except during milling and paving operations. During
milling and paving, the eastbound direction will continue to be
maintained, but the westbound direction will be detoured. The
expected construction period is June through August 2022.

Romence Road Sanitary Sewer, US-131 to Angling Road
Sanitary sewer and water main will be installed, along with
asphalt resurfacing. The expected construction period is
May through September 2022.

2022 Local Street Reconstruction
Projects on several local (neighborhood) streets shown below
are planned, which include storm drainage improvements,
concrete curb radii at intersections, sidewalk installation,
barrier-free access at all sidewalk crossings including tactile
warning surfaces, pavement milling, and asphalt resurfacing.

West Kilgore Road, Oakland Drive to South Westnedge
The project on this busy border street includes concrete
curb repair, barrier-free access at all sidewalk crossings
including tactile warning surfaces, pavement milling and
asphalt resurfacing. The designated detour route is South
Westnedge Avenue, Whites Road, Oakland Drive. The
expected construction period is May through August 2022.

Evergreen Street*
Hickory Point Drive
Kalarama Avenue (portions)
Pfitzer Avenue (portions)
Radcliffe Avenue (portions)

Ridgefield Road (sidewalk only)*
Tattersall Road (portions)*
Trotwood Street
Westchester Street
Westshire Street

* These streets include sidewalk installation.

Lovers Lane, East Milham Avenue to East Kilgore Road
This major street project involves replacing 750 feet of City of
Kalamazoo water main south of East Kilgore Road, sanitary
sewer extension north of I-94, barrier-free access at all sidewalk
crossings including tactile warning surfaces, pavement milling,
and asphalt resurfacing. A single lane in both directions
is expected to be open during the project. The expected
construction period is June through August 2022.
South Westnedge Avenue, Mall Drive to Trade Centre Way
Microsurfacing of the existing roadway is planned, as well as
replacing approximately 2,450 feet of 4-feet-wide sidewalk
with 5-feet-wide sidewalk and landscaping improvements.
Microsurfacing is a tough layer of asphalt emulsion blended
with finely crushed stone for traction. This is a cost-effective
method to renew the road surface and seal minor cracks and
other irregularities while prolonging the life of the pavement.
The expected construction period is May through July 2022.

Angling Road Storm Sewer Improvements, Squire Heath
Lane to Romence Road
This infrastructure project includes the installation of
additional underground storm sewer storage to alleviate storm
water flooding on Angling Road from Squire Heath Lane to
Romence Road. Angling Road will be closed to through traffic
during the construction. The designated detour route is West
Centre Avenue, Oakland Drive, and West Milham Avenue. The
expected construction period is June through August 2022.
Portage Road & Willoughby Drive Water Main Installation,
East Milham Avenue to the north
The scope of work for this project includes 750 feet of new
water main along the east side of Portage Road north of East
Milham Avenue, 500 feet of new water main on Willoughby
Drive north of East Milham Avenue, and asphalt resurfacing.
New sidewalk will be installed on the north side of East Milham
Avenue from Portage Road to Willoughby Drive. The expected
construction period is May through September 2022.

Major road projects by other jurisdictions that affect Portage
residents, businesses and motorists are shown below.

City of Kalamazoo Project

Michigan Department of Transportation Project
I-94, Lovers Lane to Sprinkle Road
This multi-year project involves widening of I-94 from four to six
lanes, removal of Kilgore Road bridge, and a new single-point
urban interchange design at Portage Road, similar to the I-94/
South Westnedge Avenue interchange. In 2022, two lanes of
traffic will be maintained in each direction on westbound I-94
while the eastbound lanes are rebuilt. I-94 traffic will be shifted
to the eastbound lanes in early July to begin rebuilding the
westbound lanes. The detour route for the westbound I-94
ramp to Portage Road is the I-94 Business Loop, exit 81, Sprinkle
Road, and Cork Street. The expected construction period is
April 2021 through December 2022.
As with all construction projects occurring in or near public
roadways, motorists are asked to pay special attention in
work zones. Please use caution around the construction
workers and remember to Give ‘em a Break!
Visit portagemi.gov/295 or scan the
QR Code to see the latest project
updates and to subscribe to
Construction Project notifications.
Please call the Department of
Transportation & Utilities at 329-4422
with any questions.

