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A Message from Mayor
Patricia M. Randall
The Australian Open. The AT&T Pebble Beach
Pro-Am. The Super Bowl. The Olympics.
March Madness. If you tune into any electronic device – TV,
radio, phone or computer – we are literally bombarded with
sports. The athletes and teams weave their way into our
lives, offering a connectedness to others, to a community, a
university, a state, nation or even the entire world. Americans’
fascination with sports permeates many aspects of our lives.
We see human perfection at its pinnacle in every sport.
Some we try to emulate, others we just appreciate. The
discipline, the commitment, the perfection, winning with
dignity, losing with grace, I am in awe of it all. We celebrate
this perfection in our athletes as their likeness is marketed
on goods and services around the globe. Americans spend
$20 billion on sports; $14.6 billion for the Super Bowl alone.
The athletes’ unique journeys captivate us. Is there a
family lineage of sport prowess? Or better yet, a rag to
riches story? Were the sacrifices personal or family-wide?
Did a parent, teacher or coach spark the initial fire? We
want to see their people, know their tribe. The media
has contributed to the awareness, celebration and frenzy
enveloping our greatest athletes and teams. Their individual

Portage Millage Rate Ranks 4th
Lowest Among Similar-Sized
Michigan Cities

stories, both past and present, mesmerize us as they unfold.
I appreciate every touch with perfection, as diet and training
propel each athlete forward to new and higher limits.
I recognize that the coverage captures their humanity.
Their joy and tears, regardless of the sport; their gender,
nationality, and age are factors we celebrate or sympathize
with for everyone. Why? Because we are human. And these
athletes and the sport they choose offer each of us that
interpersonal connection we desperately need.
Intramural sports were introduced to help immigrants
assimilate in their new country. Identifying with others
on a competitive basis, in an athletic arena helped to level
the playing field and build communities. Sports required
teamwork and brought out the best each had to offer. Sport
watching and participation drew large audiences in the
1920s as weekends off created more leisure time; as religious
norms relaxed (freeing Sundays), and as electric street lights
became more prevalent (facilitating nighttime play). The
growing recognition of health and exercise also attributed
to the rising level of all kinds of physical activity.

origins at Yale University. Basketball was developed at a local
YMCA in Springfield, Massachusetts because an indoor sport
was needed for the winter months. Volleyball, skateboarding,
snowboarding, and Ultimate Frisbee were all born in the USA.
Today, pickle ball is now the fastest growing sport in America.
Intramural sports were also introduced in our elementary
schools with the goal of encouraging participation and
boosting skills in high school programs. Originally, social
norms and legislation limited the inclusion of females in the
athletic arena. In 1972, Title IX changed all of that:
No person in the United States shall, on the basis of sex,
be excluded from participation, be denied the benefits of,
or be subjected to discrimination under any education
program receiving federal financial assistance.
The legislation was modified in 2020 to offer protection
against sexual discrimination and harassment. Commercials
encourage us to, “Start your Impossible. Share your Strength.
We all win when everyone can get to the starting line. The
real force to be reckoned with is you. When more of us play,
more of us win. The ends of the earth are not that far apart.”

Baseball was born in New York as a by product of cricket.
Baseball was the very first sport in America that drew paying
spectators. The game was also affordable and open to all
levels of personal ability. Thus, the birth of our national sport
and the love of the game. Football was born of rugby with

From the comfort of my chair, “Go Huskies! Go Mustangs! Go
Broncos! Go Hornets! Go Cougars!”

As shown in the graph below, Portage ranks fourth lowest
among Michigan cities with a population between 30,000
and 80,000 in terms of millage rate.
Municipalities that also levy
income taxes

typically don’t need to raise as much in property taxes and
often have lower millage rates.

The City of Portage millage rate of 10.6400 is a reflection of
the City Council’s commitment to providing quality public
services to its citizens at one of the lowest rates in Michigan.
The millage rate is the amount per $1,000 of taxable value
used to calculate local property taxes. The millage rate is
multiplied by the total taxable value of the property then
divided by $1,000 in order to arrive at the total value of city
property taxes. The owner of a home in Portage with a
taxable value of $100,000 would pay $1,064.00 in property
taxes to the City of Portage. (School, county and state taxes
are levied separately and added to this amount.)

More popcorn, please – with extra butter.
– Patricia M. Randall

A low city millage rate is not only attractive to potential home
buyers, it also encourages companies and manufacturers
to build new plants or expand or renovate existing facilities,
creating jobs and providing investment in the community.
This competitive advantage continues to attract business
development, investors and residents to
Portage.

