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an hour with a question and answer session to follow.
The presentations are free and open to the public (no
registration required). Masks are optional.
Respecting Differences is an annual event sponsored
by a number of community organizations including the
cities of Portage and Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County
Government, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo
College, Kalamazoo Valley Community College, and
Integrated Services of Kalamazoo. Each year, the
event features a presenter selected to encourage our
organizations to foster workplaces more accepting and
understanding of others with diverse backgrounds
and circumstances. In the past, the event has included
lectures, motivational speakers, and performances. This
year’s presentation focuses more on reflecting inwards
and taking a moment to refocus and recharge.

A Walk in the Park
While many Portage residents and park users are familiar with the
numerous recreational trails throughout the city, some may not know
that several Portage parks have walking paths and trails as well. If
you’re looking for a quiet walk without the hustle and bustle often
found on the busier recreational trails, give one of these trails a try.
Schrier Park offers an extensive nature trail system that includes
shorter walking loops (1/4 to 1/2 miles) and longer connector
trails (1 to 2 miles) to both the Eliason Nature Reserve and
Bishop’s Bog. This trail system can also be accessed from
South Westnedge Park and Eliason Nature Reserve. Across
the street from South Westnedge Park is the West Lake Nature
Preserve which features its own 1-1/2 mile network of nature trails,
boardwalks, and outlooks to enjoy.

A Natural Place to Move

In January 2022, the former Portage City Assessor announced
her resignation to explore another employment opportunity.
This, along with other employee resignations in the office,
prompted the city to review options for addressing these
vacancies. The State of Michigan requires that an advanced-level
certified Assessor act as the assessor of record for a local unit
and qualified candidates have proven very difficult to identify in
recent years. This was a factor in the city’s decision to contract
with WCA Assessing to perform the city’s assessing duties.
WCA Assessing has staffed municipal assessing offices since
1982. Locally, WCA Assessing serves the cities of Battle
Creek, Galesburg, and Kalamazoo and Van Buren Township.
When asked, these communities provided positive feedback
pertaining to their resident’s experience with WCA Assessing.
We are confident that Portage residents will receive the same
exceptional service they are accustomed to from WCA assessing
employees. In fact, three City of Portage employees remain in
the office as WCA Assessing employees.

Another great option for the nature trail enthusiast is the
Gourdneck State Game Area (GSGA). This nature area can be
accessed from West Centre Avenue, Angling Road, and Vanderbilt
Avenue. A great introduction to the GSGA is the 1.9-mile loop
that begins at the West Centre Avenue access point across from
Kirkland Court.
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If you prefer paved pedestrian walking paths, Harbor’s West Park
and Lakeview Park have what you’re looking for. Harbor’s West
Park features a 1/3-mile loop and Lakeview Park has 1-1/4 miles of
paths with a 3/4-mile outer loop. Take a break from your stroll at
Lakeview Park along the boardwalk or one of the piers overlooking
Austin Lake. For a mixture of paved open space and unpaved nature
paths, Lexington Green Park also has 3/4 miles of paths to traverse.
Access this map online at

Lovers Lane
Trailhead

Sprinkle Road

Contact the Community Action Agency of South Central
Michigan at caascm.org or 877-422-2726 to apply for this
program assistance.

Portage Road

How to Apply

The Office of the City Assessor:
» Compiles the annual assessment roll on which taxes are levied
» Conducts field audits of both existing properties and new
construction
» Maintains property descriptions and maps for taxing purposes
» Processes personal property statements
» Provides the City Treasurer with taxable value on all properties
within the city which are used to produce the annual tax bills
» Serves as the Secretary to the Board of Review

Lovers Lane

» Be under 150% of the Federal Poverty Level and/or
actively receiving Family Independence Program/
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (FIP/TANF),
Food Assistance Program/Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (FAP/SNAP), State Emergency Relief
(SER), or Social Security Supplemental Income (SSI)

