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A Message from Mayor
Patricia M. Randall
February, the shortest month of the year,
moves us into the heart of winter. More
daylight brightens our homes as we spend more time
indoors. Smack dab in the middle of February is Valentine’s
Day. The day holds different levels of importance depending
upon one’s status as single, dating, or married.
Historically, Valentine’s Day dates back to the Middle Ages.
Several different accounts reference the creation of this
holiday and all portray a sympathetic, heroic, and, most
importantly, a romantic figure. In the Middle Ages, Emperor
Claudius II believed that single soldiers were more loyal to him,
and thus better soldiers, than married ones. As a result, this
powerful ruler outlawed marriage for all young, single men.
A young priest in Rome with the last name of “Valentine”
then defied his order and secretly continued to marry young

New Portage Community Senior Center
Nearing Completion
The final phase of construction is underway at the new
Charles & Lynn Zhang Portage Community Senior Center
at 203 East Centre Avenue. With the building nearly sealed
to outside elements, finishing activity is going on inside
like drywall, tile, and paint. The new 32,000-square-foot
building is expected to be open to the public this spring,
with a ribbon-cutting ceremony planned in late May.
The state-of-the-art building will be complete with
integrated Wi-Fi and an audiovisual system throughout
its multiple activity and meeting rooms. The facility will

lovers. This rebel priest became a martyr when he was
executed for this defiance on February 14th in the year 270
A.D. Later, the Catholic Church made him a saint. The Feast of
Saint Valentine is still observed today on February 14th.
Over time, love and marriage carried on, of course, and
traditions began to emerge. A common weapon in the
Middle Ages was the bow and arrow. Dating back to Greek
mythology, Eros – the god of love – has been portrayed as
a chubby cherub shooting golden arrows at unsuspecting
lovers. This male child bears the name Cupid and represents
love, attraction, and affection.
The sharing of written valentine messages started in 1375
with the wealthy; those who could read, write and afford
paper and ink. One special Valentine written in 1415 can
be found today at the British Library in London, England.
This final message of love was written by Charles, the Duke
of Orleans to his wife while he was imprisoned within the
famous Tower of London. It stands as a testament of love

also include a commercial kitchen, a billiards room, indoor
athletic courts, a dedicated travel office, a fitness area, a
performance stage, an outdoor courtyard, and a coffee
lounge. The building signage will feature an electronic
message board along Centre Avenue and an outdoor
information kiosk.
Program offerings will increase to include more travel
adventures; wellness services including foot care, blood
pressure, and hearing clinics; fitness instruction utilizing
modern equipment; food and nutrition classes in a fullyequipped kitchen; expanded recreation opportunities
with pickleball court space. Watch for options to continue
participating in virtual programming for those who may be
unable to leave home or uncomfortable going out.

and unfailing hope, despite his fatal circumstances.
As technology mass-produced printed cards and postage
and mail delivery became cheaper, the sending of Valentine
cards exploded. Today, 145 million Valentine cards are sent,
second only to those mailed over Christmas. Valentine’s
Day is one of the most popular days to get engaged. School
children carry on the tradition of exchanging cards and
having a mid-winter holiday.
Whatever your past or current traditions are for this holiday,
I hope you reflect on its origins. We should be grateful for
our democracy in contrast to the reign of the egotistical
emperor during which it was founded. Grateful for the
ability to love and marry whomever we choose. Grateful
that education is available for children everywhere.
May we never lose the belief that love can conquer all.
Happy Valentine’s Day, Portage!
- Patricia M. Randall

Membership Fee Increase March 1
Membership fees at the Portage Senior Center help us
meet the needs of a growing population by providing the
best services available to promote personal growth, health,
friendship, and independence for adults aged 50 and over
(and their spouses younger than 50). Beginning March 1,
2022, the following fee increases will be implemented.
Current Fee

New Fee

(March 1, 2022)

Annual Membership Fee
» Portage Resident
» Non-Resident

$25
$35

$30
$40

Lifetime Membership Fee

$250

$300

Drop-in Fee for Non-Members

$3

$5

Lost Membership Card Fee

$3

$5

Lock In Your Membership at Current Rates
Existing Portage Senior Center members can renew
their 2022 membership ahead of the March 1 increase.
The current membership rates are $25 for Portage
residents and $35 for non-residents, with a Lifetime
membership rate of $250. Visit portagemi.gov/218 to
purchase your membership.