Romence Road, Angling Road to Oakland Drive
Storm drainage improvements, installation of concrete curb
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Spring is finally (maybe?) here, and with that, many Portagers
like to be outdoors with their family and friends enjoying a
campfire. As a reminder, the City of Portage does not allow
open burning, but does allow residents to enjoy recreational
campfires (bonfires). City Ordinance Sec. 34-94 provides
regulations about bonfires.

Permanent Fire Pit

Visit portagemi.gov/581 for complete requirements for the
construction of a permanent fire pit. An inspection by a fire
representative of a new fire pit is required and if found to meet
all requirements, will issue a permit to the homeowner that will
be good for two years. The cost of the initial permit is $20. At
the end of the two years, a $5 renewal permit is required.

Portable Fire Pit
Portable campfire devices that are typically purchased at
a commercial retailer DO NOT require a permit. However,
the use of these devices still requires the property owner to
follow all regulations for recreational fires.

» A recreational fire shall be constantly attended by a
competent adult of 18 years or older until such fire is
extinguished.
» A garden hose connected to a water supply must be
readily available any time a fire is kindled in addition
to any other fire extinguishing equipment that may be
present.
» Materials to be burned must be in a pile no larger than 3
feet in diameter and 2 feet high.
» No fire may be kindled when the wind speed is 10 mph
or greater. If wind speed increases to in excess of 10 mph
the fire must immediately be extinguished.
» All fires must be extinguished prior to midnight.
» Fires are for recreational or cooking purposes only.
Burning of leaves, brush, or other yard waste or
construction waste is expressly prohibited.
» The permit holder will be responsible for the abatement
of conditions that cause complaints from others. This
includes heavy smoke, noxious odors, floating debris, etc.
Violations of the rules and regulations can cause the fire to
be extinguished and the possible issuance of a civil citation
for a violation of the adopted fire code.
Call the Portage Department of Public Safety – Fire Division
at 329-4487 with questions regarding bonfires in Portage.

The City of Portage is one of only ten
cities in Michigan to receive certification
from the National Weather
Service as a "StormReady"
Community. To be recognized
as StormReady, an agency
must have means of receiving warning notifications,
current weather status monitoring, warning dissemination
capabilities, and providing public education activities.

Did

YOU

Portage maintains an Emergency Coordination Center (ECC)
that is activated to manage the local response to a major
weather event or other local disasters. The Portage ECC is
used as the Kalamazoo County's backup Emergency Operations Center (EOC). To ensure operational readiness, city
staff participate in several tabletop, functional and full-scale
drills annually. Portage first responders also participate in
Kalamazoo County Office of Emergency Management drills.
A system of outdoor warning sirens, which provide
warning notifications in the event of a weather emergency,
is maintained by the Department of Public Safety. The
outdoor warning system is designed to warn citizens
while they are outdoors. The warning sirens are not
designed to wake residents from sleep or be heard over
other home activities. The warning siren system is tested on
the first Saturday of every month at 1 PM, during which the
sirens are sounded to ensure they are operating properly.

Curbside Collection of Brush and Bagged Leaves

Volunteer With Us in Your Portage Parks!

The curbside collection of brush and leaves begins May 2.
Leaves must be bagged in biodegradable paper yard waste
bags and placed separately from brush at the curb. Residents
are reminded to place materials at the curb by 7 AM on the
Monday of the designated collection week. A collection map
and complete details regarding the Curbside Brush Collection
Program can be found at portagemi.gov/280.

