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A Message From Mayor
Patricia M. Randall
“Branding” is a marketing practice in which
an entity creates a name, symbol, and/or
slogan to easily identify and distinguish itself from others.
An effective brand will clarify the priorities and values of
the product or organization it represents. Portage’s brand
is based around the slogan A Natural Place to Move! Four
symbols representing Nature, Running, Swimming and Biking
accompany our slogan. Current and past City Councils have
established and reinforced our brand by choosing to focus on
“quality of life” themes. A shortlist includes the continuous
improvement of our 18 parks, access to clean water for
recreation, and a commitment to safe options for biking. I will
focus on the commitment to biking in our community.
May is “National Bike Month” and the City of Portage will be
participating. The traditional Kalamazoo Area Bike week runs
from May 8-15. The purpose of this event is to celebrate the
many joys and health benefits of biking. This is also time to
promote education and safety to both bicyclists and motorists.

From the Desk of City
Manager Joe La Margo
Some Michiganders joke that we have only
two seasons – winter and construction.
In Portage, though, detour signs point to progress. Safe,
quality roads make a critical contribution to the economic
development and growth of a city and also bring about
important social benefits.
First-rate roads are important to business owners. When a
business is interested in expanding or locating in Portage,
having good infrastructure is a great selling point. Keeping
roads in a superior condition also stimulates the local
economy by providing work for local contractors.
A well-maintained, upgraded road network provides

Over four decades ago, the Portage City Engineer just
happened to be a biking enthusiast. He believed biking
offered both physical and mental health benefits, as well as,
a viable alternative mode of transportation to both school
and work. At that time, the city began acquiring easements
along power lines, railroad routes, and farmland with an eye
towards establishing a series of interconnected bike trails in
the future. Thanks to that foresight, Portage has 23.6 miles of
bike trails and 41 miles of streets with dedicated bike lanes.
In recent years the city has added bike racks in every park and
in front of City Hall. We also have four air stations along our
bike routes. This year, we are adding a bike repair station at
the Osterhout entrance to the Eliason Nature Reserve, donated
by the Kalamazoo Bicycle Club and the family of Jeremy Smith.
The soaring popularity of biking here in our community
tracks with national trends. So do our efforts to improve
public safety. In 2016 the City Council adopted the “Give
‘Em Five” ordinance amendment addressing the need for
maintaining a five-foot berth to safely pass a bicyclist. In
2015 City Council adopted a “Complete Streets Policy”
Resolution, which established minimum provisions for safe,

residents with access to jobs, schools, stores, and recreation,
as well as social and health services. Furthermore,
better roads lead to savings in the way of travel time, gas
consumption, and traffic accidents.
We realize that motorists and residents may be disrupted
and inconvenienced during major construction projects by
detours, local road closures, dust, noise, heavy equipment
traffic, and increased traffic on surrounding roads. When
projects are complete, however, the benefits include
reduction of costly vehicle repairs caused by inferior roads,
the number or severity of accidents, and congestion during
peak travel times.
The article below details projects that are underway or planned
for the 2021 Construction season in Portage. The list includes
one City of Portage project, and two major projects being
conducted by the Michigan Department of Transportation and

2021 Construction Season
Major Street & Utility Reconstruction Projects
The City of Portage maintains 72 miles of major streets, 52 traffic
signal installations and 41 miles of on-street bike lanes, as well
as 257 miles of water main, 238 miles of sanitary sewer and 210
miles of storm sewer. Ensuring that improvements to both roads
and utility infrastructure is a fundamental public service and core
responsibility of local government. This year, the City of Portage
will conduct only one major construction project:
East Milham Avenue, South Westnedge Avenue to Portage Road
Replacement of water main, storm sewer improvements, traffic
signal improvements, barrier free access at all sidewalk crossings
including tactile warning surfaces, pavement milling and asphalt
resurfacing. A single lane in both directions is expected to remain
open throughout the duration of the project. The expected
construction period is April through August. Landscaping and
restoration will be complete in October 2021.
We know that construction projects can be frustrating. The City of
Portage works hard to ensure construction projects are completed
in a timely manner and with as little disruption as possible for
residents, businesses and motorists. As with all construction
projects occurring in or near public roadways, motorists are asked to
pay special attention in the work zones. Please use caution around
the construction workers and remember to Give ‘em a Break.