Portage Senior Center Events, Activities & Classes
Find us at 320 Library Lane |

mypsc.portagemi.gov | Questions? Call 329-4555

Explore More. Have Fun. Live Well.
Experience a vital, vibrant community offering a wide variety of services and activities that match the needs of active older
adults. Membership at the PSC is open to anyone over the age of 50. Portage residency is not required. All events are held at
the Portage Senior Center unless otherwise noted.

Trip Spotlight
Virtual Trip: Lincoln Memorial and West Potomac Park:
Backdrop to Civil Rights in America. Join our local tour guide,
Edward from District Heights, MD for a live virtual tour. We’ll
walk in the steps of Dr. Robert Moton (the only AfricanAmerican to speak at the dedication of the memorial), the
lower mezzanine where Marianne Anderson gave her iconic
Easter Sunday concert in 1939, and the spot where Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. gave his iconic speech.
» Friday, February 25 from 10 – 11 AM
» $15 per person
Day Trip: Jim Crow and the History of Racism. Join us for a
visit to the Jim Crow Museum of Racist Memorabilia on the
campus of Ferris State University in Big Rapids, Michigan.

A Natural Place to Move

View a wide variety of everyday artifacts depicting the
history of racist portrayals of African Americans in American
popular culture. The visit will focus on and recognize
Juneteenth which commemorates the June 19th, 1865
announcement of the abolition of slavery in Texas and the
emancipation of African-American slaves throughout the
Confederate South. Contact the Trip Office to be placed on
the “interested” list.
» Thursday, June 16
» Cost TBD

Blood Pressure Clinic

Sponsor: Absolute Home Care and Medical Staffing
Absolute Home Care and Medical Staffing is partnering with
the PSC to offer a Blood Pressure Clinic at the Portage Senior
portagemi.gov

Center on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month.
Call 329-4555 to schedule your appointment.
» Tuesdays, February 8 & 22, 10 AM – 12 PM
» FREE (Registration required)

Hearing Screening

Sponsor: America’s Best Hearing
A certified audiologist from America’s Best Hearing, formerly
Connect Hearing, will provide the following services at no
charge: hearing screenings, hearing aid cleaning/check, earmold re-tubing, and ear-mold impressions. Call 329-4555 to
schedule an appointment.
» Tuesday, February 15, 9 AM – 12 PM
» FREE (Registration required)
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Board of Review to Meet in March
The City of Portage Board of Review, appointed by the
City Council, is responsible for hearing property tax
valuation appeals from Portage property owners. The
board may address property valuation (SEV), assessment
roll classification changes, veterans’ exemption and
Property Tax Poverty Exemption requests.

Assessment Change Notices
The annual Assessment Change Notices will be mailed to
Portage residential property owners the week of February
14, 2022. Important information can be found in the
notices pertaining to changes in the assessed and taxable
values from 2021 to 2022, the status of Principal Residence,
and whether the property’s taxable value was “uncapped”
as a result of an ownership transfer. If you do not receive a
notice, please contact the Office of the City Assessor.
Property owners are encouraged to discuss any questions
or concerns with assessing staff before the 2022 Assessment
Roll is certified by the City Assessor. The City Assessor
cannot make any changes to 2022 property valuations after
the 2022 Assessment Roll has been certified and turned
over to the Board of Review. Many issues can be addressed
prior to or without the necessity of appearing before
the March Board of Review. Certain questions regarding
assessment change notices and property assessments
can be answered over the phone, while others may be
best answered during an informal review conducted by
assessing staff. Property owners who wish to discuss their
property valuations with assessing staff must contact the
Office of the City Assessor by February 28, 2022.

Board of Review
If you believe your property valuation is inaccurate, and
assessing staff were not able to address your concerns
(see above), you may appear before the March Board of
Review to appeal the valuation. The Board of Review will
meet according to the following schedule:

Beginning March 1, 2022, property owners may call the
Office of the City Assessor to schedule an appointment to
appeal to the Board of Review. Appeals may also be
made by a signed letter to the Office of the City Assessor
by 5 PM on Wednesday, March 16, 2022. Written appeals
must include a completed Form L-4035 Petition to the
Board of Review. Form L-4035 is available online at
portagemi.gov/156. Written appeals, including
documentation and Form L-4035, can be submitted by
mail, e-mail or placed in the 24-hour drop box at City Hall.
Taxable value change is limited by the Inflation Rate
Multiplier (IRM), as determined by the State Tax
Commission, unless there has been new construction or
an uncapping event (transfer of ownership). For 2022, the
IRM is 1.033, meaning that the taxable value may increase
by 3.3% unless new construction or physical changes
have been made, omitted property was discovered or a
transfer of ownership has occurred.
Under Michigan law, the selling price of a property is not the
presumptive true cash value. Meaning, the actual selling
price is not what the City Assessor or Board of Review determines the assessed value to be. Selling price is only one
measure of the value for the Board of Review to consider.
Property owners who choose to meet with assessing staff
or appeal before the Board of Review should provide
appropriate support for a particular position, such as
documentation of recent sales of similar homes in the
neighborhood, current appraisals of the home, receipts
or invoices for recent construction activity, photographs
of property damage or deterioration, or any additional
information relevant to the assessment of the property. The
Assessor may also provide supporting evidence that would
be used to support the valuation placed on the assessment
roll or may be utilized as part of the Assessor’s review process
to make necessary adjustments where the taxpayer and
Assessor are in agreement. The taxpayer will still have the
opportunity to appeal to the Board of Review if they are not
satisfied with the results of the Assessor’s review process.

Organizational Meeting
» Monday, March 14, 9 AM

Contact the Office of the City Assessor

Board of Review Appointments
» Tuesday, March 15, 12 to 5 PM, 6 to 7:30 PM
» Wednesday, March 16, 12 to 5 PM, 6 to 7:30 PM
» Thursday, March 17, 9 AM to 12 PM, 1 to 4 PM

» Phone: 329-4433

Final Meeting to Finalize Roll
» Tuesday, March 29, 9 AM

Burn Awareness Week: February 6 - 12
The American Burn Awareness Association (ABA) Burn
Awareness Week is observed the first full week in February
and offers the opportunity for the Portage Department of
Public Safety – Fire Division to share burn awareness and
prevention messages with the community. The theme for the
2022 Burn Awareness Week is Burning Issues in the Kitchen.

According to the ABA, cooking is the number one cause
of home fires. A full 47% of all home fires are caused by
cooking. Review these prevention tips to keep your home
and loved ones safe from cooking fires.

» Email: assessingdept@portagemi.gov
» Mail: Portage City Hall
7900 South Westnedge Avenue
Portage, Michigan 49002

The City of Portage Board of Review can approve an
exemption from property taxes due to a resident’s
poverty income level. Current policies for this annual
property tax exemption requires an applicant to be
currently receiving the Principal Residence Exemption
and meet the poverty exemption guidelines. Federal
Household Income Guidelines have been used by the
Board of Review
City of Portage Income Guidelines
in previous years
Household Size*
Maximum Income
to determine
1 person
$15,456
the eligibility of
2 persons
$20,904
the applicant.
3 persons
$26,352
For 2022, the
4 persons
$31,800
5 persons
$37,248
Portage City
6 persons
$42,696
Council approved
7 persons
$48,144
increased income
8 persons
$53,592
guidelines as
* For households with more than 8 persons, add $5,448
shown to the left.
for each additional person.
An applicant’s income must be supported with proper
income documentation (such as federal and state income
tax returns for all persons residing in the principal
residence, including any property tax credit returns) or by
filing an affidavit for all persons residing in the residence
who were not required to file federal or state income tax
returns for the current or preceding tax year. Household
assets (a maximum of $25,000) are also considered and
must be reported on the application.
The Property Tax Poverty Exemption Application form is
available at the Office of the City Assessor or at
portagemi.gov/156. To ensure consideration at the
March Board of Review, completed applications and all
required documents must be submitted to the Office of
the City Assessor by March 1, 2022. Generally, the Board
of Review considers completed applications in relation
to the City of Portage income guidelines and household
assets, then determines by a simple majority vote
whether to grant an exemption. Applicants are not
required to appear before the Board of Review in
person. Exemptions granted to residents due to poverty
income levels are subject to audit by the Michigan
Department of Treasury. More information may be
obtained by contacting the Office of the City Assessor.