Source: Michigan Department of Treasury
*These cities also levy income taxes, in addition to property taxes

New Portage Community Senior
Center Opens This Spring!
With the final phase of construction on the new Charles & Lynn
Zhang Portage Community Senior Center at 203 East Centre
Avenue underway, major progress is being made inside.
This month will bring the installation of the new commercial
kitchen designed to support large events such as receptions
and large meal service. The amenities in the kitchen also
include equipment for cooking classes and demonstrations.

A custom-built performance platform in the same space
will allow for expanded luncheon events, entertainment,
educational lectures and performances. This space will also
be available for rent by the community for receptions and
other private events.
The new Portage Community Senior Center is more than
four times the size of the current center, providing space to

A Natural Place to Move

Help Shape the Future of Housing
The City of Portage is participating in a Kalamazoo
County survey to help shape a county-wide housing
plan. The plan will help local governments, nonprofits,
and developers provide housing that meets the needs
of our community.
accommodate activities for older adults and recreational
opportunities. The modern space will also accommodate
the coming wave of active baby boomers who demand
different programming and more flexible space than today’s
older adults.
Membership fees at the Portage Senior Center help us
meet the needs of a growing population by providing
the best services available to promote personal growth,
health, friendship, and independence for adults aged 50
and over. Membership entitles an individual to participate
in all educational, social/recreational, volunteer, and
other regularly scheduled activities and special events.
Memberships are good for one year from the date of
registration. Annual membership fees are $30 for Portage
residents and $40 for non-residents. A lifetime membership
is $300. Visit portagemi.gov/218 for more information and to
download a membership application.

portagemi.gov

The challenges of affordability, supply of workforce
and senior housing and housing for people who are
homeless exist through out Kalamazoo County. In 2020,
an increase to the county-wide housing millage was
approved through a public vote. The original millage
helped more than 500 families with a .10 mill property
tax. The new .75 mill property tax will be collected for
eight years. Your answers to the survey can help shape
how these funds are spent.
The results of the survey and the housing plan will be
published in the spring 2022. None of your personal
information will be collected, stored or reported
through this survey.
You can access the survey,
being conducted by the WE
Upjohn Institute at https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/KzooCountyHousing
or scan the QR Code.
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Severe Weather – Are You Prepared?

Make a Plan

Many Portagers are happy to know that spring is right
around the corner. Remember that with the warmer
temperatures, the potential for severe weather increases.

Be sure your family is prepared for severe weather, where
ever they may be when a storm strikes. Teach your children
their address and family phone number and how to call
9-1-1. Identify a safe spot in your home for sheltering in
place. Make sure everyone knows where to go if you have to
evacuate. Maintain a list of emergency contacts.

The State of Michigan Severe Weather Awareness Week
will be held March 20 - 26, with a Statewide Tornado Drill
on Wednesday, March 23. At 1 PM, residents may hear the
outdoor warning sirens as part of this drill. The Department
of Public Safety also tests the warning siren system on the
first Saturday of every month at 1 PM, during which the
sirens are sounded to ensure they are operating properly.
Michigan is vulnerable to a variety of types of severe spring
weather including tornadoes, thunderstorms, and floods.
You and your family can improve the chances of being safe
during severe weather by being prepared. We encourage
everyone to follow four steps to be prepared.

Be Informed
You and your family members should discuss the dangers
of severe weather. Talk about how you will learn about
impending storms and how you will communicate during
severe weather. Find out about the disaster plans in your
workplace, your children’s school or daycare center, and
other places where your family spends time.

Change your Clocks, Change your
Batteries!
Daylight Saving Time begins Sunday, March 13, 2022.
That means time is adjusted to achieve longer evening
daylight in summer by setting the clocks an hour ahead
at 2 AM. But it’s also a good reminder to change the
batteries in your smoke alarms.

According to the National Fire Protection Association
(NFPA), dead batteries account for approximately 25%
of all smoke alarm failures. What’s more, the NFPA says,
the death rate from fires in homes without working
smoke alarms is more than twice that of house fires with
working smoke alarms.
The Portage Department of Public Safety – Fire Division
recommends you test your smoke alarm batteries
once a month and change the batteries at least once a
year. Smoke alarms should be replaced when the unit
reaches ten years in age. Taking a few extra moments
when you change your clocks to change the batteries in
your smoke alarms could save your life and the lives of
your family members.

