OCTOBER 2021

A Message From Mayor
Patricia M. Randall
Once again, the sun has set on our summer.
I make the most of the longer days, but with
its spectacular panorama of colorful landscapes and cooler
temperatures, autumn has become my favorite season. As
the daylight diminishes, I enjoy how our homes light up
from within.
Portage has launched a “Hate Has No Home Here” campaign
to demonstrate your City Council’s commitment to
continually improving our community. A simple, short – yet
powerful – video has been circulated on social media. You

can view it on the city website at portagemi.gov. I
encourage everyone to watch it, but, more importantly, to
live it. To find some small way you can make a positive
impact on someone’s day.
My favorite commercial as of late is one entitled, “The Power
of a Smile.” The ad features a visually-impaired boy who
boards his bus to school and takes the empty seat next to
a young girl. It appears to be the first day of school with
the normal excitement of other children serving as the
backdrop. He smiles in her direction and she smiles back.
They exchange their names. He is Caleb and she is Grace.
It is not by chance that great marketing minds named her
Grace, I am certain.

who qualify in Kalamazoo County.

Emergency Rental and Utility Assistance
Available to Portage Residents in Need
Kalamazoo County has received emergency aid totaling
$17 million as part of the COVID Emergency Rental
Assistance (CERA) program administered by the Michigan
State Housing Development Authority and Housing
Resources, Inc. This emergency aid can be used for rent
and utilities, including electricity, natural gas, water, sewer,
internet, and trash (if billed with another utility) for renters

City Installs Electric Vehicle
Charging Station at City Hall
The City of Portage recently installed the first
municipally operated electric vehicle (EV) charging
station in the city. The new ChargePoint Level 2 EV
charging station is located in the upper level of the
Portage City Hall parking lot at 7900 South Westnedge
Avenue. The station, which is available for use by
the public, utilizes a standard J1772 connector and
offers dual ports capable of charging two vehicles
simultaneously. Consumers Energy awarded the City of
Portage $5,000 to aid in the purchase and installation of
the station.

Qualifying applicants can receive 10 to 12 months of
rent support (up to 150% of federal Fair Housing Rent)
depending on household income, including up to three
months for future rent. Applicants can also apply for an
additional three months of rent support to ensure stable
housing. One-time utility assistance ranges from $1,500
to $2,500, including $300 to $500 for future payment,
depending on household size. A one-time stipend of $300 is
available for internet costs.

– Patricia M. Randall

indirectly to the coronavirus outbreak; and demonstrate,
with a past-due utility or rent notice, that they are at risk of
experiencing homelessness or housing instability.
An eligible applicant must also be living in a rental unit; be
able to document past-due rent and utilities after March 13,
2020; have experienced an eligible COVID-19 hardship since
March 13, 2020; and have a written lease agreement in the
tenant’s name. (Verbal leases may qualify but will require
additional documentation.) Renters, as well as landlords,
can apply.
Portage residents can call Housing
Resources, Inc. at 382-0287 to start
the process. An online application
process is also available at
housingresourcesinc.org.

Making Sense of Utility Services
Do you know who to call for water and sewer services? Cable
services? Electricity and gas services? There are five basic
home utilities and services: water and sewer, natural gas,
electricity, cable and internet, and trash collection. The City
of Portage provides water and sewer services. All other utility
services are provided by private utility/service companies.

Water and Sewer Services
The City of Portage provides water and sewer services to
the majority of properties in the City of Portage connected
to city utilities. (Water services to a small number of
properties in the northern portion of the city are provided
by the City of Kalamazoo.)

Cable and Internet
» AT&T: 800-288-2020
» Spectrum: 877-842-2493

» To connect to or request maintenance for city water and
sewer services, call 329-4422, Monday through Friday,
8 AM to 5 PM.

» Xfinity: 800-XFINITY (800-934-6489)

» For water and sewer emergencies, call 324-9235, 24/7.

Several private waste haulers provide garbage and yard
waste removal services in Portage.