» 24-Hour Drop Box at City Hall

Cooking Fire Prevention
» The best time to cook is when you are wide awake and
not drowsy from medications or alcohol.
» Always wipe clean the stove, oven, exhaust fan to prevent
grease buildup.
» Wear short or close-fitting sleeves when cooking.
» Keep a pan lid and dry potholders or oven mitts near you
EVERY time you cook.
» Turn pot or pan handles toward the back of the stove.
» When heating food in the microwave, use microwave-safe
cookware that allows steam to escape.
» Allow food to rest before removing it from the microwave.
» When frying, use a pan lid or splash guard to prevent
grease splatter.
» Stay in the kitchen while you are frying, grilling, or broiling
food. If you leave, turn off the stove.
» If you are simmering, baking, roasting, or boiling food, check
it regularly. Remain in the home while food is cooking, and
use a timer to remind you to check on your cooking.

Looking for the Perfect Summer Job?

» After cooking, check the kitchen to make sure all burners
and other appliances are turned off.

If Your Food Catches Fire
» Cover the pan with its lid. A cookie sheet works too.
» Leave covered until the pan is cool. NEVER move the pot
or carry it outside – the pot is too hot to handle and the
contents may splash, causing a severe burn.
» Turn the heat off. With the lid on and the heat off, the
fire should quickly put itself out. NEVER use water to put
out a kitchen fire. Water will cause the oil to splatter and
spread the fire, or scald you as it vaporizes.
» If the fire is inside the oven or microwave, keep the door
shut and turn it off. Keep closed until the oven is cool.
» If the fire gets out of control, get out and stay out. Call
9-1-1. Don’t return inside for any reason.
During Burn Awareness Week, February 6 - 12, watch our
social media pages for cooking safety tips you can use in
your home.

@CityofPortageMI | @PortageMIPublicSafety
@PortageSeniorCenterMI | @PortageMarketMI

The City of Portage is an award-winning, recognized leader for its parks
and recreational facilities. We welcome you to become a part of our
Ramona Park Beach team this season and experience the quality of life
that attracts people throughout the State of Michigan.

@CityofPortageMI
@PDPSPortageMI

We are hiring Life Guards (Red Cross certification preferred), Seasonal
Recreation Attendants and Ramona Park Shift Supervisors. The summer
beach season runs mid-May through Labor Day. Hours and shifts vary
with 30-40 hours per week, including weekends and holidays.

FOLLOW US ON OUR
SOCIAL NETWORKS

@CityofPortageMI
@PortageMarket

View the online job posting at portagemi.gov/200 and submit an
application online or to the Department of Human Resources, City of
Portage, 7900 South Westnedge Avenue, Portage, MI 49002. Call the
Department of Human Resources for further information at 329-4533.

@CityofPortage

The City of Portage is an Equal Opportunity Employer

A Natural Place to Move

Do You Qualify for a 2022 Property Tax
Poverty Exemption?

portagemi.gov
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Portage Parks & Recreation Events, Camps & Classes
1,000 Acres. 18 Parks. One City.
To find out more and register online, visit mypark.portagemi.gov and click
the purple Recreation Activities & Facility Rentals button.

Recreation Activities
& Facility Rentals

Celebrate Black History Month

Portage Winter Blast Half Marathon, 10k and 5k

Black History Month is an annual celebration of achievements by African Americans and a
time for recognizing their central role in U.S. history. This year, the City of Portage will host
a special speaker, Shoshana Johnson, at the Air Zoo.

The 10th Annual Winter Blast Half Marathon, 10k and 5k, presented
in partnership by Kalamazoo Area Runners, Susan G. Komen and the
City of Portage will be held on Sunday, February 27, 2022. Runners and
spectators alike are invited to join in this extraordinary community
celebration of health and wellness. The courses highlight the Portage
trail system and include a mix of paved bike trails and roads.

Shoshana Johnson is a second generation Army Veteran. On
March 23, 2003, during Operation Iraqi Freedom, Shoshana was in
a convoy that was ambushed in the city of an-Nasiriyah. Wounded,
she and five fellow soldiers were captured and taken as prisoners
of war. U.S. Army officials identified Shoshana as the first female
POW of Operation Iraqi Freedom, and the first black female POW
in U.S. war history. Johnson’s awards and decorations include the
US Army Service Ribbon, Army Commendation Ribbon, National Defense Ribbon, Good
Conduct Medal, Bronze Star Medal, Purple Heart Medal, and the Prisoner of War Medal.
Don’t miss this special opportunity to hear Ms. Johnson’s amazing story of sacrifice,
service, and patriotism and learn about her book, I’m Still Standing. Enjoy the Air Zoo’s
featured exhibitions and a book signing after the presentation. Books will be available for
purchase (while supplies last).
» Saturday, February 5, 6 PM
» Air Zoo (6151 Portage Road)
» FREE (No registration required)

Rotating exhibitions that focus on local arts and history are
in the lobby at Portage City Hall throughout the year.
Ten Little Known Facts: To celebrate Black History Month,
discover some memorable moments and courageous stories
in history with this exhibit featuring interesting lesser known
events and people in American Black History.