Westnedge Avenue

» Be in arrears or disconnect status

Constitution
Boulevard

Two presentations will be held in person at Miller
Auditorium at Western Michigan University (2200
Auditorium Drive, Kalamazoo) on Wednesday, April 6
at 9:30 AM and 1:30 PM. Each presentation will last

» Be a residential account holder

On February 8, 2022, the Portage City Council approved a contract
with WCA Assessing of Westland, Michigan to assume the duties
of the Portage Office of the City Assessor. The Office of the City
Assessor is primarily responsible for performing and maintaining
property assessments for the equitable distribution of property tax
burden, as per the current Michigan General Property Tax Laws.
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Join the City of Portage and other
community sponsors for the 2022
Respecting Differences presentation.
Dr. LaSonda Wells, Ph.D., LPC, NCC,
leads a presentation titled, “Filling
Others’ Baskets without Emptying
Yours.” Dr. Wells is the Counselor
Educator of Restorative Solutions Counseling and
Consulting, PLLC.

Qualified utility bill account holders must:

City Contracts With Michigan Vendor
for Assessing Services

Ro

Respecting Differences

Eligibility

- Patricia M. Randall

Oakland Drive

The LIHWAP is a temporary emergency program to
help low-income households pay overdue water
and sewer bills for household accounts in arrears or
disconnect status, including reconnection fees when
services have been interrupted. A LIHWAP payment
guarantees service to qualified residential utility
account holders for at least 90 days after receipt of
payment. Michigan received emergency funding from
Congress to administer this program, which is available
to low-income homeowners or renters. Funding is

administered through the MDHHS to Community Action
Agencies (CAAs) statewide through September 30, 2023,
or until depleted.

I don’t think that is too much to ask. Do you?
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Program Information

All too often public office is just a rung on a ladder, viewed
by too many as a shortcut with an upward trajectory.
However, truly inspiring leaders – and evil ones – have put
in a significant amount of time to further their agendas,
build their base and form alliances. These people simply

Sh

The City of Portage is now participating in the Michigan
Department of Health & Human Services (MDHHS) LowIncome Household Water Assistance Program (LIHWAP).
The city’s participation allows Portage residents to apply
for water and sewer bill payment assistance.

I applaud the Ukrainians for their resolve, patriotism and
bravery. I admire the elected leaders who have chosen to
remain in their communities to defend self-governance,
their values and their precious way of life. The story of this
incredibly courageous defense of their families, communities
and country in the face of “Goliath” will go down in history
as an example for the world to follow. But, at the end of the
day, I am certain Ukrainians would prefer to simply welcome
spring, tend to their families and live in peace.

d

Portage Participates in MDHHS
Utility Billing Assistance Program

Democracy is fragile. Who we choose to lead and represent us
is so important. Yet, in some local elections, fewer than 20%
of citizens registered to vote exercise their right to do so. Over
the past decade, few of our local elections for governing boards
– City Council, School or Library – were competitive. Most of
those seeking a position have run unopposed. This is unfortunate, as good things happen when more people participate.

So, if you are waiting for an invitation to step up and
participate, this is it!
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The phrase “hindsight is 20/20” first appeared in print in 1949
as a joke, and has been used ever since to express remorse
over a “could of, should of, would of” situation. I think the
intent was to convey that better decisions can be made once
all of the facts are in. Of course, if we truly learned from our
mistakes, history would not repeat itself over and over again.

do not appear out of nowhere. Cultivating generations to
be engaged and to participate is critical to the direction of
our community, our country and our world. Leaders are our
future, whether they are competent or not.

gR

“Hindsight is twenty-twenty.” That popular
phrase implies that when one looks back
at a situation after time has lapsed, they have a clearer
understanding of the facts and how things could have been
done better. In 1862, a Dutch ophthalmologist named
Herman Shellen developed the portable eye chart to quickly
measure visual acuity. Someone with 20/20 vision has normal
acuity, meaning if they stand at a distance of 20 feet from an
eye chart, they would be able to clearly see each row of letters.