To help preserve the local and natural habitats from a garlic mustard invasion, the Portage
Environmental Board and Portage Parks & Recreation sponsor garlic mustard pulls in several
city parks each spring. Volunteers learn how to identify garlic mustard, remove it, and
properly dispose of it. Please join us and your fellow citizens by volunteering to help pull
garlic mustard. Garlic mustard pulls are planned from 9 AM to 12 PM on the following dates:

May Brush Collection
Zone 1

Week of May 2

Zone 2

Week of May 9

Zone 3

Week of May 16

Zone 4

Week of May 23

Brush & Leaf Drop Off Day is May 28
The City of Portage Compost Facility will be open for residents to drop off brush and bagged
leaves from 9 AM to 1 PM on Saturday, May 28. Leaves must be bagged in biodegradable
paper yard waste bags separate from loose brush. The compost facility is located at 10905
Oakland Drive, just south of West Osterhout Avenue. Department of Public Works staff will
be on-site to direct patrons to the proper location to deposit brush and bagged leaves.
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» May 7 Lexington Green Park (4750 Pittsford Street)	  
» May 15 South Westnedge Park (9010 South Westnedge Avenue)
» May 21 Portage Creek Bicentennial Park (910 East Milham Avenue)   
No registration is required. Garlic Mustard pulls will only be cancelled in the event of severe
weather. To receive updates on weather cancellations, additional volunteer opportunities,
and upcoming board meetings, sign up for Notify Me at portagemi.gov and subscribe to
Environmental Board updates.
Questions? Call the Department of Transportation & Utilities at 329-4422. To learn more
about garlic mustard and other invasive species in the area visit portagemi.gov/414.
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Portage Parks & Recreation Events, Camps & Classes
1,000 Acres. 18 Parks. One City.

Recreation Activities
& Facility Rentals

To find out more and register online, visit mypark.portagemi.gov and click
the purple Recreation Activities & Facility Rentals button.

City Hall Exhibitions
Rotating exhibitions are featured in the lobby at Portage City
Hall (7900 South Westnedge Avenue) throughout the year and
focus on local arts and history. The exhibitions are FREE to the
public and are open Monday through Friday from 8 AM – 5 PM.
History Of Portage Pioneer Families
Immerse yourself in Portage history and discover what life
was like for pioneer families during the 1800s. Learn about
the founding families who settled the northwest corner of
Portage. Explore the family trees of the Brooks and Howard
families and find out what compelled them to hang their hats
in Portage. Examine the previously unpublicized historical
map of the northwest corner of Portage and compare it to
life today. For a deeper look into the fascinating history of
Portage, join the Historic District Commission for their Historic
Preservation Month Celebration (see below).
» May 6 - June 24

Ranger Hike - Migration Station
Take a hike with Portage Parks Rangers through West Lake
Nature Preserve, a pit stop for an array of migratory birds.
Learn about their migration journey throughout the year
and how to identify different species. Participants are
encouraged to bring binoculars, notebooks, and pens and
dress appropriately for the weather.
» Sunday, May 15, 2 PM
» West Lake Nature Preserve (9001 South Westnedge Avenue)
» FREE (Registration required)

Junior Ranger Club

A G E PA R
KS

O

RT

JU

R

P

Arts Badge Earn-A-Badge Workshop
The Junior Ranger Club is a fun way to
learn more about the Portage Park system
ARTS
and to earn an official Junior Ranger shield
E
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as a park steward. The Junior Ranger Club
is an activity-based program offering eight different badges
that can be earned by completing specific activities: arts,
endurance, health, history, nature, science, service, and survival.
Need a little help finishing your badge activities? Bring an
adult to this workshop and together, work on your arts badge
activities. The workshop is free, includes supplies, and is led
by Parks staff. Space is limited, so do not wait to register!
» Thursday, May 19, 6 - 7 PM
» Schrier Park (850 West Osterhout Avenue)
» FREE (Registration required)

you loved, together. Bring a picnic dinner to enjoy while
you decorate your lantern. Live music will play until launch
time at 9:30 PM. Lantern kits include a floating lantern to
launch on the water and a marker to decorate your lantern
with your family. Kits will be distributed to each registered
participant beginning at 8 PM. To avoid impacting the
environment, Portage Parks & Recreation will retrieve all of
the lanterns from the lake after the festival. Participation is
limited. Registration is required by May 18.