Build a Kit
An emergency may require you to immediately evacuate,
take shelter, or go without basic services for an extended
period. Should an emergency occur, you will need a supply
of essential items to last you at least three days. These
items should be included in a readily accessible 72-hour
emergency supply kit, stored in a 5-gallon bucket, duffel
bag, or backpack. For details on how to build an emergency
kit, visit michigan.gov/miready.

Practice and Maintain Your Plan and Kit
Review your plan every six months so family members
remember what to do during an emergency. Conduct
regular fire and emergency evacuation drills. Test and your
smoke and carbon monoxide detectors monthly.

National Flood
Insurance Program
The City of Portage participates in the
National Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP) by being proactive in protecting structures from
damage caused by flood events. Administered by the
Federal Emergency Management Agency, the program
establishes design and construction standards for structures
in and around Special Flood Hazard Areas (SFHA). In
addition to lowering the risk of flood vulnerability, the
program provides the opportunity for property owners in
these areas to acquire flood insurance at a reduced rate.
Flood maps, base flood elevations (BFE) and other related
materials that distinguish areas that have the potential to
flood are maintained by the Department of Community
Development. Similar information is also available at the
Portage District Library. The information and material
help property and business owners determine if their site
is located in or near a SFHA and the proactive actions that
should be taken to help protect their investment. Ground
elevation certificates, which are used to verify existing
building elevations, and letters of map amendment, a
process to remove properties from flood hazard areas,
are also tracked and maintained by the Department of
Community Development. Assistance for property owners
seeking flood hazard area map information and/or methods
to potentially change flood area records is also provided.
Unfortunately, most property owners are not aware that
insurance policies typically do not cover damage from flood

Department of Public
Safety Seeking Police
Officer and On-Call
Firefighter Trainees
A great city is a safe city. The City of Portage continues
to provide its citizens with a safe place to live and work.
Providing highly trained and professional police and fire
resources is one of the ways we ensure the continued
safety of our citizens.

Police Officer Trainees
We are investing in the future of Police Officer candidates
by sponsoring cadets in the 2022 Kalamazoo Valley
Community College Fall Police Academy. Qualified
individuals are those who have taken the initiative to earn
or be working toward an associates degree, have proven
communication skills, have demonstrated integrity, and
have a passion for service and caring for the community.
A Police Offer Trainee will be paid and receive benefits
while attending the academy. The cost of tuition, books,
and required testing fees will be provided upon the
signing of a sponsorship cost agreement. With successful
completion of the Police Academy and receipt of MCOLES
certification, the trainee will be elevated to a full-time
Police Officer.
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Watch vs. Warning
Severe thunderstorms are defined as winds of 58 mph
or higher and/or hail 1 inch in diameter or larger.
Do you know the difference between a watch and
a warning?
A Severe Thunderstorm Watch is issued when
severe thunderstorms are possible in and near the
watch area. It does not mean that they will occur.
It only means they are possible.
A Severe Thunderstorm Warning is issued when
severe thunderstorms are occurring or imminent in
the warning area.
A Tornado Watch is issued when severe
thunderstorms and tornadoes are possible in and
near the watch area. It does not mean that they
will occur. It only means they are possible.
A Tornado Warning is issued when a tornado is
imminent. When a tornado warning is issued, seek
safe shelter immediately.
Source: National Weather Service (

weather.gov)

events. Special flood insurance is required to cover such
events and is only available to communities that participate
in the NFIP. Because Portage participates in the program,
property owners are able to obtain flood insurance at a
reduced cost. Property owners who do not currently have
flood insurance, may wish to contact an insurance provider
to review options.
As a public service, the Department of Community
Development can provide you with the following
information upon request:
» Whether a property is within the SFHA as shown on the
current Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) for Portage.
» Additional flood insurance data for a site, such as the FIRM
Zone, flood way locations, the BFE or depth, if shown on
the FIRM.
» Information about the mandatory flood insurance purchase
requirement that applies to individuals getting a federallybacked mortgage or loan for property in the SFHA.
» Access to Elevation Certificates processed in the City of
Portage if they exist for a specific property.
» Copies of Letters of Map Amendment (LOMAs) or Letter of
Map Revision (LOMRs).
Useful information relating to floodplains can also be found
for the State of Michigan Department of Environment, Great
Lakes and Energy (EGLE) at michigan.gov/deq/0,4561,7-1353313_3684_3725---,00.html.
Please contact the Department of Community Development
at 329-4477 for assistance or more information.