Whether you lived it, read it or watched it, decisions have been
made throughout history that changed the trajectory of our
human experience. Those decisions – made by a few – affected
everyone. This war in Ukraine feels like a repeat to me; yet another horrific, man-made event of the worst kind. Certainly we
as a human race have learned something from our past, right?
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A Message from Mayor
Patricia M. Randall
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The Signs of Blight
The signs of spring often turn into the signs of blight. With
warmer temperatures on the way, many residents plan
individual or neighborhood garage sales. It has become a
common practice to post handmade signs on city property
to advertise these sales, particularly on traffic poles and
control boxes, at major intersections. Like graffiti and
litter, sign blight can present a negative perception of our
community.
The “Michigan Vehicle Code” in Section 257.615 and Section
257.616 states that:
» Any unauthorized traffic control device or other sign or
message placed on the highway right-of-way by a private
organization or individual constitutes a public nuisance
and should be removed. All unofficial or nonessential traffic
control devices, signs, or messages should be removed.
In addition, according to the Portage Code of Ordinances,
Section 50-33 it is a violation to:
» Willfully destroy, damage, or in any manner deface any

property not his or her own; any public school building or
part of any public school building, or any equipment or
furnishings thereof or therein; any public or private building
or part of any public or private building, or any equipment
or furnishing thereof or therein; or any bridge, fire hydrant,
alarm box, streetlight, street sign, parking meter or shade tree
belonging to the city or located in a public place in the city.
» Mark or post handbills on, or in any manner mar the walls of
a public building or any fence, tree, or pole in a public place
within the city.
This ordinance also prohibits the posting of any signs, bills,
advertisements, or other notices on city or privately-owned
telecommunications equipment, street light poles, traffic
signal systems, traffic control cabinets, or sign poles. Such
signs not only damage city equipment but can also pose
a public safety concern by distracting drivers. Oftentimes,
balloons, streamers, and flags affixed to the signs end up
in gutters, storm sewer grates, city streets, or on sidewalks.
Furthermore, nails, tacks, and staples used to hang these
signs create safety issues for utility workers.

Spring Hydrant Flushing Schedule

City Cemetery Reminder

The City of Portage utility contractor, Veolia (formerly Suez
Environmental) will conduct fire hydrant flushing beginning
the evening of Sunday, April 10 through April 21. Hydrant
flushing helps to improve water quality by removing
sediment that accumulates in the water system and
provides the opportunity to test the proper operation of fire
hydrants and the water pumping system.

Each spring, staff in the Department of Public Works
begin to prepare city cemeteries for spring and summer
mowing and maintenance activities. In Portage, cemetery
plot owners are responsible for the regular care and
maintenance of individual grave decorations. The city
offers these reminders concerning grave decorations.

The map indicates the dates that hydrant flushing will take
place in each area of the city. Most hydrants will be flushed
between the hours of 11 PM on the date indicated on the
map and 7:30 AM on the following date to avoid high-traffic
hours. This is a tentative schedule; it may be necessary for
this work to be performed outside an assigned day or area
to provide the best possible results.
Some water discoloration will occur during the flushing
process. Residents are urged to check for discoloration before
using water for laundry or cleaning during flushing. Even
though water may be somewhat discolored, it is safe to drink.
During the flushing process, large quantities of water are
discharged from the hydrants. Motorists are urged to watch
for vehicles and workers engaged in this work and reduce
speeds accordingly. Please call 324-9235 with any questions
or concerns.
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What is a Garlic Mustard Pull?
Join the Environmental Board This Spring to
Learn About Garlic Mustard
Garlic mustard is becoming one of the area’s worst weeds. It
is an upright biennial (blooms the second year of growth) that
grows up to four feet tall in early spring and produces small,
white flowers clustered at the top of each stalk. A
native to Europe, it was originally introduced in North
America by settlers for medicinal purposes and for
cooking. Garlic mustard has few natural enemies and
each plant can produce thousands of seeds which
may spread rapidly through wind, animals, as well
as human clothing and shoes. The plant grows so
quickly that it impedes native vegetation, creating
what can be a permanent change in the habitat,
much to the detriment of other plants and animals.

