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A Message From Mayor
Patricia M. Randall

So let’s focus on light.
Light plays a central role in holiday traditions that are
centuries old and is celebrated in many forms. It can come
from a twinkling Christmas tree or the candles flickering on a
Jewish Menorah. A woman wearing white and a headdress
with candles. Or maybe it’s the Kinara and seven lit candles.
All capped by brilliant fireworks illuminating the sky on New
Year’s Eve.

Few months present as many multicultural
holidays as December – Christmas,
Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, Santa Lucia, and New Year’s Eve, to
highlight a few. December holidays brighten winter days
around the world.
All the holidays are rich in tradition, some faith-based
and others not. All are steeped in centuries of customs,
including special food, music, light, and gifting. Since
food can be ethnically influenced, not all palates
appreciate the same tastes (think fermented herring).
Music and dance reflect the histories of the peoples and
regions. Gift-giving can encompass the sharing of one’s
time, talent, or treasures. This divide is too hard to bridge
as the inequities are vast (think from the Little Drummer
Boy to a trip to the moon).

Light has been important to the human experience since the
beginning of time. We’ve clung to it as a matter of survival.
We are drawn to it whenever darkness falls. Like the rising of
the sun each morning, we believe that light offers hope. Light
makes everything clearer. The proverbial “light at the end of
the tunnel” guides us all. Even in death, reports of “seeing the
light” are common and seem to define the moment of passage.

2021-2023 City Council Seated

The 2021-2023 Portage City Council was seated during the
November 16, 2021, City Council meeting, at which time the
Council selected Jim Pearson to serve as Mayor Pro Tem. By
Charter, the Mayor is the presiding officer of the Council and
the Mayor Pro Tem performs the duties of the Mayor in her
absence.

As we enter December and the entire Northern Hemisphere
enters its darkest month, we should focus on light. Whether
it is getting outside during the day or enjoying holiday

In the City of Portage, an election is held every two years to
choose its Mayor and City Council. The Mayor is elected for
a term of two years, while the six Councilmember seats are
four-year terms, with the election of three Councilmembers
every two years.

The City Council meets twice a month at Portage City Hall
and the public is always encouraged to attend. The City
Council acts as the legislative and policymaking body of the
city, while the City Manager is responsible for the day-to-day
operations of the city. Citizens are encouraged to contact
the City Administration with concerns about city services by
visiting reportit.portagemi.gov or by calling Complaint
Resolution at 329-4404.

The 2021 City General Election was held on November 2.
Mayor Patricia M. Randall, who ran unopposed, was
re-elected to her third two-year term. Also running
unopposed, Councilmembers Vic Ledbetter and Terry
Urban, as well as citizen Lisa Brayton, were all elected to
four-year City Council terms. Councilmember Lori Knapp
was also reelected and will fulfill the partial two-year term
vacated by former Councilmember Richard Ford.

traditions involving decorated trees and lit candles, we
should embrace it all.
Of course, no amount of lovingly prepared food, joyful
music, holiday decorations, or expensive gifts fills your soul
like serving as the light for someone else. Here are a few of
my suggestions that would brighten anyone’s day:
» Adopt a family to cover utilities and water bills.
» Take food to a local food pantry: Twelve Baskets, Valley
Family Church Friday Groceries, Chapel Hill United
Methodist Church Pantry, Loaves and Fishes.
» Donate gently used winter clothing: Goodwill, Portage
Community Center, Discover Shop.
» Ring a bell for the Salvation Army where all donations stay
local.
May we all embrace the brightness of this holiday season
and choose to share our glow with those around us.
– Patricia Randall
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Holiday Shopping Traffic Tips
and Alternate Routes
The holiday shopping season is in full swing in and
around the South Westnedge Avenue Commercial
Corridor. The area offers The Crossroads, the
Southland Shopping Center, many specialty
shops for unique gifts, and large department and
discount stores to fit every shopping need.
Shoppers can ease the typical holiday stress by
shopping early and using alternate routes to and
from this busy area. Peak traffic usually occurs in
December on Fridays and Saturdays.

The Ice Rink at Millennium Park
Returns for 2021-2022 Winter Season!