Two additional major road projects conducted by outside
agencies will affect Portage residents, businesses and
motorists this summer.
I-94, Lovers Lane to South Sprinkle Road
On April 13, the Michigan Department of Transportation
(MDOT) began a two-year project to widen I-94 from four
to six lanes from Lovers Lane to Sprinkle Road. The Portage
Road interchange will be rebuilt with a new alignment
known as a single-point urban interchange (SPUI), similar to
the I-94/Westnedge Avenue interchange. The project also
includes rebuilding four bridges and one culvert, traffic
signal upgrades, new signs, freeway lighting, and noise
barrier installation. This year, two lanes will be maintained
in each direction on westbound I-94 while the eastbound
lanes are rebuilt. Crews will suspend work in midNovember for the winter and resume in spring 2022. The
project is expected to be complete in November 2022.

non-motorized travel whenever a road is reconstructed.
Basically, this means that sidewalks and bike lanes will be
added, when practical and where space allows.
I encourage you to explore the free local activities offered
during Kalamazoo Area Bike Week offered by “Bike Friendly
Kalamazoo” and the cities of Portage and Kalamazoo.
Participate in a group ride on the Kal-Haven Trail, attend
a repair clinic and learn how to change a tire, or join the
Mayor’s (Bicycle) Ride. Support our local bike shops and
get fitted for a helmet. Learn about proper lighting for your
bike. Or, simply, dust off your bike and ride our trail system.
Choose to rediscover the joy of biking!
I am an avid road cyclist. I appreciate the view and the
beauty that surrounds us, as I pedal my bike. My thoughts
often linger on the Irish blessing, “May the road rise up to
meet you. May the wind always be at your back. May the
sun shine warm upon your face...”
Be safe and enjoy the ride, Portage! I look forward to seeing
you on the trails!
– Patricia M. Randall

the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County.
Residents, businesses and motorists can view project
updates at portagemi.gov/295. Subscribe to real-time
updates about the East Milham Avenue Reconstruction
project by signing up for Notify Me®. Visit portagemi.gov
and select the Notify Me button from the home page. Sign
up (or sign in) with your email address and subscribe to the
2021 East Milham Avenue Reconstruction category. Users
can elect to receive email and/or text messages.
On behalf of city employees who work hard to keep Portage
roads in good condition, I thank you for your patience
during this “construction season.” Please be careful when
driving in all construction zones and watch for workers
engaged in these activities.
– Joe La Margo

Intermittent ramp and local road closures will be necessary,
with posted detours during the project. For current
closure and detour details, visit michigan.gov/drive. To
receive automated project updates via email, visit
michigan.gov/mdot. It’s free to subscribe, and updates are
sent right to your email.
South Sprinkle Road, East Milham Avenue to N Avenue
This Road Commission of Kalamazoo County (RCKC)
project includes culvert work, pavement milling and
asphalt resurfacing. A single lane in both directions
is expected to remain open for the duration of the
project. The expected construction period is May
through October. Motorists can stay up to date on the
construction by signing up for RCKC Connect at
kalamazoocountyroads.com. Select the Notify Me button
and sign up (or sign in) with your email address.
Subscribe to the Sprinkle Road Construction category.

City of Portage
East Milham Avenue, South Westnedge Avenue to Portage Road
Michigan Department of Transportation
I-94, Lovers Lane to South Sprinkle Road
Road Commission of Kalamazoo County
South Sprinkle Road, East Milham Avenue to N Avenue