Home Improvement Loans

On-Call Firefighter Trainees
Are you interested in becoming an On-Call Firefighter? Do
you desire a sponsorship to attend the Kalamazoo County
Fire Chiefs Association Fire Academy? Be paid a wage while
completing the Medical First Responder and Firefighter I &
II Michigan certifications. Candidates must pass a written
test, physical agility test, and background investigation.
Post-offer conditions include successful physical and
psychological evaluations. Residency requirements apply.
On-Call Firefighter Trainee informational meetings will be
held at Portage Fire Station No. 1 (7830 Shaver Road) on
Thursday, April 14 from 6 - 7 PM and again on Saturday, April
16 from 10 - 11 AM. Interested candidates can learn more
about the trainee program and the commitment required.
Complete details and requirements for both trainee
positions, as well as an online application can be found at
portagemi.gov/200. All inquiries should be directed to the
Department of Human Resources at 329-4494.

The City of Portage is an Equal Opportunity Employer
portagemi.gov

Spring is a great time to make necessary home
improvements and repairs. Loans of up to $20,000 per
housing unit are available in the form of a no-interest
deferred loan for home improvements and repairs,
including roofing, furnace, foundation, replacement
windows, doors, electrical upgrade and repairs, plumbing,
water and sewer hook-ups, termite treatment, accessibility,
and energy efficiency improvements.
Eligibility for all
Household
Maximum
programs includes
Size
Annual Income
the maximum income
1 Person
$43,350
limits show to the
2 Person
$49,550
right established by
3 Person
$55,750
the U.S. Department
4 Person
$61,900
of Housing and Urban
5 Person
$66,900
Development. All
6 Person
$71,850
loans are deferred and
7 Person
$76,800
require no payments
8 Person
$81,750
as long as the house
remains the principal residence of the homeowner.
Interest rate is dependent on household income. To
participate in the Down Payment Assistance Program, a
minimum household income is also required.
Please call the Department of Community Development
at 329-4477 for additional information.
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Portage Parks & Recreation Events, Camps & Classes
1,000 Acres. 18 Parks. One City.
To find out more and register online, visit mypark.portagemi.gov and click
the purple Recreation Activities & Facility Rentals button.

Adopt-A-Park Program

City Hall Exhibitions

The Adopt-A-Park Program provides the opportunity for
individuals, volunteer groups, neighborhood associations
and businesses to take an active role in the maintenance,
improvement and beautification of local parks, trails, and
green spaces in the city. Neighbors and community groups
volunteer their time to improve their assigned park by
planting and maintaining flower beds; maintaining trails
and paths; painting and caring for park structures; cleaning
up litter; planting and mulching; and generally making sure
the park is in order. We send a special thank you to new
park adopters, Whisper Rock Residents, assigned to the
Gourdneck State Game Area (East).

Rotating exhibitions focused on local arts and history are
free to the public in the lobby at Portage City Hall, Monday
through Friday from 8 AM to 5 PM.
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Call To Artists

The City of Portage announces the
5th Annual Portage Community
Art Award in conjunction with the
Kalamazoo Institute of Arts’ (KIA) annual
West Michigan Area Show
(WMAS). The WMAS is a juried exhibition of the
visual arts from community talent spanning
a 14-county region ranging from paintings,
prints, photos to mosaics, ceramics, jewelry,
sculpture, and mixed media.
To be eligible for the $1,000 award, the artist must be a
resident of Portage, Michigan. Artwork submitted must
reflect the city’s theme, A Natural Place to Move! and
be available for display at Portage City Hall for one year
beginning September 15, 2022. The winner will also need a
minimum of 8 to 10 additional works of art of any medium
for an exhibition in Portage City Hall from September 16 to
October 28, 2022, following the KIA exhibition. The artist
must be available for a private reception and the unveiling
of the winning work of art and the accompanying exhibition.
Artists should submit entries per guidelines available on the
Kalamazoo Institute of Arts website at kiarts.org by April 3,
2022. The WMAS award ceremony will be held in May and
exhibited at the KIA from May 22 to September 4, 2022.
For questions about the Portage Community Art Award, call
Portage Parks & Recreation at 329-4522.

What’s in a Name?
Ever wonder about the names on some of the streets and
other areas in Portage? Discover the history behind names
like Austin, Kilgore, Milham, Dry Prairie and others that
created a footprint on the City of Portage we know today.
If you have photos or stories to share about people who
shaped the early settlement of Portage from 1830 to the
early 1900’s, please contact Portage Parks & Recreation at
329-4522 to add the history to our archives.