A Natural Place to Move

» Fresh flowers may only be displayed in flush marker
sections for a maximum of three days, April through
September.
» Artificial flowers may be placed in upright marker
sections and must be removed at the end of the normal

City Centre
Flower Planting
Volunteer
Opportunities
The City of Portage partners
with Kalamazoo in Bloom
each year to plant and
maintain flower beds in the
City Centre area. Volunteers
are needed to assist with two important tasks to create
a beautiful display of summer blooms for residents and
visitors to enjoy.

Kilgore Road / City Limits

April 12

» Annual flowers may be planted within 12 inches of the
memorial and may not extend past lot boundaries in
full bloom.

The City of Portage takes great pride in the appearance and
maintenance of its infrastructure. Residents are asked to
refrain from posting signs in this manner to keep the City
of Portage litter free and A Natural Place to Move! Should
you have any questions please feel free to contact the
Transportation & Utilities Department at 329-4422.

growing season. Artificial decorations may be displayed
in all cemetery sections from October through March.
Artificial flowers may not be placed in flush marker
sections from April through September.
» Perennial flowers may be planted in urns or vases on
either side or directly behind upright grave markers, but
within plot boundaries. Shrubs and trees may not be
planted on cemetery lots.
» Please remove winter and Christmas decorations, as
well as artificial flowers in poor condition, by April 1.
The Department of Public Works reserves the right to
remove and discard any materials placed or planted
inconsistent with the above reminders. Your cooperation
is appreciated. Please call the Department of Public
Works at 329-4444 for further information.

meet each day can also be found
on the sign-up link. Check-in
and on-site registration for each
planting day will begin at 9 AM.
Water and snacks will be
provided by Kalamazoo in
Bloom!

Adopt-a-Bed

Volunteers are needed from Wednesday, May 18 through
Saturday, May 21 from 9 AM to noon. Volunteers will
plant annual flowers and mulch the City Centre and
Portage Creek Bicentennial Park Trail flower beds.

Adopt-a-Bed volunteers are needed to “adopt a bed” in
the Portage City Centre area. Adopters care for an
assigned flower bed each week throughout the growing
season, weeding and deadheading as necessary.
Watering will be performed by
city staff. Flower bed adopters
receive recognition with their
name displayed on a flower bed
sign all summer long. To sign up
to adopt-a-bed in the City Centre,
visit kalamazooinbloom.org/events,
or scan the QR code.

Bring a trowel, gloves, and bucket, if possible − extras
will be on hand. For planning purposes, registration is
encouraged at kalamazooinbloom.org/events or by
scanning the QR code. Details about where to park and

To learn more about these two volunteer opportunities,
please attend an informational open house on Sunday,
May 15 from 10:30 - 11:30 AM on Library Lane or call
Kalamazoo in Bloom at 548-6232.

Flower Planting Days

Proper removal and disposal are vital to reducing the spread
of garlic mustard. Fortunately, it can be uprooted easily.
The weed should only be removed in early spring before
the seed pods develop. Once removed, it should be placed
in a garbage bag and disposed of in a garbage receptacle.
Putting plants in compost or yard waste pickup will not
prevent the seeds from sprouting and spreading. For large
infestations, spray an appropriate herbicide or mow the area
prior to flowering.
To help preserve the local and natural habitats
from a garlic mustard invasion, the Portage
Environmental Board sponsors garlic mustard pulls
in several of the city parks each spring. Volunteers
learn how to identify garlic mustard, remove it and
properly dispose of it. Please join the Board and
your fellow citizens and businesses this year by
volunteering to help pull garlic mustard.