For more information, please call the Portage Department of
Transportation & Utilities at 329-4422 or visit portagemi.gov/295 to
see the latest in project updates. Subscribe to real-time updates by
signing up for Notify Me®. Visit portagemi.gov and select the Notify
Me button from the home page. Sign up (or sign in) with your email
address and subscribe to the 2021 East Milham Avenue Reconstruction
category. Users can elect to receive email and/or text messages.
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Lake Center District Corridor &
Placemaking Study
Public Open House Planned on
Saturday, May 15 at Lakeview Park
The Lake Center District is an important area within our City.
The rarity of not one, but two lakefronts, presents unique
needs and opportunities as the community grows. The Lake
Center District runs along Portage Road between Osterhout
Avenue and East Centre Avenue. A proactive plan for the
future of the Lake Center District will benefit the community,
property owners and area businesses, and create a vibrant,
beautiful and safe destination.
In early 2020, the city enlisted Farr Associates, a planning
firm that specializes in urban, mixed-use, pedestrian-friendly
developments, to help reimagine the Lake Center District as an
attractive, multimodal corridor. The city assembled a Steering
Committee comprised of area business owners, developers and

Consumers Energy Project on
Northwest
Portage Bikeway
Throughout the year,
Consumers Energy performs
tree clearing and trimming
across the city to ensure safe,
reliable service to customers.
The below message from Consumers Energy highlights an
upcoming project along the Northwest Portage Bikeway and
includes Consumers Energy project contacts who can answer
questions and address concerns.
In early May, Consumers Energy will perform tree clearing and
trimming along the Northwest Portage Bikeway near Haverhill
Park. This work will be done to ensure safe, reliable service
and is necessary to upgrade and improve electric reliability
to our customers. The work will take place in Consumers
Energy owned right-of-way. The work may involve clearing
and trimming of trees identified with blue paint markings, as
well as installation and/or removal of poles and wires. The
tree work will begin in early May with work on the poles and
wires to follow. In total, the work will last approximately five
months. Our work is weather-dependent, and we appreciate
your patience and support in completing this project safely.
Intermittent trail closures may be required. If you have
questions or concerns, contact Sam Chansler (Consumers
Energy Forestry Operations) at (517) 788-0919 or Scott Heigesen
(Consumers Energy Construction Supervisor) at (269) 337-2443.

May is National Bike Month
Did you know that the City of Portage
has been a Bronze Level Bicycle Friendly
Community for the past four years? The
League of American Bicyclists set out to create
bicycle friendly communities across the nation and created
the program to provide communities a road map to improve
conditions for bicycling. With their guidance the City of
Portage vision for a better, bikeable community is becoming
a reality. Be a part of this vision by participating in safe
cycling guidelines:

Being a Safe Cyclist
Protect Your Head, Wear a Helmet. Make sure it fits correctly
and meets U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
standards. Look for the certification label inside the helmet.
Stand Out, Be Seen. Wear light-colored or reflective clothing.
Stay Alert, Avoid Road Hazards. Watch for potholes, cracks,
railroad tracks, drainage grates, and obstacles in your path.
Check Your Bike. Be sure your brakes work and tires are

Portage Farmers Market

6th Season Starts Mother’s Day!
The Portage Farmers Market is back for its 6th season on
Sunday, May 9 from 10 AM – 2 PM. Local vendor offerings
will include fresh produce, meat, eggs, fruits, baked goods,
flowers, crafts, gifts, and more!
When at the market, please remember to wear a face covering
(ages 2 and up) and practice social distancing. Ask a Park
Ranger or market staff for a mask if you require one. The
market continues to provide staff, vendors and patrons with
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local residents to help guide the city and consultant through
the planning process.
During 2020 and 2021, the Lake Center District Steering
Committee met multiple times to review the study, provided
local knowledge, and guidance on the direction of the plan
recommendations. Following their final review, the Steering
Committee expressed unanimous support of the draft plan.
The City Council held a Committee of the Whole meeting
on April 27, where Farr Associates presented the final draft
study and plan recommendations to the Council. The
Council did not make any decisions concerning the plan at

This graphic depicts how the city gathered public input to help shape the Lake Center District
Corridor & Placemaking Study.

this meeting.