» To set up gas and electricity for your property, call
800-477-5050.
» To report a downed power line, CALL 911.
» To report or check the status of a power outage, visit
consumersenergy.com/outages/outage-center.
» To report a streetlight outage, visit
streetlights.consumersenergy.com.
Midwest Energy & Communications (MEC) provides
electrical services to a limited area within the City of Portage.
» To set up electricity for your property, call 800-492-5989.
» To report a downed power line, CALL 911.
» To report or check the status of a power outage, visit
teammidwest.com.
» To report a streetlight outage, call 800-492-5989

facebook.com/CityofPortageMI

Trash Collection
» Best Way Disposal: 800-950-5519

Consumers Energy provides gas & electrical services to the
majority of properties in the City of Portage.

A Natural Place to Move

Accolades to the parents of both children; Caleb’s for their
having the trust required to place their child – despite his
challenges – in the public arena. Solo. And to the parents
of the young girl for raising a child with the courage to
embrace and celebrate differences. Grace offers hope and
optimism – a winning combination, to be sure.

Eligible individuals must have a household income under
80% of the area median income for their household size;
qualify for unemployment benefits or have experienced a
reduction in household income, incurred significant costs,
or experienced other financial hardship due directly or

Natural Gas and Electricity

Portage is committed to working towards the reduction
of Co2 emissions and reliance on fossil fuels. As a leader
in promoting the advancement of electric vehicles and
charging infrastructure, the city plans to install two
additional charging stations at the new Charles & Lynn
Zhang Portage Community Senior Center.

The name “Grace” is of Latin origin and was first used
as a reference to the phrase, “God’s Grace.” The name’s
meaning also includes “goodness and generosity.” In Greek
mythology, “beauty and joy.” Regardless, the young girl
Grace is my hero in this commercial.

portagemi.gov

» Republic Services: 888-249-5112
» Waste Management Services: 866-716-5333

Other Helpful Numbers
» To report an issue with traffic and pedestrian signals in the
City of Portage, visit ReportIt.portagemi.gov or call 329-4422.
» To report an issue with traffic signals at highway exit/
entrance ramps, call the Michigan Department of
Transportation at 375-8900.
» To report an issue with traffic and pedestrian signals on
South 12th Street and South Sprinkle Road, call the Road
Commission of Kalamazoo County at 381-3171.
» To request the marking of the location of buried utilities
on your property before you dig, call MISS DIG at 811.
» City of Kalamazoo Water Department: 337-8149
» City of Kalamazoo Traffic Signals: 337-8601
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Fire Prevention Week

“It’s important to learn the different sounds of smoke and
carbon monoxide alarms. When an alarm makes noise – a
beeping sound or a chirping sound – you must take action,”
said Captain Graham. “Make sure everyone in your home
understands the sounds of alarms and how to respond.
To learn the sounds of your specific smoke and carbon
monoxide alarms, review the manufacturer’s instructions.”

Learn the Sounds of Fire
Safety
The Portage Department of Public
Safety – Fire Division is teaming up
with the National Fire Protection Association® (NFPA) for
Fire Prevention Week, October 3 - 9. Fire safety education
isn’t just for school children; fires pose a risk for everyone.
Every member of the community should take some time
every October during Fire Prevention Week to gain an
understanding of how to stay safe in case of a fire.

The Fire Division shares five simple safety tips to help
you “Learn the Sounds of Fire Safety.”
1. A continuous set of three loud beeps – beep, beep, beep
– means smoke or fire. Get out, call 9-1-1, and stay out.
2. A single chirp every 30 to 60 seconds means the battery is
low and must be changed.

The theme of Fire Prevention Week 2021 is “Learn the Sounds of
Fire Safety.” Do you know the different sounds that smoke and
carbon monoxide alarms make? Knowing what to do when an
alarm sounds will increase the chances that you and your family
stay safe. When an alarm makes noises – a beeping sound or a
chirping sound – you must take action. In a fire, mere seconds
can mean the difference between a safe escape and a tragedy.

3. Replace smoke alarms after ten years.
4. If chirping continues after the battery has been replaced,
the alarm is at the end of its life and must be replaced.
5. Make sure your smoke and carbon monoxide alarms meet
the needs of all your family members, including those
with sensory or physical disabilities.