December 2* - December 15 & January 3 - March 6

After a one-year hiatus during the COVID-19 pandemic,
the Ice Rink at Millennium Park will open on Thursday,
December 2* for the 2021-2022 winter season. The Ice
Rink at Millennium Park is a large outdoor refrigerated rink
featuring skate rentals, skate sharpening, snack concessions,
restrooms, lockers, and a smooth skating surface.

Saturday & Sunday .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 - 9 PM

Several special events are scheduled at the rink throughout the
season, including the WMU Skating Club Holiday Program on
December 11 (see details to the right). Special event details can
be found in the Parks & Recreation 2021-2022 Fall & Winter
Programs & Events brochure at mypark.portagemi.gov.
» Call 324-9200 for current ice rink conditions.
» Ice resurfacing occurs from 3:30 - 4:30 PM on weekends
and daily from December 18 - January 2.
*Weather and equipment start-up permitting.
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Monday - Wednesday .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Closed
Thursday & Friday .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3 - 9 PM

Winter School Holidays: December 16 - January 2
Daily .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 - 9 PM
December 24 & January 1 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 12 - 5 PM
Christmas Day .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Closed

With a recent increase in traffic volume on
South Westnedge Avenue, motorists will notice
increased travel times for both southbound and
northbound traffic through the holiday season.
Motorists are encouraged to use the Holiday
Shopping Alternate Routes shown on the map to
the left to reach the South Westnedge Avenue
Commercial Corridor and other local shopping
destinations.
Be patient, shop early, take advantage of Holiday
Shopping Alternate Routes, and shop during
off-peak traffic times to reduce holiday stress and
enhance your holiday shopping experience.

WMU Skating Club Holiday Program
Kick off the skating season with the Western Michigan
University (WMU) Skating Club at the Ice Rink at Millennium
Park. This holiday-themed group program is sure to get you
in the holiday spirit! The WMU Skating Club is a nationally
competitive club, made-up of student-athletes from all over
the country.
» Saturday, December 11, 12 - 1 PM*
» FREE (No registration required)

Rates
Open Skating .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$5
Skate Rental .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$3
Skate Sharpening  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $5
Skate Card (Expires March 6, 2022) . . . . . . . . . . .$30
Ten punches, each good for one:
» Open Skate
» Skate Rental
» Skate Sharpening
portagemi.gov
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Winter Reminders
December is often the start of the snowy season in
Michigan, coating roadways and neighborhood sidewalks
and blocking access to fire hydrants and bus stops. The
City of Portage encourages Portage residents to be mindful
of on-street parking restrictions and requirements to clear
snow and ice from public sidewalks.

park on the street if at all possible. This ensures that city
snow removal equipment can complete the snow clearing
process as rapidly and effectively as possible.

property. Should there be a fire nearby, it is imperative that
firefighters have clear access to fire hydrants so that fire hoses
can be immediately attached and used to fight the fire.

Assist Your Fellow Portager – Clear Snow and
Ice from Sidewalks, Fire Hydrants and Bus Stops

Bus Stops

Assistance from businesses, residents and property owners
is appreciated to keep key public areas free of snow and ice
accumulation during the winter months.

Sidewalks

Overnight On-Street Parking Restrictions
The City of Portage parking ordinance is in effect from
November 1 through April 15 of each year. The ordinance
(Chapter 78-2 Parking) prohibits parking of vehicles on the
street from 2 to 6 AM. This restriction is in effect whether
or not there is snow present. The City of Portage also
recommends that in times outside the hours of 2 to 6 AM
when snow is present, residents make every effort to not

Public sidewalks adjacent to all types of property (residential,
commercial, etc.) provide safe routes to schools, bus stops
and other important destinations. City Code requires all
sidewalks to be cleared of snow and ice throughout the
winter season. To ensure sidewalks are accessible, a minimum
clearance width of three feet is
appropriate. Special attention
to sidewalks adjacent to street
corners is necessary to ensure
snow banks do not obstruct
access to and from the sidewalk.

The Portage Fire Division
requests that property owners
clear snow away from any fire
hydrants on or adjacent to their

Curbside Collection Program Changes Coming

The City of Portage offers brush collection on a quarterly
basis. The January collection will begin in Zone 1 the week
of January 3. In addition to brush, city crews will collect
whole Christmas trees (free of tinsel and ornaments).