On Saturday, May 15 from 12 - 3 PM, the city will hold an open
house at Lakeview Park, in the heart of the Lake Center District.
City staff and Steering Committee members will be on-site
where interested individuals can view display boards and
study details, ask questions and provide public feedback.

portagemi.gov/721. The public comment period is open
from April 28 - May 16, 2021. The City Council will then
consider adoption of the Lake Center District Corridor &
Placemaking Study at a date yet to be determined. Watch
for details in the Portager, on the city website and on
Facebook.

View the draft final study and submit comments at

Recreational Fires in Portage
It is that time of year again when we like to be outside
enjoying the weather – perhaps around a campfire. The
Portage Department of Public Safety – Fire Division
reminds residents a recreational fire permit must be
obtained before
burning.
Permits are valid for
two years and may
be renewed without
a re-inspection
if no complaints
have been received
during the previous permit period. The fee for a new
recreational fire permit is $20 and the renewal fee is $5.
Expired permits that are more than 90 days past due will
be treated as a new permit application and will require an
inspection.

Fire Pit Construction
Recreational fires must be kindled in an approved fire pit
constructed in the following manner:
»

Must be a minimum of 25 feet from any structure and
property line. Fire pits constructed within 25 feet
of a property line require written approval from the
neighboring property owner.

»

Must be 36 inches in diameter or smaller.

»

Must be constructed using non-combustible materials
such a brick or rock with bare earth on the bottom.

properly inflated.
Ride Only Two Abreast. Cyclists may ride side by side only if
they are not impeding traffic.
Obey Traffic Signals, Signs, and Lane Markings. Yield to traffic
when appropriate, including pedestrians.
Use hand signals when turning.
» Left turn: left hand and arm extended straight
» Right turn: left hand and arm extended upward OR right
hand and arm extended straight
» Stopping or slowing down: left hand and arm extended
down
Light it up after dark. If riding after dark, bikes must be
equipped with a lamp on the front that emits a white light
and a red reflector on the rear.
Ride With Traffic. Bicyclists must ride on the right side of the road.
Give ‘em Five! Portage motorists are reminded that city
ordinance requires that you give cyclists five feet of distance
when passing.
Visit mypark.portagemi.gov to stay up to date about Portage
Parks bicycling programs and events.

»

Cannot be built under low-hanging branches, wires,
or other combustible materials.

Recreational Fire Regulations
»

A campfire shall be attended at all times by a
competent adult, age 18 or older.

»

Wind speeds at the time of the fire must be less than
10 mph. If wind speeds increase to more than 10
mph after the fire is kindled, it must be extinguished
immediately.

»

Fires must be extinguished by midnight.

»

A water source, such as a garden hose connected to a
water supply, must be readily available to extinguish
the fire if necessary.

»

Fires are for recreational or cooking purposes only.
Burning leaves, brush, yard waste, or construction
materials is prohibited.

Residents are asked to be aware of how heavy smoke,
noxious odors, and floating debris may adversely
affect neighbors. Consider discussing your plans for
constructing a fire pit with your neighbors.
To view complete rules for construction and regulations
for kindling a fire and to apply for a new recreational
fire permit, visit portagemi.gov/581. Following the
construction of the fire pit, an appointment for
inspection will be scheduled. If the pit complies with all
the requirements, the permit will be issued.
To renew an existing permit, please call the Fire Division
at 329-4487, Monday through Friday from 8 AM to 5 PM.

Keep Drainage Grates Clear
Be a Property Steward!
Snowmelt and quick, intense rainstorms can cause
water to pond on streets, especially when drainage
grates are clogged. It is easy to overlook the buildup
of lawn clippings and debris deposited in the street
gutter and on-street drainage grates.

The Portage Department of Transportation & Utilities
reminds residents of their civic responsibility to
regularly inspect and clean street gutters and storm
drainage grates abutting their property. Please
follow these simple rules:
»

Don’t blow grass clippings, leaves, or debris into
the street. When it rains, stormwater carries debris
down the gutter to the nearest drainage grate.

»

Periodically inspect grates near your property and
remove accumulated debris. Major maintenance
needs can be reported to the Department of
Transportation & Utilities at 329-4422.

»

Never pour used motor oil, chemicals, or foreign
substances into drainage grates or street gutters.