portagemi.gov

2021 Garlic Mustard Pulls – 9 AM to 12 PM
Sunday, May 1.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Ramona Park (8600 South Sprinkle)
Saturday, May 7 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Lexington Green Park (4750 Pittsford)
Sunday, May 15 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . South Westnedge Park (9010 South Westnedge)
Saturday, May 21.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Bicentennial Park (910 East Milham Avenue)
No registration is required. Garlic Mustard pulls will only be
canceled in the event of severe weather. To receive updates
on weather cancellations, additional volunteer
opportunities, and upcoming board meetings, sign up for
Notify Me at portagemi.gov and subscribe to Environmental
Board updates. Any questions may be directed to the
Department of Transportation & Utilities at 329-4422.
To learn more about garlic mustard and other invasive
species in the area, residents are encouraged to visit
portagemi.gov/414.
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Portage Parks & Recreation Events, Camps & Classes
1,000 Acres. 18 Parks. One City.
To find out more and register online, visit mypark.portagemi.gov and click
the purple Recreation Activities & Facility Rentals button.

City Hall Exhibitions
Rotating exhibitions are featured in the lobby at Portage City
Hall (7900 South Westnedge Avenue) throughout the year and
focus on local arts and history. The exhibitions are FREE and
open to the public, Monday through Friday from 8 AM – 5 PM.
What’s In A Name?
Ever wonder about the names of some streets and areas in
Portage? Discover the history behind names such as Austin,
Kilgore, Milham, Westnedge, Dry Prairie, and many more
that have created a footprint on the City of Portage as we
know it today. If you have photos or stories to share about
people who shaped the early settlement of Portage from
1830 to the early 1900s, please contact Portage Parks &
Recreation at 329-4522 to add their history to our archives.
» Now - April 30
» FREE

Geo Mystery Tour: See It To BeLeaf It
Explore the beautiful world of trees by participating in the “See
It To BeLeaf It,” Geo Mystery Tour. This eye-opening program
is for all ages and fun for everyone. Geocaching combines a
love for nature and navigation using geospatial coordinates.
For April, in celebration of Arbor Day, this Geo Mystery Tour
explores the secret life of trees, taking you on an epic quest
through the Portage park system.
» Now - April 30
» FREE (Registration required)

Ranger Hikes
Spring Fever

Spring is near and animals are cleaning house! Learn which
animals have awoken, returned to the area, or stayed active
all winter. Learn how to be the best neighbor possible
for local critters this spring. Participants are encouraged
to bring binoculars, notebooks, and pens and dress
appropriately for the weather.
» Sunday, April 10, 2 PM
» Eliason Nature Reserve (1614 West Osterhout Avenue)
» FREE (Registration required)

Portage Culinary Academy

Baked Chicken Al Fresco With Chef Chauncey
Chef Chauncey presents Baked Chicken Al Fresco, chicken
breast with a crab and sausage stuffing. Learn to roll, dust,

and dredge your chicken breast in Italian bread crumbs. The
Chicken Al Fresco will be served with pasta Marsala, which
includes black olives, red peppers, Italian seasonings, and
topped with a mozzarella and Parmesan cheese blend. The
dinner also includes asparagus tips and French bread.
» Wednesday, April 13, 6 PM
» Stuart Manor (7340 Garden Lane)
» $30 per person/class (Registration required)

Junior Ranger Club
The Junior Ranger Club is a fun way to learn more about the
Portage park system and to earn an official Junior Ranger
shield as a park steward. The Junior Ranger Club is an
activity-based program offering eight different badges that
can be earned by completing specific activities: arts,
endurance, health, history, nature, science, service, and
survival. Junior Rangers who earn all eight badges will be
sworn in and receive an official Junior Ranger shield and
achievement certificate and can attend a Ranger Training
Camp to learn new skills with Park Rangers and other nature
experts. Junior Rangers are typically between the ages of 5 to
13, although people of all ages can participate. The program
provides families with the opportunity to uniquely explore
and learn about the park system, as well as how to protect the
park system now and into the future. Want to join in on the
fun? Check out portagemi.gov/725 to get started.
Science Earn-A-Badge Workshop
Need a little help finishing your badges? During this
workshop, a Junior Ranger may bring an adult and together,
work on science badge activities. The workshop is free,
includes supplies, and is led by Parks staff. Space is limited,
so do not wait to register!
» Thursday, April 14, 6 - 7 PM
» Schrier Park (850 West Osterhout Avenue)
» FREE (Registration required)