Fire Prevention Week Open House
The Portage Fire Division will host a Fire Prevention Open
House to promote the 2021 Fire Prevention Week campaign,
“Learn the Sounds of Fire Safety.” The event will include
fire prevention puppet shows, hand-outs, and fire safety
education. Come visit with firefighters, and checkout fire
gear, fire trucks, and police vehicles.
» Saturday, October 2, 10:30 AM - 12:30 PM
» Fire Station No. 1 (7830 Shaver Road)
The Portage Fire Division will also present fire prevention
puppet shows at several schools in the community during
October.
To learn more about Fire Prevention Week programs and
activities in the City of Portage, contact the Portage Fire
Division at 329-4487. For more information about Fire
Prevention Week and fire prevention in general, visit
fpw.org.

Quarterly Curbside Brush Collection

The October Quarterly Curbside Brush Collection program is underway. Brush collection
began in the first neighborhood zone on Monday, September 27. The collection of brush
occurs only once in each neighborhood zone. The schedule below
shows the week that
Romence Road
each neighborhood zone collection begins.

October 18

Some water discoloration will occur during the flushing process. Residents are urged to
check for discoloration prior to using water for laundry or cleaning during this period of
flushing. Even though water may be somewhat discolored, it is safe to drink.
During the flushing process, large quantities of water are discharged from the hydrants.
Motorists are urged to watch for vehicles and workers engaged in this work and reduce speeds
accordingly. Please call Suez Environmental at 324-9235 with any questions or concerns.

Election for City Council & Transit Proposal
The Office of the City Clerk is preparing for
the election to be held on November 2, 2021.
The ballot will include the two-year Mayoral
term, three four-year City Council terms, a
partial two-year City Council term, and a Metro
Transit proposal. Visit the Michigan Voter Information Center at
michigan.gov/vote to access your voter account and view your
sample ballot.
Absentee Voting
Absent voter ballots can be obtained between now and the
Monday before the election by submitting a completed absent

City of Portage
Compost Facility
10905 Oakland Drive
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Osterhout Avenue

The annual Fall Leaf Collection Program
will begin on Monday, October 25 in
Zone 1. Complete program details and a
collection map were provided to residents
in the September Portager newsletter.
Visit portagemi.gov/282 to review program
details and use the handy Address Locator
Tool to view your three collection dates.

The Fall Leaf Collection Program includes the collection of leaves along public streets
in each zone. Leaf collection will occur three times in each zone or until prohibited
by weather. ONLY loose leaves or leaves bagged in biodegradable paper bags will be
collected.
There is NO burn period in Portage. Burning of leaves is not permitted at any time.

All collection programs may be affected by inclement weather. To receive schedule change
notifications, follow us on Facebook at CityofPortageMI and register for NotifyMe at
portagemi.gov/list.aspx (subscribe to the News & Events Category).
These programs are not performed for commercial establishments, churches, or schools
or on private streets (unless every property owner on a private street has signed an
indemnification form). Questions concerning any of these collection programs can be
addressed by calling the Department of Public Works at 329-4444.

voter ballot application. The applications to vote are available at
portagemi.gov/229 and michigan.gov/vote, or by contacting the
Office of the City Clerk at 329-4511, Monday through Friday, 8 AM
to 5 PM. You can also visit the Office of the City Clerk on Saturday,
October 30 from 8 AM to 4 PM. Absentee voting applications and
ballots can also be placed in any of the three secure drop boxes
at City Hall – next to the front door, in the parking lot, or the
Night Drop Box.
Precinct Information
For this election, the City of Portage has 14 voting
locations.  Where you vote depends on where you live. All
precinct locations will be open. If you are unsure of your polling
location, visit michigan.gov/vote or contact the Office of the
City Clerk at 329-4511. Polls will be open from 7 AM to 8 PM on
Election Day.

RECYCLE
not TRASH
WE COLLECT:
BATTERIES,
BULBS,
MERCURY,
& MORE!