Recreation Activities
& Facility Rentals

registration deadline is Tuesday, March 15. To register, visit
mypark.portagemi.gov and click on the purple Recreation
Activities and Facilities Rentals button. For more information
about the Junior Ranger Club, visit portagemi.gov/725.
» Schrier Park (850 West Osterhout Avenue)
» Thursday, March 17, 6 - 7 PM
» FREE (Registration required)

John Ball Zoo Program
Animal Senses
Explore your own senses as well as the
senses animals use to survive.

» March 4 - April 30

» Saturday, March 19, 10 AM
» Schrier Park (850 West Osterhout Avenue)
» FREE (Registration required)

Ranger Hikes

Geo Mystery Tours

Winter Tree Identification
Back by popular demand! Take a hike with our Park Rangers
and learn the many ways to identify trees, even when they
are not displaying their more easily recognizable leaves. Use
your tree identification skills to impress your friends and
family all year long!
» Sunday, March 13, 2 PM
» Schrier Park (850 West Osterhout Avenue)

See to BeLeaf
Geocaching with a twist! Hunt for adventure in the Portage
Parks. A different mystery is revealed every other month
and it’s up to you to uncover the answers. To learn more and
to register, visit mypark.portagemi.gov and click on the purple
Recreation Activities and Facilities Rentals button. Join the
story at any time, but all adventures must be completed by
the last day of the month.

» FREE (Registration required)

» April 1 - 30

Spring Fever
Spring is near and animals are cleaning house! Learn which
animals have awoken, returned to the area, or stayed active
all winter. Learn how to be the best neighbor possible
for local critters this spring. Participants are encouraged
to bring binoculars, notebooks, and pens and dress
appropriately for the weather.

Portage Culinary Academy

» Sunday, April 10, 2 PM
» Eliason Nature Reserve (1614 West Osterhout Avenue)
» FREE (Registration required)

Junior Ranger Earn-A-Badge
Be a Junior Ranger and get some help earning badges. During
this FREE program, a Junior Ranger may bring an adult to
work on Health Badge activities. Supplies are included and
this workshop is led by Portage Parks & Recreation staff. The

Whether you are a novice or experienced cook, the Portage
Culinary Academy has something for you. These cooking
classes have limited space and fill up quickly.
Baked Chicken Al Fresco with Chef Chauncey
Chef Chauncey presents “Baked Chicken Al Fresco”, chicken
breast stuffed with a crab/sausage stuffing. Learn to roll,
dust, and dredge your chicken breast in Italian bread
crumbs. The Chicken Al Fresco will be served with pasta
Marsala, which includes black olives, red peppers, Italian
seasonings, and topped with a mozzarella and Parmesan
cheese blend. The dinner also includes asparagus tips and
French bread.
» Wednesday, April 13, 6 PM
» Stuart Manor (7340 Garden Lane)
» $30 per person/class (Registration required)

Accepting Applications for
Market Vendors and Musicians
PORTAGE

Farmers Market
Fresh. Rain or Shine.
The Portage Farmers Market supports and strengthens
opportunities for farmers, local specialty food producers, and
artisan entrepreneurs, who contribute to the overall health of
the Portage community.

The Portage Farmers Market is proud to support
local farmers, food producers, crafts-people, artisans,
and musicians. We are now accepting applications
from vendors and musicians for the 2022 market.
The season runs every Sunday from May 1 through
October 16, from 9 AM to 1 PM.

market stall fee for the season is $325 or a daily rate
of $20.
Visit farmersmarket.portagemi.gov to complete and
submit an online vendor or musician application or to
download and print an application.

Contact the Portage Farmers Market
» Phone: 329-4522
» Email: farmmkt@portagemi.gov

Participating vendors must meet all federal, state
and local preparation, licensing, labeling and storage
regulations and may only sell products that are legal
under federal and state law.

» Mail: Portage City Hall
Parks & Recreation
7900 South Westnedge Avenue
Portage, Michigan 49002

Vendor spaces measure 10 x 10 feet. Each vendor
is required to provide a tent, table, signage/banner
and tent weights (at least 50 pounds per tent). The

» 24-Hour Drop Box at City Hall

The market operates every Sunday from 9 AM - 1 PM at Portage
City Hall (7900 South Westnedge Avenue), May through
October. Local vendors offer fresh produce, meat, eggs, baked
goods, flowers, crafts, gifts and more!
The market also fosters outdoor social gathering and
provides a relaxing and entertaining place to shop and meet
with friends. Visit us every Sunday starting May 8 and see
what all the buzz is about!
Follow us on Facebook @PortageMarketMI or on Instagram
@PortageMarket.