Ranger Hikes
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Alligator Sanctuary Program

Winter Homes

Who’s getting cozy out in the woods? Discover where your
active winter animal neighbors hunker down and find out
who’s taking a winter nap.
» Sunday, February 13, 2 PM
» West Lake Nature Preserve (9001 South Westnedge Avenue)
» FREE (Registration required)

Junior Ranger Earn-A-Badge
Survival Badge
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» Thursday, February 17, 6 - 7 PM
» Schrier Park (850 West Osterhout Avenue)
» FREE (Registration required)

R

Be a Junior Ranger and get some help
earning your survival badge. A Junior
SURVIVAL
E
NI
Ranger may bring an adult to work on
OR RANG
specific badge activities. The program
includes supplies and is led by Portage Parks & Recreation
staff. Register by February 7. For more information about
the Junior Ranger Club visit portagemi.gov/725.

Mr.“C” of Critchlow Alligator Sanctuary will present live
reptiles including American Alligators, lizards, tortoises and
a snake. This program offers an engaging and up-close
experience that everyone can enjoy. Visitors can touch
and hold their favorite animal at the conclusion of the
presentation. Space is limited.
» Saturday, February 19, 10 AM (Doors open at 9:45 AM)
» Schrier Park (850 West Osterhout Avenue)
» FREE (Registration required)

Adult Softball Summer League
Organizational Meetings

Softball team managers (or other team representatives)
must attend this meeting, either in person or online. Gather
information on the registration process, rules highlights,
updates and more. New teams are welcome! Summer league
team registration be will open February 25 – March 25. The
late registration deadline for teams is April 1 with a $50 late fee.
» Tuesday, February 22
» 5:30 PM - Over 50 League Organizational Meeting
» 6:30 PM - Adult League Organizational Meeting
» Portage Senior Center (320 Library Lane)

» February 1 - 26
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» Sunday, February 27, 8 AM
» Loy Norrix High School (606 East Kilgore Road)
» See RunSignup website for registration fee details

KS

City Hall Exhibitions

For more information, to register or volunteer for this event please visit https://runsignup.com/
Race/MI/Kalamazoo/WinterBlastHalfMarathon10K5K

JU

Support Portage Parks &
Recreation with the Adopt-aCritter program through February
13. This program supports park
nature programs that help retain Portage as
A Natural Place to Move! For your
contribution of $35, you will receive a plush
bunny or brown owl to say “Owl Love You” for
Valentine’s Day, which will be packaged with
a certificate of adoption. These plush animals
make the perfect gift for those close to your heart. Call
Portage Parks & Recreation at 329-4522 or stop by the office
on the lower level of Portage City Hall for more information
and to pick up your critter, while supplies last.

Portage motorists are asked to be aware of intermittent road closures along the race route
and to watch for runners and spectators. All roads will re-open by 12 PM.

P

Adopt-a-Critter For Valentine’s Day

Celebrating the Portage trail system, all running events will start and end at Loy Norrix
High School, (606 East Kilgore Road). All event parking is available at Loy Norrix. Events
will begin with the half marathon at 8 AM, the 5k at 8:10 AM, followed by the 10k at
8:20 AM. After the race, enjoy refreshments, entertainment and award presentations.
Registration closes on February 24, 2022, at 11:59 PM.