On Saturday, May 21, the Mayors of Portage and Kalamazoo
will lead an 8-mile bike tour to commemorate Kalamazoo
Bike Week, which runs from May 7 - 14. The event will start
at Bicentennial Park on Milham Avenue. Refreshments will
be served after the bike tour. Register by May 19.
» Saturday, May 21, Depart at 9 AM
» Bicentennial Park (910 East Milham Avenue)
» FREE (Registration Required)

Lanterns On The Lake
Light up the lake with a lantern that honors loved ones or
float words of hope and encouragement. Feel hope and
happiness with your community as you remember those

Farmers Market

» Saturday, May 21, 8 - 9:30 PM
» Ramona Park (8600 South Sprinkle Road)
» $10 per person (Each person must register for a lantern kit)

The Disc Golf Experience
Don’t miss your shot! Portage Parks & Recreation brings you
the Disc Golf Experience. Learn how to throw a variety of
discs, the art of putting, and everything you need to know
to get started as a disc golfer. Registration closes on May 16.
» Sunday, May 22, 10 AM - 2 PM
» Ramona Park (8600 South Sprinkle Road)
» $15 per player (Registration required)

Adult Pickleball Clinics
Beginner Clinic
If you ever wondered what pickleball was all about, this clinic
is for you! National Champions, Jim & Yvonne Hackenberg
teach players how to play the game, with a few basic game
strategies and drills. Participants must bring a paddle, but
balls will be provided. Registration ends May 20.
» Thursday, May 26, 5:30 - 7 PM
» Ramona Park (8600 South Sprinkle Road)
» $40 per player (Registration required)
Intermediate Clinic
Ready to take your pickleball game to the next level? Participants should have a basic understanding of pickleball and the
rules or have completed the Beginner Clinic. The Intermediate
Clinic will focus on advanced strategies and practice exercises,
and offer helpful hints to advance your game. Participants must
bring a paddle, but balls will be provided. Registration begins
May 23 and ends June 13.
» Monday, June 20, 5:30 - 7 PM
» Ramona Park (8600 South Sprinkle Road)
» $40 per player (Registration required)

Friday At The Flats

Mayor’s Ride

PORTAGE

We are bringing the taste of Portage to
you! Friday at the Flats returns to the
Friday At
Celery Flats Pavilion in 2022. Join us on the
The
Flats
Great Food, Great Music
fourth Friday of every month to connect
with your loved ones at Celery Flats and
experience a wide range of food trucks and live music. Seating
is limited, but lawn space is plentiful, so bring a blanket or chair.
The May Friday at the Flats includes a special Friday at the
Flats Craft Market! Grab a bite to eat, listen to live music, and
shop from a wide variety of local crafters, artisans, artists, and
more! Admission is FREE and open to the public. Interested
vendors are encouraged to email mypark@portagemi.gov or call
Portage Parks & Recreation at 329-4522.
» Friday, May 27, 4:30 - 8:30 PM
» Celery Flats Pavilion (7335 Garden Lane)
» FREE admission (No registration required)

Fresh. Rain or Shine.
The Portage Farmers Market returns to the City Hall
parking lot for its 7th season! Join us every Sunday to find
offerings from your favorite local farmers, artisans and
vendors. Local offerings will include fresh produce, meat,
eggs, fruits, baked goods, flowers, crafts, gifts, and more!
In early May, you can expect to find a variety of
products at the Portage Farmers Market including farm
fresh eggs, locally-raised meats, and cheeses as well as
seasonal produce, and hot & ready food. The Portage
Farmers Market encourages social distancing and has
a handwashing station and hand sanitizer available for
staff, vendor, and patron use.
Market-goers can utilize several types of food assistance
while at the market including SNAP/EBT coins, DoubleUp Food Bucks, WIC, and Senior Project FRESH.
The Portage Farmers Market is Fresh, Rain or Shine
every Sunday, May 1 through October 16, from 9 AM –
1 PM at the Portage City Hall parking lot (7900 South
Westnedge Avenue). For more information, please
contact farmmkt@portagemi.gov or call 324-9233. Follow
us on Facebook @PortageMarketMI or Instagram @
PortageMarket for updates.