Kids Fix-It! Bike Workshop & Ride
Don’t let a broken bike stop your summer
fun. Kids can learn the basics of bike
maintenance in this hands-on program
for kids 6-12 years old. Each student will
have access to mechanic instructors and bike-specific
tools. Participants must bring their own bike and helmet as
well as a chaperone. Don’t have a bike, but would like to

Recreation Activities
& Facility Rentals

participate? Call Portage Parks & Recreation at 329-4522 for
options. Registration ends Friday, April 15.
» Saturday, April 23, 9 - 11 AM
» Celery Flats (7335 Garden Lane)
» $5 per child (Registration required)

16th Annual Kalamazoo Bicycle Club Bike Camp
Bike Camp is an award-winning educational and training
program for beginning cyclists and those who wish to get back
into the sport. Designed for adults and youth ages 12 and
older, Bike Camp provides opportunities for families and adults
to learn safe and efficient road cycling. The camp consists of a
series of five classroom and on-the-bike sessions. Bike Camp
is led by League Certified Cycling Instructors of the Kalamazoo
Bicycle Club at the Portage Senior Center (320 Library Lane).
KBC Bike Camp includes free entry to KalTour, KBC’s annual bike
tour offering various routes around Kalamazoo County as well
as a one-year membership to the Kalamazoo Bicycle Club.
» See page 16 of the enclosed Parks & Recreation Programs
& Events brochure for dates, times, and locations
» $70 for individuals and $85 for families by May 1
» $85 for individuals and $100 for families after May 1
» Registration required

14th Annual Green-A-Thon &
Sneak Peek Farmers Market
The Portage Youth Advisory Committee, in cooperation
with the Portage Environmental Board and Park Board,
will host the 14th annual Green-A-Thon to celebrate
Earth Day. Green-A-Thon 2022 will include a “sneak
peek” Portage Farmers Market! This unique event will
be held outdoors at Portage City Hall and will feature
fun, food, and activities for everyone. Representatives
from local organizations and businesses will provide
education on environmental ideas you can utilize in
your home or business. Meet individuals who are
committed to promoting environmentally-friendly
action in Portage. Organizations and businesses that
would like to be featured at the 2022 Green-A-Thon can
sign up online at portagemi.gov/441 or contact the City
Clerk’s Office at 329-4511 or cityclerk@portagemi.gov.
» Sunday, May 1, 11 AM - 3 PM
» City Hall Parking Lot (7900 South Westnedge Avenue)
» FREE admission (Parking off-site)

Portage Senior Center Events, Activities & Classes
Find us at 320 Library Lane. |

mypsc.portagemi.gov | Questions? Call 329-4555.

Explore More. Have Fun. Live Well.
Experience a vital, vibrant community offering a wide variety of services and activities that match the needs of active
older adults. Membership at the PSC is open to anyone over the age of 50. Portage residency is not required. All events
are held at the Portage Senior Center unless otherwise noted. Visit mypsc.portagemi.gov for a complete list of offerings.

Portage Senior Center Closing for Move to
New Portage Community Senior Center
The Portage Senior Center will close to the public on Monday,
May 2 to begin the move to the new Charles & Lynn Zhang
Portage Community Senior Center, located at 203 East Centre
Avenue. The last day of activities at the existing center will
be Friday, April 29. The new center will open in late May, with
most activities resuming in June. Please join us at our ribboncutting ceremony on Friday, May 20 at 11 AM. During the
transition, staff will still be available via email and voicemail.