The Department of Public Works is planning changes to
the Curbside Brush Collection Program and the Spring
Cleanup Program (collection of unwanted household items)
to better align with seasonal weather conditions. The
spring collection of brush and bagged leaves will occur in
May, rather than April. This change will allow extra time
for residents to perform yard clean-up tasks after the
snow melts. The change will result in the Spring Cleanup
Program being conducted from March 28 through April 29.
Complete details will be published in the March Portager.
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Questions about collection programs can be directed to the
Department of Public Works at 329-4444.
Note: Curbside collection programs are not performed for commercial establishments,
churches or schools. Collection takes place on private streets only when every property owner
has signed an indemnification form. Contact the Department of Public Works at 329-4444
regarding collection on private streets. When using the Oakland Drive Compost Facility, be
prepared to show proof of residency (drivers license).

Kalamazoo County ID Mobile Unit
at Portage Holiday Market
The Kalamazoo County ID Mobile Unit will be at the Portage
Holiday Market on Saturday, December 11 from 10 AM to
2 PM at the Portage Senior Center (320 Library Lane).
The Kalamazoo County Identification Card is a photo
identification (ID) available to Kalamazoo County
residents ages 11 and older. The Kalamazoo County ID
is intended to recognize all Kalamazoo County residents
and enable them to connect with public safety, civic,
and community services.
Without a form of identification, a person is not
recognized as a member of the community and not
afforded the same opportunities as other community
members. Having a form of credible identification
enables people to become fully participating members
of the community.
In order to receive an ID card, individuals must show
proof of identity and proof of residency in Kalamazoo
County. For complete details regarding identity and
residency requirements and eligibility criteria visit
kalcounty.com/clerk/id.
The cost is $10 for a new or renewal card and $3 to
replace a lost, stolen, or destroyed card. Acceptable
payment methods include cash, check, and debit/credit
card. Scholarships are also available through Kalamazoo
County. Questions? Call 384-8307.

Holiday Fire Safety Tips From the
Public Safety Fire Division
The holiday season can be a time for making memories with
family and friends. It can also be a season of fire danger if
you’re not careful. Safety is key to creating happy moments
during the holidays.
» Christmas trees can pose a significant fire risk. When
using an artificial tree, ensure that it is fire resistant. With
a live tree, cut off the bottom two inches of the trunk
once you get it home. This exposes fresh wood, which
encourages more water absorbency. Water your live tree
frequently and remove it from your home if it is dry.
» Holiday lights should be used as directed. Use indoor
lights indoors and outdoor lights outdoors. Check light
strings for broken or cracked sockets, exposed wires, or
loose connections. Never nail, tack, or stress wiring and
keep plugs off the ground and away from snow or water.
» Keep poisonous plants, such as mistletoe, holly berries,
Jerusalem cherry and amaryllis, away from children and
pets.

A Natural Place to Move

» According to the National Fire Protection Association,
one-third of home decoration fires are caused by candles,
and two of every five are a result of decorations being
placed too close to a heat
source. To reduce this
risk, keep decorations a
safe distance from candles
and fireplaces and place
candles where they cannot
be knocked or blown
over. Never leave burning
candles unattended.
» Keep lighters and matches
out of the reach of children.
» Never burn decorations or wrapping paper in a fireplace.
Inspect your fireplace and chimney yearly for buildup,
obstruction, damage or structural issues.
» Before you leave the house or go to bed, turn off all
holiday lights and decorations and extinguish candles
and fireplaces.
The Portage Department of Pubic Safety – Fire Division
wishes you a happy and SAFE holiday season!
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The compost facility is located at 10905 Oakland Drive, just
south of West Osterhout Avenue. Please follow instructions
from city staff.
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Brush & Leaf Drop-Off Days at the
Oakland Drive Compost Facility
Portage residential property owners can drop off brush,
leaves and whole Christmas trees at the Oakland Drive
Compost Facility on the following dates:

Kilgore Road

We know that it can be challenging to keep up with
winter maintenance; however, good property stewardship
is appreciated by the City of Portage, as well as your
neighbors. If you become aware of a neighbor who might
need assistance with property maintenance this winter, lend
a hand if you are able.