Visit: kalcounty.com/hhw
Call: 373-5211 | Email: hhwcenter@kalcounty.com
For detailed materials accepted and FREE recycling participation areas.

HOURS: Tues. & Fri. 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. | Wed. 12 p.m. - 6 p.m.
2nd Sat. 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. (closed in Aug. & Sept. on Sat.)
1301 Lamont Ave. - Next to Fairgrounds

2020_HHW_Portager_Sept.indd 1

A Natural Place to Move

Oakland Drive

Sugar
Loaf
Lake

Bacon A

ave
r

12th Street

ad

PORTAGEMI.GOV/282

The map indicates dates hydrant flushing will take place in each area of the city. Most
hydrants will be flushed between the hours of 11 PM on the date indicated and 7:30 AM
the following date to avoid high-traffic hours. This is a tentative schedule; it may be
necessary for this work to be performed outside an assigned day or area to provide the
best possible results.
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City General Election – November 2
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The City of Portage Compost Facility, located at 10905
Oakland Drive, will be open from 8 AM - 1 PM on Saturday,
October 24. Residents can drop off brush for no additional
fee. Proof of residency (driver’s license) is required to
participate in drop-off day.
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portagemi.gov/280 to view
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Zone 1 - Northwest Quadrant Monday, September 27
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Kilgore Road / City Limits

October 12

West Milham Avenue

Constitution Boulevard

The City of Portage utility contractor, Suez Environmental, will conduct fire hydrant
flushing beginning the evening of Sunday, October 10 through October 21. Hydrant
flushing helps to improve water quality by removing sediment that accumulates in
the water system and provides the opportunity to test the proper operation of the fire
hydrants and the water pumping system.

Oakland Drive

Fall Collection Reminders
12th Street

Portage Hydrant Flushing Schedule for Fall 2021

South Westnedge Avenue

Kilgore Road

facebook.com/CityofPortageMI

portagemi.gov

8/3/20 8:06 PM

PORTAGER Newsletter | OCTOBER 2021

Portage Parks & Recreation Events, Camps & Classes
1,000 Acres. 18 Parks. One City.
To find out more and register online, visit mypark.portagemi.gov and click
the purple Recreation Activities & Facility Rentals button.

Ranger Hikes

Monster Mash

Dirt & Dead Things

Portage Parks & Recreation is set to host
Monster Mash at Ramona Park! This
event includes trick-or-treating, a ride
through a spooky trail, and a drive-instyle movie in the park featuring Hocus
Pocus! Parking for the movie will begin
at 6 PM and will be first-come, firstserved; the movie will begin at dusk.

Dive into the world of decomposition during the spooky
season! Explore the forest floor through log rolling to learn
more about this critical life process.
» Sunday, October 10, 2 PM
» West Lake Nature Preserve (9001 South Westnedge
Avenue)
» FREE (Registration required)

Kingpins Drumline
The Kingpins Drumline provides special needs students with
a drumming program specifically tailored for performers of
different abilities. Drumming provides a thrilling outlet for fun
performances, where the unique capabilities of each participant
are encouraged. Students learn to listen, follow suggestions,
and how to work together. Two different opportunities are
offered. All equipment is provided for both classes. Only
20 students are allowed per class. Classes are taught by the
Crystal Lake Strikers. With over 14 years of drum instruction
experience, the award-winning trio supports and educates
students with different backgrounds and experience levels.
Drumline Try It!
This is a one-time session for students to get a taste of the
program. Caregivers are encouraged to join the experience.
Register by October 7.
» Tuesday, October 12, 6 PM
» Schrier Park (850 West Osterhout)
» $10 per person (Registration required)

throughout history across many cultures and is known for
using the most of just a few ingredients.
» Wednesday, November 3, 6 PM
» Stuart Manor (7340 Garden Lane)
» $30 per person/per class (Registration required)

Painting in the Park

No registration is required, but dressing up is strongly
encouraged! Make sure to arrive early as parking is limited.
New this year! Bring your new or gently used coats, hats,
cloves, scarves or other winter apparel. Donations will
benefit local human service agencies . Drop your donations
in the bins located at the Portage Parks & Recreation table.
» Saturday, October 30, 3 - 7 PM, Movie begins at 7 PM
» Ramona Park (8600 South Sprinkle Road)
» FREE (No registration required)

Holiday Card & Tree Walk at Celery Flats
Area groups, clubs, families, and organizations create seasonal
“cards” and decorate trees to create the Holiday Card & Tree
Walk along walkways in the Celery Flats Historical Area.