»

Never use a street drainage basin as a “garbage
collector” or dumpster for pet wastes.

access to a hand washing station and hand sanitizer.
The Portage Farmers Market is Fresh, Rain or Shine every
Sunday through October 25 from 10 AM – 2 PM at City Hall
parking lot (7900 South Westnedge Avenue). For more
information on the Portage
Farmers Market or to view
vendor offerings, visit
PORTAGE
farmersmarket.portagemi.gov.

Farmers Market

Follow us on Facebook
@PortageMarketMI or on
Instagram @PortageMarket.

facebook.com/CityofPortageMI

Fresh. Rain or Shine.
portagemi.gov

These simple preventative actions will keep storm
sewers functioning at a maximum level, minimize
stormwater ponding in the street abutting your
property and keep your property looking pleasant.
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Portage Parks & Recreation Events, Camps & Classes
1,000 Acres. 18 Parks. One City.

Recreation Activities
& Facility Rentals

To find out more and register online, visit mypark.portagemi.gov and click
the purple Recreation Activities & Facility Rentals button.

Volunteer Opportunities

Bike-Opoly

Portage Parks & Recreation is always in need of volunteers
to staff recreational and special events such as the Family
Fishing Fair, Lanterns on the Lake, Monster Mash, Traditional
Holiday and Tree Lighting Ceremony, and more. Volunteer
duties may include event set-up, registration/check-in, event
clean-up or other tasks. If you are interested in joining our
volunteer base please complete and submit the “Event
Staffing” form at portagemi.gov/165. Email questions to
mypark@portagemi.gov. We look forward to working with you!

Test your bike safety knowledge with a game-board style
interactive trail! Bike from Celery Flats towards Bicentennial
Park and stop at our hands-on “bike safety avenues.”
Participate in a quick activity, collect your “Bike Bucks” and
move on to the next space on the game board. At the end,
hand in your “Bike Bucks” for an award! This is a drop-in
activity with the last starting time at 3:45 PM.

Welcome New Adopt-a-Park Volunteers
The Adopt-A-Park Program provides an opportunity for
individuals, volunteer groups, neighborhood associations
and businesses to take an active role in the maintenance,
improvement and beautification of local parks, trails and
green spaces for all to enjoy. Portage Parks & Recreation
welcomes the following new park adopters:
»
»
»

Harbors West - Girl Scout Troop 80112
Millennium Park - Katie Weyenberg
Westfield Park - Girl Scouts Heart of Mich. - Troop 80396

Portage Parks & Recreation sends a special thank you to the
community for adopting every Portage park! If you or your
group is interested in other volunteer opportunities please
send an email to mypark@portagemi.gov.

Garlic Mustard Pulls
Garlic mustard is the most destructive invasive plant in
Portage, with its rapid growth impeding native plants.
Volunteer with the City of Portage Environmental Board to
learn how to identify garlic mustard, remove it and properly
dispose of it. All ages are welcome to participate.
»

9 AM - 12 PM, FREE (No registration required)

»
»
»
»
»

May 2 - Lexington Green Park (4750 Pittsford)
May 8 - South Westnedge Park (9010 South Westnedge)
May 16 - West Lake Nature Preserve (9001 South Westnedge)
May 30 - Schrier Park (850 West Osterhout)
June 6 - Portage Creek Bicentennial Park (910 East Milham)

Portage Culinary Academy
Home-Made Marshmallows & Hot Cocoa Bombs - Chef Sarah
Whether you are a beginning cook or intermediate, the
Portage Culinary Academy has something for you. In the
mood for something sweet? Chef Sarah will bring all the
fixings to teach you how to make these instant, popular
treats. To register, visit mypark.portagemi.gov and click on the
purple Recreation Activities & Facility Rentals button.
»
»
»

Wednesday, May 12, 6 PM
Stuart Manor (7340 Garden Lane)
$30 per person/class (Registration required)

Ranger Hike: Buds & Blooms
Spring makes Michigan come alive! Enjoy a stroll through
the beautiful Eliason Nature Reserve with Park Rangers. Find
the local flora that Portage has to offer and discover how
spring plays a big role in Portage history. To register, visit
mypark.portagemi.gov and click on the purple Recreation
Activities & Facility Rentals button.
»
»
»