Fire Hydrants

January Curbside Brush Collection

To ensure the collection of materials, residents are reminded
to place brush and Christmas trees at the curb by 7 AM on
the Monday of the designated collection week. Each street
will be cleared one time and each zone will be cleared
within its designated week. Crews will not return to pick up
items placed out late. If snowfall occurs, residents are asked
to clear the snow from materials to ensure crews are able to
find items for collection.

Property owners are also requested to help with keeping
bus stops clear of snow and ice. Assistance in these areas
helps public transit and school bus stop users to safely enter
and exit buses at bus stops.

CLERK / REGISTER OF DEEDS

MOBILE UNIT EVENT

Portage Holiday Market
320 Library Lane, Portage, MI 49002

How do I get my County ID?
To receive an ID card, you must be able to show proof of
residence in Kalamazoo County and provide proof of identity.
See eligibility criteria at www.kalcounty.com/clerk/id

What can I do with my County ID?
Pick up prescriptions from the pharmacy.
Present additional identity credentials to the State.
Prove your identity when using credit cards.
Cash checks at participating financial institutions.

Questions? Call 269-384-8307

COST IS $10
Scholarship funds
available
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Portage Parks & Recreation Events, Camps & Classes
1,000 Acres. 18 Parks. One City.
To find out more and register online, visit mypark.portagemi.gov and click
the purple Recreation Activities & Facility Rentals button.

Traditional Holiday & Tree Lighting Celebration
Don’t miss out on this festive event
that begins at the City Centre
Mayor’s Tree with caroling and a
tree lighting ceremony. Follow
a horse-drawn wagon carrying
Santa and Mrs. Claus to Celery
Flats. Complimentary desserts
will be available and the Portage
Community Center will offer seasonal beverages. Bring nonperishable food and clothing donations to benefit the Portage
Community Center. Parking is available at the Celery Flats
Historical Area, the Portage Senior Center and Portage City Hall.
» Saturday, December 4, 6 PM
» The City Centre and the Celery Flats Historical Area
» FREE
Traditional Holiday Continues!
Walk through the holiday lights at Celery Flats and Veteran’s
Memorial Park with your family and friends during Traditional
Holiday, now through January 2. Stroll along the Holiday Card
and Tree Walk, Reindeer Lane, and the North Pole Trail. Then
visit the North Pole Pavilion to take family photos in Santa’s
lighted sleigh while dropping your letters in Santa’s mailbox.
End your evening skating at the Ice Rink at Millennium Park
where a crystal snowman and deer overlook the ice.
» Now through January 2
» The City Centre and the Celery Flats Historical Area
» FREE

Ranger Hike

Ice Rink at Millennium Park Special Events
280 Romence Road

Ugly Sweater Party
Come dressed in your ugliest holiday sweater and skate
along to your favorite holiday tunes at the ice rink.
» Friday, December 17, 7 - 9 PM
» $5 Open Skate | $3 Skate Rental (No registration required)
Santa Skate
Join us for an afternoon of fun on the ice with Jolly Old Saint
Nick! Enjoy holiday music and skating with the Big Man
himself. Bring your cameras for this fantastic holiday photo
op with family and friends!
» Saturday, December 18, 1 - 3 PM
» $5 Open Skate | $3 Skate Rental (No registration required)
New Year’s Eve Skate
Get ready to ring in 2022 with an exciting night at the rink!
Spend New Year’s Eve skating to upbeat music by a local
DJ, party lighting after dark and a special countdown at 7
PM to coincide with New Year’s at the Royal Observatory
in Greenwich, U.K. This is a great opportunity for teens
and families to celebrate the New Year in a fun and safe
environment.
» Friday, December 31, 5 - 9 PM
» $5 Open Skate | $3 Skate Rental (No registration required)

City Hall Exhibition
Rotating exhibitions that focus on local arts and history are
displayed in the Portage City Hall lobby throughout the year.

Winter Solstice & Candlelight Vigil

Winter Holidays Around the World

Prepare for the Winter Solstice by letting the silent winter
night take over your senses. Give thanks and reflect on the
year’s memories with a candlelight vigil at the end of the hike.

Many winter holidays are celebrated around the world. See
how different cultures and countries celebrate to bring
families together, and to honor and create traditions. The
exhibitions are free to the public and are open Monday
through Friday from 8 AM to 5 PM.