A six-week session of drumming with a showcase at the
end! Counselors will guide students through each lesson.
Register by December 23.
» Tuesdays, January 4 - February 8, 6 PM
» Schrier Park (850 West Osterhout)
» $10 per person (Registration required)

Holiday trees decorated by local businesses and
organizations add to the festive atmosphere of the Celery
Flats Historical Area.

Junior Ranger Earn-A-Badge Workshops

Contact Portage Parks & Recreation by November 1 at 329-4522
for more information and to reserve a tree (while supplies last).
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The Junior Ranger Club is a fun way to become more
involved with the Portage Parks and earn skill badges and
an official Junior Ranger shield as a wildlife steward. Earn
eight different activity badges in Arts, Endurance, Health,
History, Nature, Science, Service, and Survival.

OR RANG

To learn more about the Junior Ranger Program,
visit portagemi.gov/725 or email the Portage
Rangers at JrRangerClub@portagemi.gov.

Arts Badge Workshop
Need a little help finishing your Jr. Ranger Arts badge?
Junior Rangers may bring an adult and together, work on
badge activities. Space is limited, so do not wait to register!

» Deliver Holiday Cards to the Office of Public Works
(7719 South Westnedge Avenue) by November 8 at 4 PM.
» Reserve your tree by November 1 at 4 PM. Trees must be
decorated between November 20 - 30.
» Celery Flats Historical Area (7335 Garden Lane)
» FREE

Portage Culinary Academy
The Portage Culinary Academy offers monthly cooking classes
at Stuart Manor. Whether you are a novice or an experienced
cook, the Portage Culinary Academy has something for you.
These classes have limited space and fill up quickly.

» October 21, 6 - 7 PM
» Schrier Park (850 W. Osterhout Avenue)
» FREE (Registration required)

Christmas Soup - Chef Chauncey Brinn
Get warmed-up for the holiday season with Chef Chauncey
Brinn from the Captain Cook food truck. This special soup
is traditionally served at large family gatherings and is seen

Experience Fall as the Portage
Farmers Market Season Ends

with your hot coffee and donuts in
hand, remember that every dollar spent
goes to a local farmer, artisan, or vendor.

As we enter the final month of the Portage Farmers Market,
we express our gratitude to our growing community of
patrons, vendors, volunteers, and staff for their continued
support throughout the season. The Portage Farmers Market
is successful because of your support. We couldn’t do it
without you!

In addition, vendors offer grocery
staples such as locally-raised, natural
Fresh. Rain or Shine.
meats, bread, seasonal produce, and
cheese. If you are looking for a quick
bite to eat for lunch our hot-and-ready
food vendors have you covered! The
Portage Farmers Market features a variety of ready-to-eat
options ranging from tamales to salads, to hot dogs and
local BBQ.

The month of October brings in the fresh, autumn feel for
which we have all been waiting. Pumpkins, apple cider,
flavored popcorn, granola, and caramel apples are all on the
menu. Find home decor items like pumpkin, pecan, and pie
scented candles, handmade soaps, and fiber arts products
such as mittens and gloves. As you walk through the market

A Natural Place to Move

Let your creative side shine with Painting in the Park! An
instructor from Wine & Canvas of Portage will guide you
during this painting session. Light
refreshments will be provided; bring
a beverage of your choice. The
class registration fee includes all
the supplies to create a beautiful
masterpiece to take home with you
that night. Register by November 4
(no on-site registration).
Lake Michigan in Fall

» Thursday, November 11, 6 - 9 PM
» Schrier Park (850 West Osterhout Avenue)
» $45 per person/class (Registration required)

I Love Portage Essay Contest!