Sunday, May 16, 2 PM
Eliason Nature Reserve (1614 West Osterhout Avenue)
FREE (Registration required)

Junior Ranger Earn-A-Badge Workshops
Need a little help to finish your Junior Ranger badges?
During these workshops, a Junior Ranger may bring an adult
and together, work on specific badge activities. Workshops
are free, include supplies and are led by Parks staff.
Attend just one or all of the workshops. Based on COVID
restrictions, sessions may be offered virtually with supplies
available for pick up at City Hall. Space is limited, so do not
wait to register! Visit mypark.portagemi.gov and click on the
purple Recreation Activities & Facility Rentals button.
»

»
»

Wednesdays, 6 - 7 PM
» Endurance Badge, May 19
» Survival Badge, June 16
Schrier Park (850 West Osterhout Avenue)
FREE (Registration required)
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”Bike Bucks” have no cash value.

»
»
»

Saturday, May 22, 1 - 4 PM
Celery Flats (7335 Garden Lane)
FREE (No registration required)

Paddlesports Sampler
The Paddlesports Sampler is a great way to introduce a
variety of watercraft to aspiring paddlesports enthusiasts.
Learn basic skills for kayaks, canoes and stand-up
paddleboards through games and fun activities with
American Canoe Association certified instructors! All
necessary equipment will be provided. Participants should
dress accordingly for the weather and the possibility of
getting wet. Choose between classes on Tuesdays or
Saturdays. To register, visit mypark.portagemi.gov and click
on the purple Recreation Activities & Facility Rentals button.
The registration deadline is one week prior to each class.
Maximum of 8 participants per class. Ages 10 to adult.
»
»
»
»

Tuesdays, May 25, June 8, June 22, 6 - 8 PM
Saturdays, June 5, June 19, 10 AM - 12 PM
Ramona Park Beach (8600 South Sprinkle Road)
$45 per person (Registration required)

Adult Pickleball Clinics
Beginner Clinic
Thursday, May 27, 5:30 - 7 PM
If you ever wondered what pickleball is all about, this clinic
is for you! National Champions, Jim & Yvonne Hackenberg
will teach players how to play the game, with a few basic
strategies and drills. Registration ends May 20.
Intermediate Clinic
Monday, June 21, 5:30 - 7 PM
The Intermediate Clinic will focus on more advanced
strategies and practice exercises, and offer helpful hints to
advance your own personal game. Registration begins May
24 and ends June 14.
Participants must bring their own paddle, but balls will be
provided. To register, visit mypark.portagemi.gov and click
on the purple Recreation Activities & Facility Rentals button.
»
»

Ramona Park (8600 South Sprinkle Road)
$40 per player (Registration required)

Ramona Park Beach Opens May 28!

Admission Waived for Portage Residents in 2021
Ramona Park Beach (8600 South Sprinkle Road) offers a
sandy swim area with lifeguards, kayak, canoe & paddleboard
rentals, concessions, picnic areas, fishing dock, beach
volleyball, playground, changing rooms, and more! Vehicle
permits for entry into Ramona Park can be obtained on-site
near the park entrance during regular beach hours. Proof of
residency is required to receive a resident annual pass.
* Annual and daily permits available at the Ramona Park gatehouse
during hours of operation.

Hours of Operation: 10 AM - 7 PM
» Memorial Day Weekend, May 28 - 31
» June 4 - 6
» June 11 - August 29
» Labor Day Weekend, September 3 - 6

2021 NON-RESIDENT ANNUAL

2021 RESIDENT ANNUAL

3019
VALID ONLY WHEN PERMANENTLY AFFIXED TO WINDOW

3019
VALID ONLY WHEN PERMANENTLY AFFIXED TO WINDOW

Beach Area Rental & Admission Rates
» City of Portage Residents  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  FREE!
(Proof of residency required)

»
»
»
»

Non-Resident Daily Permit  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$10
Non-Resident Annual Permit  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $45
Group Bus Daily Permit   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$50
Beach Lounge Chair Rental (2 hrs)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $5

Kayak, Canoe & Paddleboard Rentals
Open daily on beach operating dates 10 AM - 6 PM
All watercraft:
» $12 for first hour
» $5 each additional 30 minutes
» $36 flat rate for 4-6 hours
» Life jackets included.