» Visit

Call To Artists

Portage Parks and Recreation, announces the
5th Annual, Portage Community Art Award in
conjunction with the Kalamazoo Institute of Arts’
(KIA) annual West Michigan Area Show (WMAS). The
WMAS is a juried exhibition of the visual arts from community talent
spanning a 14 county region, ranging from paintings, prints and photos
to mosaics, ceramics, jewelry, sculpture, and mixed-media.
To be eligible for the City of Portage award of $1,000, the winning artist
must be a resident of Portage, Michigan and all artwork submitted
must reflect the city’s theme, A Natural Place to Move! The winning
artwork must be available for display in Portage City Hall Lobby for
one year beginning September 15, 2022. In addition, the winner must
have a minimum of 8 to 10 additional works of art of any medium for
an exhibition in Portage City Hall that will be open to the public from
September 16 to October 28, 2022. A private reception and unveiling
of the winning work of art along the accompanying exhibition will take
place on September 15, 2022.
Artists may submit entries per the guidelines at kiarts.org. The
submission deadline is April 3, 2022. The WMAS award
ceremony will be held in May (date to be announced) and
exhibited at the KIA from May 22 to September 4, 2022.
Please call Portage Parks & Recreation at 329-4522 with
any questions.

A Natural Place to Move

Portage Farmers Market Seeking
Vendors for 2022 Season
The Portage Farmers Market is accepting
applications for vendors for the 2022 season! The
market will run at Portage City Hall every Sunday
from May 8 to October 23, 2022, from 9 AM to 1 PM.
The Portage Farmers Market is proud to promote
local farmers, food producers, crafters, and artisans.
Participating vendors must meet all Federal, State
and local preparation, licensing, labeling, and
storage regulations and may only sell products that
are legal under federal and state law.
Vendor stalls measure 10’ by 10’ and each vendor
is required to provide a tent, table, signage/banner
and weights (at least 50 pounds per tent). The
market stall fee for the season is $325 or a daily rate
of $20.
Complete and submit an electronic vendor
application at farmersmarket.portagemi.gov. A
downloadable application can also be found here,
which can be mailed, emailed or hand-delivered to
the Portage Farmers Market Coordinator.

portagemi.gov/719 for online attendance information.

Contact the Portage Farmers Market
» Phone: 329-4522
» Email: farmmkt@portagemi.gov
» Mail: Portage City Hall
Parks & Recreation
7900 South Westnedge Avenue
Portage, Michigan 49002
» 24-Hour Drop Box at City Hall
Follow us on social media for additional market
updates. You can find the Portage Farmers Market on
Facebook @PortageMarketMI or Instagram @Portage Market.

PORTAGE

Farmers Market
Fresh. Rain or Shine.

portagemi.gov
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2021 Winter Property Taxes
Payments Due February 14
The 2021 winter tax bills for the City of Portage were mailed
to property owners on November 30, 2021. Payments are
due on Monday, February 14, 2022 by 5 PM.
Property owners who did not receive a winter tax bill are
asked to contact the Portage Treasury Office. Failure to
receive a tax bill does not relieve the property owner of the
responsibility for payment of the tax and applicable fees.
Online property tax information is updated daily and can be
found at portagemi.gov/154. Questions regarding tax bills may
be directed to the City of Portage Treasury Office at 329-4455.

Payment Options
USPS Mail: Mail your payment to the City of Portage,
7900 South Westnedge Avenue, Portage, MI 49002. Please
include your payment and the bottom portion of your tax

statement. Payment by check authorizes the city to convert
the check to an electronic funds transfer and your bank
account may be debited as soon as the same day the city
receives the check payment. To avoid a 3% late fee, mailed
payments must be postmarked by the USPS on or before
February 14, 2022. In all late-payment disputes, the Portage
Treasury Office will rely on the postmark applied by the
Postmaster (metered postmarks are not accepted).
Online or Phone Payments: Pay online or by phone using a
credit/debit card or an electronic check. Visit portagemi.gov
and select the Online Payments icon or call 1-844-943-3997.
Invoice Cloud, the city’s third-party vendor, charges a 3%
convenience fee when payment
is made with a debit/credit card
and a $2.50 fee for use of an
electronic check. If paying by
Online Payments
phone, an additional $0.75 fee is
charged along with the fees
Go paperless and pay your city
bills online.
listed above.

$

Drop Box: A 24-hour secure drop box is located at the
south “exit only” door at Portage City Hall (7900 South
Westnedge Avenue). Please include your payment and the
bottom portion of your tax statement. Payment by check
authorizes the city to convert the check to an electronic
funds transfer and your bank account may be debited as
soon as the same day the city receives the check payment.
Online Banking: Pay through your financial institution’s
online bill pay service. First, contact your bank to confirm that
they honor tax payments through their system. Please allow
1-2 weeks for delivery of your payment to the City of Portage.
In Person at City Hall: Visit the Treasury Office at Portage
City Hall (7900 South Westnedge Avenue). The Treasury
Office is open Monday through Friday from 8 AM to 5 PM.
All 2021 taxes that remain unpaid on March 1, 2022, will
be turned over to the Kalamazoo County Treasurer for
collection where additional fees will be added.