Portage HDC to Host 19th Annual Historic
Preservation Celebration
In 1973, the National Trust for Historic Preservation
proclaimed May as National Preservation Month. Every
year since, historic districts all over the U.S. promote
historic places, instilling national and community pride
and promoting heritage tourism and the social and
economic benefits of historic preservation.
Portage will have its own local celebration hosted by
the Portage Historic District Commission (HDC). On
Saturday, May 21, 2022, at 2 PM. The public is invited
to a free presentation by Local historian, Steve Rossio,
entitled “The Flat Iron: A brief history of Portage’s
downtown from pioneers to pickles.” The presentation
will be held outside at the Grain Elevator in the Celery
Flats Historical Area (7335 Garden Lane). If you are
curious about where downtown Portage was located
historically and would like to learn more about the city’s
history, please join us at this event.
For more information, visit
portagemi.gov/434 or call the
Department of Community
Development at 329-4475.

It's Beach Season!

Hours of Operation: 10 AM - 8 PM

Kayak, Canoe & Paddleboard Rentals

Ramona Park Beach Admission Fee Waived
for Portage Residents in 2022

» Memorial Day Weekend, May 27 - 30

Open daily on beach operating dates 11 AM - 6 PM

» June 3 - 5

All watercraft:

Ramona Park Beach offers a sandy swim area with lifeguards,
kayak, canoe & paddleboard rentals, concessions, picnic
areas, fishing docks, beach volleyball, playground, changing
rooms, and more!

» Labor Day Weekend, September 2 - 5

Purchase a vehicle permit for entry at Ramona Park Beach
on-site near the park entrance
2022 NON-RESIDENT ANNUAL
2022 RESIDENT ANNUAL
during regular beach hours.
Proof of residency is required to
receive a resident annual pass.

» Non-Resident Daily Permit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10

VALID ONLY WHEN PERMANENTLY AFFIXED TO WINDOW

A Natural Place to Move

VALID ONLY WHEN PERMANENTLY AFFIXED TO WINDOW

» June 10 - August 28

Beach Area Rental & Admission Rates
» Portage Residents (Proof of residency required)  . . . .  FREE!

» $12 for the first hour
» $5 for each additional 30 minutes
» $36 flat rate for 4-6 hours
» Life jackets included

» Non-Resident Annual Permit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $45
» Group Bus Daily Permit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $50
» Beach Lounge Chair Rental . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $5 for 2 hours
» Beach Games . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $5 for 2 hours
portagemi.gov
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Connect with the City of Portage
The City of Portage works hard to
provide informative and accurate
information to residents in a timely
manner. We deliver consistent
messaging across multiple channels
to make sure residents get the
information they need and know
where to turn for help. Regardless
of how you wish to receive city
information, we’ve got you covered!

CONNECT!

commissions? Are you interested in employment with the
city? You can receive notifications for all of these categories,
and more! Visit portagemi.gov and click the Notify Me
button on the home page. Sign up and select the
categories of notifications you wish to receive. Notifications
can be sent to you via e-mail, text message, or both.
The City of Portage maintains nine social media accounts to
engage with citizens and relay important information
concerning city news, public services, and events. Visit
portagemi.gov to follow us to see all the City of Portage has
to offer!

The Portager Newsletter is the first line of communication
with Portage citizens. The monthly newsletter is delivered
to every Portage mailbox and contains the most detailed
information about city services, news, and events. We’ve
been told time and time again that Portage residents
depend on receiving the Portager every month.
Citizens also tell us that the City Website is an important
source of information. Visit and bookmark portagemi.gov to
view current news and upcoming events. The site is a great
source of information about city services, department
responsibilities, and ways to contact city staff. View dates
for collection programs such as brush, leaves, and recycling.
Learn about the city’s snow removal efforts and progress to
current construction projects. Several online services are
available, including utility and tax bill payments, permit
applications, online mapping (GIS mapping), as well as
property and tax search services.
The city website also contains a
feature called Notify Me that
automatically notifies registered
Notify Me
individuals when items of interest are
Subscribe for real-time city
published on the website. Subscribe
updates
for real-time updates about city
news, events and services as they are published. Do you
wonder about the work done by city boards and

In large-scale emergencies that could
impact the safety, property, or
welfare of Portage citizens, the City
of Portage relies on PortageAlert, a
Portage Alert
mass notification system to
Learn more about one-step
citywide notifications.
broadcast important
communications and emergency alerts. Publicly available
primary residential and business phones are automatically
included in the system. However, to ensure the City of
Portage has the most up-to-date and accurate contact
information, including cell phone numbers and e-mail
addresses, residents can visit portagemi.gov and click on the
PortageAlert icon to provide complete contact information
for the database.
Help maintain Portage as a
Natural Place to Move! Use
the Report It! tool on the home
page of the city website to report
Report It!
a neighborhood issue or a concern
Help keep Portage beautiful
by providing feedback.
about city services. Residents can
report certain maintenance issues or ordinance violations
such as potholes, inoperable traffic signals, abandoned
vehicles, tall grass and weeds, and more. The information
is then submitted to the appropriate city department for
review and resolution.