Holiday Cards should depict a winter, non-denominational,
holiday theme, painted on a 4’ x 8’ sheet of plywood;
minimum ½ inch thick, painted white on the backside and
able to withstand outdoor weather conditions. The cards
will be installed in an upright (vertical) position. Cards can
be picked up after January 7, 2021. Any cards remaining
after January 24 may be disposed of by the city.

Kingpins Drumline Full Session

Recreation Activities
& Facility Rentals

PORTAGE

Farmers Market

We are also continuing to build a stronger food-secure
community by offering food assistance programs such as
SNAP, Double-UP Food Bucks, WIC, Senior Project Fresh and
Eat Smart, Live Strong.

facebook.com/CityofPortageMI
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Students! Do you have a passion for Portage? Tell us about
it! Mayor Randall and the City Council may select you to “flip
the switch” to light the thousands of holiday lights in the
Portage City Centre on December 4.
Submit a one-page essay about why you love Portage – your
favorite places to go or fun things you love to do in Portage
– and what makes Portage A Natural Place to Move!
Entries should include your name, mailing address, phone
number (so that we can contact you should your essay be
selected), grade in school, and school name. The entry
deadline is Friday, November 19. City Council will read all of
the submitted essays and determine the winner (or winners!)
The winning author(s) will have the opportunity to participate
in kicking off the holiday festivities at the 2021 Traditional
Holiday & Tree Lighting Celebration on December 4 at 6 pm.
Submit entries by US Mail or deliver to:
I Love Portage Essay Contest
City of Portage
7900 South Westnedge Avenue
Portage, MI 49002
You may also email your essay to: thomasm@portagemi.gov

The Ice Rink at Millennium Park Returns for
2021-2022 Winter Season!
After a hiatus year due to COVID-19, the Ice Rink at
Millennium Park will open on Thursday, December 2, with
the season running through March 6 (weather permitting).
The large outdoor refrigerated rink features skate rentals,
skate sharpening, snack concessions, restrooms, lockers, and
an excellent skating surface. The 2021-2022 season will
feature fun special events including Friday Theme Nights,
holiday-themed nights, and ice skating lessons. For
complete details, view the Parks & Recreation Fall and
Winter Program brochure at mypark.portagemi.gov.

The market continues to encourage
social distancing and provides a handwashing station and hand sanitizer for
staff, vendor, and patron use. Masks
are optional for vaccinated patrons per
MDHHS. Guidelines will continue to be
updated based on MDHHS orders.
The final day of the Portage Farmers
Market will be held on October 24. The
Portage Farmers Market is Fresh, Rain or Shine every Sunday
from 10 AM – 2 PM at the Portage City Hall parking lot (7900
South Westnedge Avenue). For more information about the
Portage Farmers Market, please email farmmkt@portagemi.gov
or call 329-4522. Follow us on Facebook (PortageMarketMI)
or Instagram (PortageMarket) for updates about the
Portage Farmers Market.
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Portage Senior Center Events, Activities & Classes
Find us at 320 Library Lane. |

mypsc.portagemi.gov | Questions? Call 329-4555.

Explore More. Have Fun. Live Well.
Experience a vital, vibrant community offering a wide variety of services and activities that match the needs of active
older adults. Membership at the PSC is open to anyone over the age of 50. Portage residency is not required. All events
are held at the Portage Senior Center unless otherwise noted.

Construction at the Portage District Library
Impacts Access to PSC Parking
The parking lot entrance off of Library Lane is closed. The
Portage Senior Center is only accessible via the Currier Drive
entrance. Please drive through the parking lot with caution
and watch for individuals engaged in this work.