Did You Know?

Winter Readiness Guidebook

Winter Reminders

The City of Portage Offers a Senior Citizen
Water Discount

The City of Portage
issued a guidebook to
help residents prepare
for winter. The Winter
Readiness Guidebook
offers information about
snow plowing, on-street
parking, sidewalks, and
more. The guidebook provides answers to questions
that residents frequently ask during the winter.

As we enter the depths of winter, the city reminds
residents of on-street parking restrictions and
requirements to clear snow and ice from public sidewalks.

Customers 65 and older who are
billed for water services by the
City of Portage can apply for a
10% discount for the water
commodity and base quarterly
charges. The discount is available
on the customer’s primary residence only
where the customer is billed directly. Applications are
available at the Treasury Office in Portage City Hall, the
Portage Senior Center or at portagemi.gov/194.

The Winter Readiness Guidebook can be viewed online
at portagemi.gov/31.

» From November 1 through April 15 of each year, overnight
(2 - 6 AM) on-street parking is prohibited. This restriction
is in effect whether or not there is snow present.
» City Code requires property owners to clear all
sidewalks adjacent to their property of snow and ice
throughout the winter season. Property owners are
asked to clear snow away from fire hydrants adjacent to
their property, as well.
With your help, we can keep Portage neighborhoods
A Natural Place to Move! – even in winter!

YAC Winter Snow Party!
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Enjoy sledding and a snowman building contest.
Create, decorate and bring your own cardboard sled.
Build and dress up the fanciest snowman. Prizes will
be awarded for best in show for both contests as
well as the fastest cardboard sled. Cardboard sled
contests begins at 1 PM, with snowman building
immediately following. Warm up by a bonfire with
refreshments available for purchase. The event is
hosted by the Portage Youth Advisory Committee.
All ages are welcome.

City of Portage

Youth
Advisory
Committee

» Saturday, February 5, 12 - 3 PM
» Oakland Drive Park (7650 Oakland Drive)
» FREE (No registration required)

POSTAL CUSTOMER

Portage City Council

The City Manager

Televised City Meetings

Portage City Council meetings are held twice
a month on Tuesdays at 7 PM at Portage City
Hall (7900 South Westnedge Avenue) in Council
Chambers and are always open to the public.

The City Manager is responsible for the day-to-day operations of the
city. Citizens are encouraged to contact the City Manager with concerns
or complaints about city services by visiting reportit.portagemi.gov or by
calling Complaint Resolution at 329-4404.

City Council, Planning Commission and Zoning Board of
Appeals meetings can be viewed live on Charter channel
995 and AT&T channel 99. All meetings can be viewed via
live streaming at portagemi.gov/205.

February 2021
3
8
14
17
22
Mayor Patricia M. Randall
(269) 993-2311
patricia.randall@portagemi.gov

Mayor Pro Tem Jim Pearson
(269) 303-5459
councilmemberjp@portagemi.gov

Lisa Brayton
(269) 910-1113
lisa.brayton@portagemi.gov

Chris Burns
(708) 710-3102
chris.burns@portagemi.gov

7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM

Planning Commission Meeting
City Council Meeting
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
Planning Commission Meeting
City Council Meeting

The Portager
The Portager is the official publication of the City of Portage,
used to inform residents of city services and events, as well
as city projects that have significance to Portage citizens.
The newsletter is published monthly and delivered to every
mailbox in the 49002 and 49024 zip codes.

Lori Knapp
(269) 324-0178
lori.knapp@portagemi.gov

Vic Ledbetter
(269) 330-6404
vic.ledbetter@portagemi.gov

Terry R. Urban
(269) 323-8160
terry.urban@portagemi.gov

Adam Herringa, Acting City Manager
(269) 329-4400
herringa@portagemi.gov

This month’s front and back cover photo features the
Fishing Pier at Lakeview Park on Austin Lake.
PORTAGER Editor
Mary Beth Block | blockm@portagemi.gov

A Natural Place to Move
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