Friday At The Flats
Friday at the Flats returns to the Celery
Flats Pavilion with a taste of Portage!
Join us on the first Friday of the month
Friday At
for dinner and experience a wide range
The
Flats
Great Food, Great Music
of food trucks and live music. Seating
is limited and only 300 people are allowed
at one time. Connect with your neighbors and loved ones
through food and fun at Celery Flats.
»
»
»

Fridays, May 7 & June 4, 4 - 8 PM
Celery Flats Pavilion (7335 Garden Lane)
FREE (No registration required)

Smart Cycling: Traffic Skills 101 Course

Lanterns on the Lake

The Smart Cycling Program offers the opportunity to learn
how to ride a bike safely. The curriculum is certified by the
League of American Bicyclists (LAB) and taught across the
USA by League Certified Instructors with extensive riding
and teaching experience. The course incorporates on-line
and in-class learning, parking lot maneuvering drills and
a group ride. Attendees must be 18 years or older and
have a helmet and working bicycle. Space is limited. To
register, visit mypark.portagemi.gov and click on the purple
Recreation Activities & Facility Rentals button by June 5.

Light up the lake with a lantern that
honors loved ones or float words of hope
and encouragement. Feel hope and
happiness with your community as you
remember those you love. Bring a picnic
dinner to enjoy while you decorate your
lantern. Live music will play until launch
time at 9:30 PM. Participation is limited to
100 people due to social distancing requirements. To register, visit
mypark.portagemi.gov and click on the purple Recreation
Activities & Facility Rentals button by May 12.

*This course is a pre-requisite to become a Lead Cycling Instructor.
*Scholarships are available.

»
»
»

Saturday, June 12, 9 AM - 3 PM
City Hall (7900 South Westnedge Avenue)
$50 per participant/per class (Registration required)

School of Fish Day Camp: Open Fish
If you love Fish Camp, get a little extra fishing in with Open
Fish! Bring the pole earned in class, brush up on some
techniques and fish with a Park Ranger. This camp is for Fish
Camp graduates to use skills learned and enjoy shoreline
fishing on Long Lake. To register, visit mypark.portagemi.gov
and click on the purple Recreation Activities & Facility Rentals
button by June 6.
»
»
»

Sunday, June 13, 2 - 3 PM
Ramona Park Beach (8600 South Sprinkle Road)
$5 per child (Registration required)

facebook.com/CityofPortageMI

portagemi.gov

»
»
»

Saturday, May 15, 8 - 9:30 PM
Ramona Park (8600 South Sprinkle Road)
$10 per person (Each person must register for a lantern kit)

Movies in the Park
Looking for something to fill your Friday nights? Look no further
than Movies in the Park! All shows start at dusk (around 9 PM).
The movie audio is piped right into your car! Watch from your
car or bring chairs to sit outside your vehicle. Be sure to bring
your favorite movie snacks! Parking starts at 7 PM.
»
»
»

Friday, May 28, 9 PM
Ramona Park (8600 South Sprinkle Road)
FREE (No registration required)
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Portage Senior Center Events, Activities & Classes
Find us at 320 Library Lane. |

mypsc.portagemi.gov | Questions? Call 329-4555.

Explore More. Have Fun. Live Well.
Experience a vital, vibrant community offering a wide variety of services and activities that match the needs of active
older adults. Membership at the PSC is open to anyone over the age of 50. Portage residency is not required. All events
are held at the Portage Senior Center unless otherwise noted.