» Tuesday, December 14, 6 PM
» Schrier Park (850 Osterhout Avenue)
» FREE (Registration required)

Junior Ranger Earn-A-Badge Workshop
History Badge

Are you a Junior Ranger? Bring an adult to this workshop
and work earning your History badge. The workshop
includes supplies and is led by Portage Parks & Recreation
staff. For more information about the Junior Ranger
program visit www.portagemi.gov/725
» Thursday, December 16, 6 - 7 PM
» Schrier Park (850 West Osterhout Avenue)
» FREE (Registration required by December 14)

» December 3 - 30 (M-F), 8 AM to 5 PM
» Portage City Hall (7900 South Westnedge Avenue)
» FREE (No registration required)

Kingpins Drumline
The Kingpins Drumline provides special needs students with
a drumming program specifically tailored for performers
of different abilities. Drumming provides a thrilling outlet
for fun performances, where the unique capabilities of
each participant are encouraged. Students learn to listen,
follow suggestions and how to work together in a four-week
session, culminating with a showcase! This program is lead

Recreation Activities
& Facility Rentals

by the Crystal Lake Strikers. With over 14 years of drum
instruction experience, the award-winning trio supports
and educates students with different backgrounds and
experience levels. All equipment is provided and the class
has a maximum of 20 students.
» Tuesdays, January 4, 11, 18 & 25, 6 PM
» Schrier Park (850 West Osterhout)
» $40 per person (Registration required)

Portage Holiday Market
The Portage Holiday Market offers unique items made
special by local farmers, artisans and crafters. The market
will include traditional holiday favorites like baked goods,
hand-crafted items, gourmet products, art and more. Find
the perfect one-of-a-kind gift or stocking stuffers for your
friends and loved ones.
» Saturday, December 11, 10 AM - 2 PM
» Portage Senior Center (320 Library Lane)
» FREE

Portage Winter Blast Half Marathon, 10k & 5k
The 10th Annual Winter Blast Half Marathon, 10k
& 5k, presented in partnership by Kalamazoo
Area Runners, Susan G. Komen Michigan and
the City of Portage, will be held on Sunday,
February 27, 2022. Runners and spectators alike
are invited to join in this extraordinary community celebration
of health and wellness. The courses highlight the Portage trail
system and include a mix of paved bike trails and roads. For
complete details, to register or to volunteer, visit
runsignup.com/Race/MI/Kalamazoo/WinterBlastHalfMarathon10K5K
» Sunday, February 27, 8 AM
» Loy Norrix High School (606 East Kilgore Road)

Heritage, Lineage, Ancestry, Genealogy - Oh MY!
How many times have you wondered about your
family history? Where did my ancestors come from
and what did they do? Was Great Grandpa a farmer,
politician, explorer, builder or merchant? If you are
intrigued to learn your family’s history, join a member
of the Kalamazoo Valley Genealogical Society (KVGS) and discover resources to build and grow your family tree. If you have
deep roots in the Portage area, we are interested in hearing
more about your ancestry and its imprint on Portage! This class
requires participants to complete work in between classes.
» Tuesdays, January 4, 11, 18 & 25, 6:30 - 8 PM
» VIRTUAL - Via Zoom
» $20 per person (Registration required)

Portage Senior Center Events, Activities & Classes
Find us at 320 Library Lane. |

mypsc.portagemi.gov | Questions? Call 329-4555.

Explore More. Have Fun. Live Well.
Experience a vital, vibrant community offering a wide variety of services and activities that match the needs of active older
adults. Membership at the PSC is open to anyone over the age of 50. Portage residency is not required. All events are held
at the Portage Senior Center unless otherwise noted. All programming is subject to change due to COVID-19 restrictions.

Coffee with a Cop: Winter Safety

Medicare/Medicaid Assistance Program (MMAP)

Portage Police Officer Jessica Smith will provide tips and
information about winter safety. Coffee provided. Space is
limited, please call 329-4555 to reserve your spot.

The Medicare/Medicaid Assistance Program helps seniors
and caregivers make informed decisions about healthcare
and prescription benefits on the second Monday of every
month. Information about Medicare/Medicaid regulations
and insurance products will be available. MMAP counselors
are not connected with any insurance company, nor are they
licensed to sell insurance. Their purpose is to serve you
objectively and confidentially. Call 329-4555 to register for a
45-minute, one-on-one appointment. Looking for MMAP
assistance prior to the end of Open Enrollment? Call the
state hot line at 1-800-803-7174 or visit mmapinc.org.