A Natural Place to Move

portagemi.gov
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Portage Senior Center Events, Activities & Classes
mypsc.portagemi.gov | Questions? Call 329-4555.

Find us at 320 Library Lane. |

Explore More. Have Fun. Live Well.
Experience a vital, vibrant community offering a wide variety of services and activities that match the needs of active
older adults. Membership at the PSC is open to anyone over the age of 50. Portage residency is not required. All events
are held at the Portage Senior Center unless otherwise noted.

Trip Spotlight

Medicare/Medicaid Assistance Program

Metro Share Van

Day Trip: Jim Crow and the History of Racism. Join us for a
visit to the Jim Crow Museum of Racist Memorabilia on the
campus of Ferris State University in Big Rapids, Michigan.
View a wide variety of everyday artifacts depicting the
history of racist portrayals of African Americans in American
popular culture. The visit will focus on and recognize
Juneteenth which commemorates the June 19, 1865
announcement of the abolition of slavery in Texas and the
emancipation of African-American slaves throughout the
Confederate South. Contact the PSC Trip Office to be placed
on the “interested” list.

The Medicare/Medicaid Assistance Program (MMAP) helps
seniors and caregivers make informed decisions about
healthcare and prescription benefits. Information about
Medicare, Medicaid, regulations and insurance products will
be available. MMAP counselors are not connected with any
insurance company, nor are they licensed to sell insurance.
Their purpose is to serve you objectively and confidentially.
Call the PSC to schedule your 45-minute one-on-one virtual
or phone appointment.

» Thursday, June 16
» Cost TBD

New Member Meet & Eat

» Monday, March 14, 1:00 - 4:45 PM
» FREE (Registration required)

Blood Pressure Clinic

Sponsor: Heritage Community of
Kalamazoo

Absolute Home Care and Medical Staffing is partnering with
the Portage Senior Center to offer a Blood Pressure Clinic.
Appointments are the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month
from 10 AM – 12 PM. Anyone is welcome. Please call the
PSC at 329-4555 to schedule your appointment.

Have you recently joined the Portage
Senior Center or are considering
joining? The PSC Meet & Eat is for you. Let us get to know
you better and introduce you to the variety of programs
and events that are planned throughout the year. Enjoy a
complimentary light breakfast and informative presentation.
Call the PSC to register by March 4.

Sponsor: Absolute Home Care and Medical Staffing

» Tuesdays, March 8 and 22, 10 AM – 12 PM
» FREE (Registration required)

Transportation to PSC and Grocery Shopping
The PSC Metro Share Van (MSV) transportation program is
available to all Portage residents 50 years of age and older.
Rides are generally provided to and from PSC activities as
well as grocery shopping at Meijer on Shaver Road. For
more information, or to schedule a ride, contact the PSC
Reception Desk at 329-4555.

Ruth Ann Meyer Scholarship Fund
The Portage Senior Center, through the Friends of the
Portage Senior Center, offer the Ruth Ann Meyer Scholarship
Fund. The scholarship provides assistance for individuals
who need financial assistance for senior center membership
and/or program fees. Members of the PSC or community
at large who are experiencing financial hardship are
encouraged to contact Director of Senior Citizen Services,
Kim Phillips or Program Coordinator, Julie VanderNoot for
additional information regarding scholarships. We keep
your information confidential.

» Tuesday, March 8, 9 - 10 AM
» FREE (Registration required)

Look Inside for Spring Cleanup
Collection Details and NEW Dates!
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The City of Portage annual spring collection programs include
separate dates for the collection of household materials and brush/
bagged leaves. To better align with seasonal weather conditions and to allow extra
time for residents to perform yard clean-up tasks after the snow melts, changes
have been implemented to the dates of the spring collection programs. The spring
curbside collection of brush and bagged leaves will occur in May, rather than April.
This change means that the Spring Cleanup Program will be conducted from March
28 through April 28. Complete details are contained in the enclosed insert.

Portage City Council

The City Manager

Televised City Meetings

Portage City Council meetings are held twice
a month on Tuesdays at 7 PM at Portage City
Hall (7900 South Westnedge Avenue) in Council
Chambers and are always open to the public.

The City Manager is responsible for the day-to-day operations of the
city. Citizens are encouraged to contact the City Manager with concerns
or complaints about city services by visiting reportit.portagemi.gov or by
calling Complaint Resolution at 329-4404.