Veteran’s Services Navigator
Meet with a representative from the Kalamazoo County
Veterans Service Office for assistance with:
» Navigating the VA Healthcare System
» Obtaining transportation to and from the VA in Battle Creek
» Finding emergency financial assistance, working with SCCS,
DHHS, and the Kalamazoo County Veterans Service Office
» Filing for benefit assistance
Who is eligible?
» A veteran of any branch of the Armed Forces who have
served honorably – DD-214 required
» A veteran’s dependent
» An active duty service member
» A member of the Reserves or National Guard
» A surviving spouse or child of a deceased veteran

Veterans Group
Are you or someone you know a veteran or a veteran’s
spouse who may enjoy getting together with other
veterans? The Portage Senior Center Veterans Group meets
on the second Thursday of every month from 12 to 2 PM.
Mark your calendars and join the group for fellowship,
lunch, discussion, and guest speakers. Veterans and spouses
of veterans of all ages are welcome. Portage residency
and PSC membership are not required. To plan for lunch
quantities, RSVP no later than October 7.
» Thursday, October 14, 12 – 2 PM
» FREE

Ruth Ann Meyer Scholarship Fund
The Portage Senior Center is fortunate to offer the Ruth
Ann Meyer Scholarship Fund through the Friends of the
PSC for membership or programming fees. Members of
the PSC or community at large with financial hardship are
can contact Manager Kim Phillips or Program Coordinator
Julie VanderNoot at 329-4555 for additional information
regarding scholarships. All information is kept confidential.

Portage Senior Center to Host “Curbside”
Holiday Collection Event for Local Agencies
The Portage Senior Center is partnering with two local
human services agencies to support their holiday efforts.
Help us collect donations for the Portage Community
Center Holiday Food Basket Program and the Kalamazoo
County Area Agency on Aging Holiday Gift Baskets
Simply drive up to the drop-off location at the Portage
Senior Center and volunteers will accept your donation
directly from your vehicle. You can also drop off donations
inside the PSC starting October 1, Monday through Friday,
from 8 AM – 5 PM. The deadline for all donations is Friday,
October 29.
Visit

mypsc.portagemi.gov to view a list of requested items.

Giving to those who otherwise would not receive any gifts
during the holiday season is one of the greatest gifts one
could give. The past year has been unbelievably challenging
for so many, and we greatly appreciate your partnership and
your support.
» Friday, October 22, 10 AM – 2 PM

No appointment is necessary; drop-ins are welcome.
» Thursday, October 14, 9 – 11 AM
» FREE
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Portage City Council

The City Manager

Televised City Meetings

Portage City Council meetings are held twice
a month on Tuesdays at 7 PM at Portage City
Hall (7900 South Westnedge Avenue) in Council
Chambers and are always open to the public.

The City Manager is responsible for the day-to-day operations of the
city. Citizens are encouraged to contact the City Manager with
concerns or complaints about city services by calling Complaint
Resolution at 329-4404 or by visiting reportit.portagemi.gov.

City Council, Planning Commission and Zoning Board of
Appeals meetings can be viewed live on Charter channel
995 and AT&T channel 99. All meetings can be viewed via
live streaming at portagemi.gov/205.
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Mayor Patricia M. Randall
(269) 993-2311
patricia.randall@portagemi.gov

Mayor Pro Tem Jim Pearson
(269) 303-5459
councilmemberjp@portagemi.gov

Chris Burns
(708) 710-3102
chris.burns@portagemi.gov

Lori Knapp
(269) 324-0178
lori.knapp@portagemi.gov

7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM

City Council Meeting
Planning Commission Meeting
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
City Council Meeting
Planning Commission Meeting

The Portager
The Portager is the official publication of the City of Portage,
used to inform residents of city services and events, as well
as city projects that have significance to Portage citizens.
The newsletter is published monthly and delivered to every
mailbox in the 49002 and 49024 zip codes.

Vic Ledbetter
(269) 330-6404
vic.ledbetter@portagemi.gov

Claudette Reid
(269) 491-9725
claudette.reid@portagemi.gov

Terry R. Urban
(269) 323-8160
terry.urban@portagemi.gov

Adam D. Herringa, Acting City Manager
(269) 329-4400
herringa@portagemi.gov

This month’s front and back cover photo features
Lakeview Park. (Photo credit: Lily Brendlinger)
PORTAGER Editor
Mary Beth Block | blockm@portagemi.gov

A Natural Place to Move
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