PORTAGECONNECT is the official
City of Portage Podcast and is available
for streaming or download. Get
information about city news, events,
Podcasts
and services. Find podcasts links on
Listen to the latest podcasts
about topics affecting Portage.
our social media channels or visit
portagemi.gov. Do you have a topic you'd like us to discuss?
Send your podcast ideas to publicinformation@portagemi.gov.
Portage Cable Access TV provides live and rebroadcast
coverage of City Council, Planning Commission, and Zoning
Board of Appeals meetings and original programming
related to city departments, events, and services. Spectrum
subscribers can view programming on channel 995, while
AT&T subscribers can tune to channel 99. Live stream and
on-demand videos can be viewed at portagemi.gov/205.
When you’re on the go, the MI.Portage
Mobile App is a convenient portal to many
of these connections. Download the app
from the Google Play Store or Apple Store.
If you have any questions about
connecting with the City of Portage,
please call the Office of Public
Information at 324-9230.

2021 Drinking Water Quality Report
The City of Portage produces an Annual Drinking Water
Quality Report for review by Portage Water System
customers, pursuant to requirements of the Federal
“Safe Drinking Water Act.” The City of Portage welcomes
the opportunity to demonstrate the excellent level of
water quality delivered to Portage residents and utility
customers. The 2021 Drinking Water Quality Report can
be viewed at waterqualityreport.portagemi.gov. If you
would like to receive a paper copy of the report or have
questions, contact the Department of Transportation &
Utilities at 329-4422.
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Portage City Hall and all other
non-emergency city offices will
be closed on:

Memorial Day
» Monday, May 30

ECRWSS

In the event of a police, fire or medical
emergency, please dial 9-1-1.

POSTAL CUSTOMER

Portage City Council

The City Manager

Televised City Meetings

Portage City Council meetings are held twice
a month on Tuesdays at 7 PM at Portage City
Hall (7900 South Westnedge Avenue) in Council
Chambers and are always open to the public.

The City Manager is responsible for the day-to-day operations of the
city. Citizens are encouraged to contact the City Manager with concerns
or complaints about city services by visiting reportit.portagemi.gov or by
calling Complaint Resolution at 329-4404.

City Council, Planning Commission and Zoning Board of
Appeals meetings can be viewed live on Charter channel
995 and AT&T channel 99. All meetings can be viewed via
live streaming at portagemi.gov/205.

MAY 2022
5
9
10
19
24
Mayor Patricia M. Randall
(269) 993-2311
patricia.randall@portagemi.gov

Mayor Pro Tem Jim Pearson
(269) 303-5459
councilmemberjp@portagemi.gov

Lisa Brayton
(269) 910-1113
lisa.brayton@portagemi.gov

Chris Burns
(708) 710-3102
chris.burns@portagemi.gov

7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM

Planning Commission Meeting
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
City Council Meeting
Planning Commission Meeting
City Council Meeting

The Portager
The Portager is the official publication of the City of Portage,
used to inform residents of city services and events, as well
as city projects that have significance to Portage citizens.
The newsletter is published monthly and delivered to every
mailbox in the 49002 and 49024 zip codes.

Lori Knapp
(269) 324-0178
lori.knapp@portagemi.gov

Vic Ledbetter
(269) 330-6404
vic.ledbetter@portagemi.gov

Terry R. Urban
(269) 323-8160
terry.urban@portagemi.gov

Adam Herringa, Acting City Manager
(269) 329-4400
herringa@portagemi.gov

This month’s front and back cover photo features Eliason
Nature Reserve.
PORTAGER Editor
Mary Beth Block | blockm@portagemi.gov

A Natural Place to Move
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