Senior Center Sampler Event
Are you a current member of the Portage Senior Center and
want to know more about all the activities we offer? Maybe
you’ve heard the buzz about the new Portage Community
Senior Center, and want to know what we’re all about before
becoming a member. Join us for an open house featuring
information about our activities. Meet the staff, talk to
fitness instructors, and hang out with PSC group leaders.
Learn about our robust travel program, the wide assortment

A Natural Place to Move

of fitness classes, band and choir opportunities, and so
much more!
» Saturday, April 23, 9 AM – 12 PM
» FREE

Bicycle Club
The Bicycle Club rides every Wednesday to different
locations in southwest Michigan. PSC membership is
required. There is no additional cost to participate. Call
329-4553 if you are interested in connecting with this
physically active group. Visit portagemi.gov/653 to view the
schedule of locations and start times.
» Wednesdays, May 4 – October 12
» FREE

Social Golf League
The PSC Social Golf League is for PSC members. Meet every
Thursday at 8:30 AM at States Golf Course in Schoolcraft.
This is a social league; you pay as you golf and never need
to find a sub. Watch for details about a golf scramble with a
luncheon and prizes at the end of the season on August 25.
portagemi.gov

Call 329-4553 to register.
» Thursdays, May 5 to August 25, 9 AM Tee Times
» $5 league fee paid to the PSC by May 19
» $18.50 golf/cart fee paid to States Golf Course

26th Annual Friends of the Portage Senior
Center Golf Scramble
The 26th Annual Friends of the Portage Senior Center Golf
Scramble will be held at Heritage Glen Golf Club in Paw Paw
on Monday, June 6. This event is open to all ages and offers
18-hole play. After a great day of golf, enjoy lunch and
camaraderie with friends and friendly competitors alike.
Prizes are awarded to winning teams in a variety of categories
and a 50/50 raffle will also be held. Sponsorship information
and registration forms are available at the Portage Senior
Center, or by visiting friendspsc.org. Proceeds support
programs & services at the Portage Senior Center. For more
information contact the Portage Senior Center at 329-4555.
» Monday, June 6, 9 AM Shotgun Start
» $120 per player
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Special Election – May 3, 2022

Make a Difference!

The Office of the City Clerk
is preparing for a Special
Election to be held on
Tuesday, May 3, 2022.
The ballot will feature
several questions and
may differ depending on
where you live in Portage:

City Seeking Adults & Youth for Boards and
Commissions
The Portage City Council is seeking Portage adults and teens
to get involved in local government by serving on a City
Council Advisory Board or Commission. The City of Portage
relies on citizen participation on many advisory boards and
commissions to help to serve the community. The advice
received from these groups assists the City Council and the City
Administration in making Portage A Natural Place to Move!
The citizens serving on the advisory boards and commissions
provide the talent and experience needed to meet the diverse
challenges facing the community.

» Kalamazoo County is asking for a renewal of the
county-wide Law Enforcement & Safety Millage
» Vicksburg Community Schools is proposing an
Operating Millage
» Comstock Public Schools is proposing a facility
improvements bond

All boards and commissions accept applications throughout
the year; however, there are immediate vacancies and
expiring terms on the following boards and commissions:

michigan.gov/vote.

You can view your specific ballot at

Absentee Voting

»
»
»
»
»

Absent voter ballots can be obtained by completing an
absent voter ballot application. The applications to
vote are available at portagemi.gov/229, at the Michigan
Voter Information Center at michigan.gov/vote, or by
calling the Office of the City Clerk at 329-4511. Both
applications and ballots can be returned at any time to
any of the three convenient drop boxes located at
Portage City Hall (7900 South Westnedge Avenue).