City Council, Planning Commission and Zoning Board of
Appeals meetings can be viewed live on Charter channel
995 and AT&T channel 99. All meetings can be viewed via
live streaming at portagemi.gov/205.

MARCH 2021
3
8
14
17
22
Mayor Patricia M. Randall
(269) 993-2311
patricia.randall@portagemi.gov

Mayor Pro Tem Jim Pearson
(269) 303-5459
councilmemberjp@portagemi.gov

Lisa Brayton
(269) 910-1113
lisa.brayton@portagemi.gov

Chris Burns
(708) 710-3102
chris.burns@portagemi.gov

7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM

Planning Commission Meeting
City Council Meeting
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
Planning Commission Meeting
City Council Meeting

The Portager
The Portager is the official publication of the City of Portage,
used to inform residents of city services and events, as well
as city projects that have significance to Portage citizens.
The newsletter is published monthly and delivered to every
mailbox in the 49002 and 49024 zip codes.

Lori Knapp
(269) 324-0178
lori.knapp@portagemi.gov

Vic Ledbetter
(269) 330-6404
vic.ledbetter@portagemi.gov

Terry R. Urban
(269) 323-8160
terry.urban@portagemi.gov

Adam Herringa, Acting City Manager
(269) 329-4400
herringa@portagemi.gov

This month’s front and back cover photo features the
Portage Creek Bicentennial Park Trail.
PORTAGER Editor
Mary Beth Block | blockm@portagemi.gov
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SPRING CLEANUP COLLECTIONS
The City of Portage annual spring collection programs include separate dates for the collection of household
materials and brush/bagged leaves. The collection of household materials is detailed on this page, while
the collection of brush and bagged leaves is detailed on the next page. Please contact the Department of
Public Works at 329-4444 or visit the city website at portagemi.gov/279 for further information.

2022 Spring Cleanup Program
Reminders . . .

What Items WILL NOT Be Collected?

»

»
»

The City of Portage has no responsibility for items
removed from the curbside by private parties.
Collection will occur only once in each zone.
All items at the curb will be collected – please watch
children’s toys.
Please separate trash and metals at the curb.

»
»

The map below indicates the scheduled pickup date for
each neighborhood. Arrows on the map show which side
of the street will be picked up when a boundary line falls
between different dates. Collection dates are also available
at portagemi.gov/279.

»

Neighborhood collection occurs only once during the Spring
Cleanup Program, so it is important to place items at the curb
by 7 AM on your scheduled pickup date. Materials may be
placed at curbside up to three days prior to the collection date.
The Spring Cleanup Program is not performed for
commercial establishments, churches or schools or on
private streets. The program can be conducted on private
streets, only after every property owner on the private street
has signed an indemnification form. Please contact the
Department of Public Works at 329-4444 with any questions
concerning collection on private streets.

March 28 - April 28
»
»
»
»
»
»

What Items WILL Be Collected?
»
»
»

Bed springs and mattresses.
Metal will be collected. PLEASE PILE SEPARATELY.
Old appliances, including washers, dryers, stoves, and
hot water heaters will be collected.
Toilets
Lawn/yard equipment – drained of oil and fuel.
Carpet – must be rolled up, less than 6 feet in length and
less than 50 pounds.
Other items must be bundled, bagged or boxed. Each
package should weigh less than 50 pounds.

»
»
»
»

»

»
»
»
»

»

Tires
Sand, gravel or sod
Broken concrete
Scrap building materials
from demolition,
construction or
remodeling
Refrigerators, air
conditioners and
dehumidifiers

It is the responsibility of Portage residents to dispose of the
above materials properly. The City of Portage participates in
the Kalamazoo County Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)
Program. Residents are encouraged to call the HHW Hot
Line at 373-5211 for information regarding hazardous waste
drop-off disposal or visit kalcounty.com/hhw.

Kilgore Road

Kilgore Road

I-94

Lovers Lane

April 5

April 4

Animal waste
Brush or leaves (see
reverse page)
Wood fences or decking
Household garbage
Gas or fuel containers
Large auto parts
Paint and chemicals
Railroad ties / landscape
timbers
TV’s, Computers & monitors

April 21 April 22

City Limits

Each spring, the City of Portage conducts the Spring Cleanup
Program, giving residents the opportunity to reduce
household clutter and get rid of unwanted household
materials by placing them at curbside for pickup.

EARLIER
DATES THAN
2021!
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Brush & Bagged Leaf Collection

May 2 – 27
LATER
DATES THAN
2021!