» Tuesday, December 7, 10 – 11:30 AM
» FREE

Fitness Class Sampler
Spend the afternoon learning about fitness programs
offered at the Portage Senior Center. Come for one or more
of the sessions (see schedule below) to get a taste of what
each class entails. Meet the instructors and sign up for the
fitness series starting after the New Year.
2:00 PM
2:10 PM
2:30 PM
2:50 PM

Intro
Yoga | Christine
Body Rebound | Deb
Barre | Shelia

3:10 PM
3:30 PM
3:50 PM
4:15 PM

» Tuesday, December 7, 2 – 4:30 PM
» FREE

A Natural Place to Move

Chair Yoga | Melissa
Enhance Fitness | Shelia
Barre | Melissa
Dismiss

» December 13, 1 - 4:45 PM
» Virtual via Zoom or by phone
» FREE

New Member Meet & Eat - Free

Sponsored by Heritage Community of Kalamazoo
If you have recently joined Portage Senior Center or are

portagemi.gov

considering joining, then the New Member Meet & Eat is
for you. Let us get to know you better and introduce you
to the PSC and the variety of programs and events that are
planned throughout the year. Enjoy a complimentary light
breakfast and an informative presentation.
» Tuesday, December 14, 9 - 10 AM
» FREE

Alzheimer’s Support Group

Sponsored by the Alzheimer’s Association
This drop-in support group is a safe place to offer and
receive helpful tips, and meet others coping with
Alzheimer’s or another dementia. Special guest, Andrew
from TimeSlips, will present helpful information and offer
free caregiver kits. TimeSlips is an organization that helps
caregivers and families connect with those living with
dementia in a creative and meaningful way. More
information can be found at timeslips.org.
» Tuesday, December 14, 6 - 7 PM
» FREE and open to the public
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2021 Winter Tax Bills Mailed
The 2021 winter tax bills were mailed to City of
Portage property owners on November 30. Payment
is due by Monday, February 14, 2022, at 5 PM.
Property owners who do not receive a winter tax
bill by December 8, 2021, are asked to contact the
Portage Treasury Office. Failure to receive a tax bill
does not relieve the property owner of the
responsibility for payment of the tax and applicable
fees. Property tax information is updated daily and
can be found at portagemi.gov/154.

Payment Options
USPS Mail: Mail your payment to the City of
Portage, 7900 South Westnedge Avenue, Portage,
MI 49002. Please include your payment and the
bottom portion of your tax statement. Payment
by check authorizes the city to convert the check
to an electronic funds transfer and your bank
account may be debited as soon as the same day
the city receives the check payment. To avoid a
3% late fee, mailed payments must be postmarked
by the USPS on or before February 14, 2022. In
all late-payment disputes, the Portage Treasury
Office will rely on the postmark applied by the
Postmaster (metered postmarks are not accepted).
Online or Phone Payments: Pay online or by
phone using a credit/debit card or an electronic
check. Visit portagemi.gov and select the Online
Payments icon or call
1-844-943-3997.
Invoice Cloud, the
city’s third-party
vendor, charges a 3%
Online Payments
convenience fee
Go paperless and pay your city
when payment is
bills online.

$

Renew Your Dog’s License Online

made with a debit/credit card and a $2.50 fee for
use of an electronic check. If paying by phone, an
additional $0.75 fee is charged along with the fees
listed above.

Kalamazoo County Animal Services and
Enforcement (KCASE) and the City of Portage
encourage you to purchase or renew your
2022 dog license(s) online. Visit
ase.kalcounty.com to update your contact
information, upload proof of sterilization and
updated rabies certificates, add a photo of
your dog and provide payment, all without
leaving the house.

Drop Box: A 24-hour secure drop box is located
at the south “exit only” door at Portage City Hall
(7900 South Westnedge Avenue). Please include
your payment and the bottom portion of your
tax statement. Payment by check authorizes the
city to convert the check to an electronic funds
transfer and your bank account may be debited as
soon as the same day the city receives the check
payment.

As a convenience to Kalamazoo County dog owners, the City of Portage
will continue to sell dog licenses at the Treasury Office at Portage City
Hall (7900 South Westnedge Avenue). City of Portage staff only facilitate
the sale of dog licenses and cannot answer questions about the licenses.
Please call KCASE at 383-8775 with any questions regarding dog licenses.