Youth Advisory Committee
Construction Board of Appeals
Historic District Commission
Planning Commission		
Local Development Finance Authority

The City Council will interview applicants on May 24, 2022.
Interested residents should apply by April 22, 2022. Citizens
looking to serve on an Advisory Board or Commission must
be registered voters of the City of Portage, except youth.
Interested teens can serve on the Youth Advisory Committee
(YAC) with youth liaison options on the Environmental
Board, Historic District Commission, Human Services Board,
Park Board, or Senior Citizen Advisory Board. Appointees
to the YAC must be between the ages of 14 and 18, full-time
students and residents of the City of Portage. Public, private,
and home-based school students are welcome!
Meeting times and responsibilities for each board and
commission vary. Visit portagemi.gov/151 for more
information or call the Office of the City Clerk at 329-4511.

Listen to the latest episodes from PORTAGECONNECT. Get information about city news,
events, and services. PORTAGECONNECT is the official City of Portage Podcast and is
available for streaming or download. Recent podcasts include a special interview with Black
History Month presenter Shoshana Johnson, a conversation with Department of Public
Works staff about the Spring Cleanup Program, and interviews with staff from the City
of Portage Technology Services and Parks & Recreation departments. New episodes are
recorded every month.

Precinct Information
For this election, the City of Portage has 14 voting
locations.  Where you vote depends on where you live.
To determine your voting location, visit the Michigan
Voter Information Center at michigan.gov/vote or
contact the Office of the City Clerk at 329-4511. Polls
will be open from 7 AM to 8 PM on Election Day.

PORTAGECONNECT is your link to the important information you need to be informed about
all things Portage. Find podcasts links on our social media channels or visit portagemi.gov.
What do you want to hear from us? Send your podcast ideas to publicinformation@portagemi.gov.
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Look Inside for the Parks & Recreation
2022 Spring & Summer Program &
Events Brochure
We’re about to kick off the Spring & Summer recreation
season! This brochure is packed cover to cover with
nature, sports, and cultural programs and tons of special
events. Read about Ramona Park Beach, the Summer
Concert Series, the Portage Farmers Market, Friday at
the Flats and so much more! Then mark your calendar
for a season full of fun!
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Portage City Council

The City Manager

Televised City Meetings

Portage City Council meetings are held twice
a month on Tuesdays at 7 PM at Portage City
Hall (7900 South Westnedge Avenue) in Council
Chambers and are always open to the public.

The City Manager is responsible for the day-to-day operations of the
city. Citizens are encouraged to contact the City Manager with concerns
or complaints about city services by visiting reportit.portagemi.gov or by
calling Complaint Resolution at 329-4404.

City Council, Planning Commission and Zoning Board of
Appeals meetings can be viewed live on Charter channel
995 and AT&T channel 99. All meetings can be viewed via
live streaming at portagemi.gov/205.

APRIL 2022
7
11
12
21
26
Mayor Patricia M. Randall
(269) 993-2311
patricia.randall@portagemi.gov

Mayor Pro Tem Jim Pearson
(269) 303-5459
councilmemberjp@portagemi.gov

Lisa Brayton
(269) 910-1113
lisa.brayton@portagemi.gov

Chris Burns
(708) 710-3102
chris.burns@portagemi.gov

7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM

Planning Commission Meeting
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
City Council Meeting
Planning Commission Meeting
City Council Meeting

The Portager
The Portager is the official publication of the City of Portage,
used to inform residents of city services and events, as well
as city projects that have significance to Portage citizens.
The newsletter is published monthly and delivered to every
mailbox in the 49002 and 49024 zip codes.

Lori Knapp
(269) 324-0178
lori.knapp@portagemi.gov

Vic Ledbetter
(269) 330-6404
vic.ledbetter@portagemi.gov

Terry R. Urban
(269) 323-8160
terry.urban@portagemi.gov

Adam Herringa, Acting City Manager
(269) 329-4400
herringa@portagemi.gov

This month’s front and back cover photo features the
Celery Flats Historical Area.
PORTAGER Editor
Mary Beth Block | blockm@portagemi.gov

A Natural Place to Move
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