Bagged leaves, including ornamental grasses, will be collected in May as part of the Curbside Brush Collection
program. The map below indicates when materials may be placed at the curb. All materials should be at
curbside no later than 7 a.m. prior to your designated Monday. Residents are reminded that materials may not
be collected on Monday; however, each zone will be cleared of materials by the end of the designated week.

How Should I Prepare My Brush/
Leaves?

What Will NOT Be Collected?

Brush and Bagged Leaf
Drop-off Day!

»

Branches 4 feet in length or longer are
preferred

Brush and branches generated from a
professional tree removal

»

Branches must be less than 3 inches in
diameter

Grass clippings, flowers, weeds, garden
materials

»

Firewood

»

Stack in neat piles at curbside

»

»

Do not cut up Christmas trees

Lumber, timbers, building materials, railroad
ties, landscape materials

»

Leaves and ornamental grasses must be in
biodegradable paper bags (see details below)

»
»

»

Roots or tree stumps

»

Loose leaves OR leaves bagged in plastic
bags

»

Saturday, May 28,
9 AM - 1 PM

»

City of Portage
Compost Facility –
10950 Oakland Drive

»

Call 329-4444 for
complete details

Leaves must be in biodegradable paper bags
for the 2022 Bagged Leaf Collection

Kilgore Road

94

ZONE 1

Leaves in plastic bags will not be collected
Kalamazoo
Battle Creek
Intl Airport

Lovers Lane

N

Milham Avenue

Monday, May 2

The City of Portage requires the use of biodegradable paper
bags for the Bagged Leaf Collection. Biodegradable paper
bags decompose with exposure to the elements, allowing
for total recycling of both the bag and the leaves packed
inside. Composting, an organic process in which exposure
to the atmosphere and moisture is necessary, cannot be
accomplished with plastic bags. In addition, leaves in
plastic bags cannot be deposited in landfills due to federal
laws prohibiting recyclable yard waste in landfills. The use
of plastic bags or decomposing plastic bags for the 2022
Bagged Leaf Collection is prohibited.
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Curbside Recycling Program
The City of Portage is committed to the conservation
of natural resources and minimizing the strain on the
planet. The city recycles a substantial amount of metal
collected during the Spring Cleanup Program. Citizens are
encouraged to recycle items such as plastic, glass, paper and
cardboard by taking part in the biweekly Curbside Recycling
Program, which provides for the collection of recyclable
materials at the curbside.

Single-Stream Recycling
Mix all accepted recyclable items in a single container.
Simply place all of your clean recyclables in the cart
together. Be mindful that depositing soiled materials into
the cart can contaminate an entire load of clean recyclable
items; compliance with these preparation instructions is
essential to the success of the program. The automated
recycling collection process includes GPS capabilities and
video detection equipment.
Residents have a choice of a 96-gallon or 64-gallon wheeled
cart. The cart is easy to maneuver to the curb and prevents
recyclable materials from being blown around on windy
days. Register to participate and select a cart size by visiting
portagemi.gov/284.

Biodegradable paper bags
are easy to fill. They are
designed to self-stand,
accept both dry and moist
leaves and are less likely to
break open. Please limit
bag contents to 50 pounds
or less. Biodegradable
paper bags are available
in the lawn and garden
departments of most
major household/grocery
retail outlets, home
improvement centers,
nurseries and hardware
stores.

Bi-weekly Collection
Recycling is collected every two weeks. The wheeled
carts provides adequate space for two-weeks worth of
recyclable materials, which means fewer trucks through
your neighborhood. More importantly, collection of
materials once every two weeks results in a decrease in fuel
consumption and emissions and the wear and tear on city
streets.

Cart Location
Please wheel cart to the street by 6 AM on your collection
day; position cart facing toward the street with a 3-foot
clearance from other objects (other carts, mailbox, vehicle).

Drop-Off Recycling – Best Way Disposal
Portage residents may utilize the Best Way Disposal drop-off
facility for a fee of $5 per cubic yard. All items included in
the Curbside Recycling Program are accepted at the drop-off
facility located at 2606 Miller Road in Kalamazoo, Monday Friday, 8 AM - 4:30 PM and Saturdays, 8 AM - 12 PM
Please call the City of Portage Recycling Hot Line at
329-4416 with any questions.

Questions?
If you have any questions
about the scheduled collection
dates for your neighborhood,
or need information regarding
materials and preparation
for these Spring Collection
Programs, please call the
Department of Public Works at
329-4444.
Complete details about the
Spring Collection Programs,
including an address locator
tool, can also be found online
at portagemi.gov.