Online Banking: Pay through your financial
institution’s online bill pay service. First, contact
your bank to confirm that they honor tax payments
through their system. Please allow 1-2 weeks for
delivery of your payment to the City of Portage.

The fees for licenses, set by KCASE, are $15 for spayed/neutered dogs or
dogs less than a year old and $45 for dogs that are not spayed/neutered.
» To purchase a renewal license, bring your preprinted renewal form
issued by KCASE and a current rabies vaccination certificate if it shows
expired on the renewal form.
» To purchase a new license, bring a current rabies vaccination certificate
and proof of spaying/neutering from your veterinarian.

In Person at City Hall: Visit the Treasury Office
located at Portage City Hall (7900 South Westnedge
Avenue). The Treasury Office is open Monday
through Friday from 8 AM to 5 PM except for the
following dates when City Hall will be closed:
»
»
»
»

A receipt of vaccination is not valid proof of rabies vaccination.

Friday, December 24
Monday, December 27
Friday, December 31
Monday, January 17

When purchasing a license at the Treasury Office, payment can be made in
the form of cash, check made payable to the City of Portage, or credit/
debit card. Payment by check authorizes the city to convert the check to an
electronic funds transfer and your bank account may be debited as soon as
the same day the city receives the check payment. Invoice Cloud, the city’s
third-party vendor, charges a 3% convenience fee (minimum fee of $1.95)
when payment is made with a debit/credit card.

All 2021 taxes that remain unpaid on March 1,
2022, will be turned over to the Kalamazoo County
Treasurer for collection where additional fees will
be added.

The Treasury Office is open Monday through Friday from 8 AM to 5 PM
except for the following dates when City Hall will be closed:

Questions regarding tax bills may be directed to
the City of Portage Treasury Office at 329-4455.
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»
»
»
»

Friday, December 24
Monday, December 27
Friday, December 31
Monday, January 17

Portage City Hall and all other
non-emergency city offices will
be closed on the following dates:

Christmas
» Friday, December 24
» Monday, December 27

ECRWSS

New Year’s
» Friday, December 31
In the event of a police, fire or medical
emergency, please dial 9-1-1.

POSTAL CUSTOMER

Portage City Council

The City Manager

Televised City Meetings

Portage City Council meetings are held twice
a month on Tuesdays at 7 PM at Portage City
Hall (7900 South Westnedge Avenue) in Council
Chambers and are always open to the public.

The City Manager is responsible for the day-to-day operations of the
city. Citizens are encouraged to contact the City Manager with concerns
or complaints about city services by visiting reportit.portagemi.gov or by
calling Complaint Resolution at 329-4404.

City Council, Planning Commission and Zoning Board of
Appeals meetings can be viewed live on Charter channel
995 and AT&T channel 99. All meetings can be viewed via
live streaming at portagemi.gov/205.

December 2021
2
7
13
16
21
Mayor Patricia M. Randall
(269) 993-2311
patricia.randall@portagemi.gov

Mayor Pro Tem Jim Pearson
(269) 303-5459
councilmemberjp@portagemi.gov

Lisa Brayton
(269) 910-1113
lisa.brayton@portagemi.gov

Chris Burns
(708) 710-3102
chris.burns@portagemi.gov

7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM

Planning Commission Meeting
City Council Meeting
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
Planning Commission Meeting
City Council Meeting

The Portager
The Portager is the official publication of the City of Portage,
used to inform residents of city services and events, as well
as city projects that have significance to Portage citizens.
The newsletter is published monthly and delivered to every
mailbox in the 49002 and 49024 zip codes.

Lori Knapp
(269) 324-0178
lori.knapp@portagemi.gov

Vic Ledbetter
(269) 330-6404
vic.ledbetter@portagemi.gov

Terry R. Urban
(269) 323-8160
terry.urban@portagemi.gov

Adam Herringa, Acting City Manager
(269) 329-4400
herringa@portagemi.gov

This month’s front and back cover photo features the
Hayloft Theatre at the Celery Flats Historical Area.
PORTAGER Editor
Mary Beth Block | blockm@portagemi.gov

A Natural Place to Move
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