Friends of the Portage Senior
Center Golf Scramble
The 25th Annual Friends of the Portage Senior Center Golf
Scramble is open to all ages and offers 18-hole play. Corporate
sponsorships are encouraged. After a day of golf, enjoy
lunch and camaraderie with friends and friendly competitors
alike. Prizes are awarded to winning teams in a variety of
categories, along with a 50/50 raffle. Sponsorship information
and registration forms are available at the Portage Senior
Center, or by visiting www.friendspsc.org.
For additional information contact the
Portage Senior Center at 329-4555.
» Monday, May 24, 9 AM Shotgun Start
» Heritage Glen Golf Club in Paw Paw
» $110 per player
Thanks to our returning
Platinum Sponsor!

Aging Mastery Program

Facilitators: Kimberly Middleton Kim Phillips
Evidence based health and wellness program for adults
age 50 and over. The Aging Mastery Program (AMP) is a fun,
innovative, and person-centered education program that
empowers participants to embrace their gift of longevity by
spending more time each day doing
things that are good for themselves
and others. The program encourages
mastery – developing sustainable
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behaviors across many dimensions that lead to improved
health, stronger economic security, enhanced well-being, and
increased societal participation. Call 329-4555 to register.
» Wednesdays & Fridays, June 2 - 30, 10:30 AM – 12 PM
» Virtual via Zoom
» FREE (Registration required)

tly used purses and jewelry to support the sale. Visit the
drive-thru donation event on Thursday, June 10 from 4-6 PM
at the PSC. Email phillipk@portagemi.gov with questions.

Eat Smart, Live Strong

Learn how to use Zoom in two sessions! Attend one or both
sessions. Call 329-4555 to register and schedule a one-onone session with Kim to prepare for Zoom School.
» Mondays, May 17 and/or June 21, 2 – 3 PM
» Virtual via Zoom
» FREE (Registration required)

Instructor: Susan Katz-Scheinker, MBA, RD, CLT
Eat Smart, Live Strong is a FREE online nutrition program
that will teach ways to adapt eating and physical activity
to reach goals and build on your ability to overcome
challenges. Participants will receive four weekly vouchers
that can be used to purchase fruits and vegetables at the
Portage Farmers Market. For more information please
contact the PSC at 329-4555.
»
»
»
»
»

Series A: Tuesdays, June 8, 15, 22, 29, 10-11 AM
Series B: Tuesdays, July 6, 13, 20, 27, 10-11 AM
Series C: Tuesdays, August 3, 10, 17, 24, 10-11 AM
Virtual via WebEx
FREE (Registration required)

“It’s In the Bag” Purse Sale – Save the Date!
The Friends of the Portage Senior Center will host its annual
“It’s In the Bag” Purse Sale on Saturday, September 18. Now
is a great time to clean out your closets and donate gen-
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7900 South Westnedge Avenue
Portage, Michigan 49002-5160
portagemi.gov | (269) 329-4400

Instructor: Kim Phillips, PSC Manager

Time Lapse Video of New Charles & Lynn
Zhang Portage Community Senior Center
Have you been watching the new Charles & Lynn Zhang
Portage Community Senior Center rise up from the ground
on East Centre Avenue in the heart of the City Centre? Now
you can visit e3.portagemi.gov to view a time-lapse video of
the construction.
There is still time to contribute to Engage. Empower.
Enrich. A Campaign for the Portage Community Senior
Center. Visit e3.portagemi.gov to learn more and donate
online. A gift of $500 or more entitles the donor to a plaque
on the permanent donor wall.

To slow the spread of COVID-19, City of Portage offices are open
by appointment only. To make an appointment, please call
the appropriate city department.

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE
This document and artwork/logos © 2014 National Council on Aging, Inc. All rights reserved. Unauthorized use prohibited. National Council on Aging (NCOA)
copyright materials may not be reproduced in whole or in part by persons, organizations or corporations other than NCOA, its affiliates, divisions and units
without the prior written permission of an authorized officer of NCOA. Refer to the NCOA Branding Guide document for proper logo use and specifications.

Zoom School

KALAMAZOO, MI
PERMIT NO. 33

ECRWSS
POSTAL CUSTOMER

City Manager

329-4400

Police Division

329-4567

City Assessor

329-4433

Public Information

324-9230

City Clerk

329-4511

Public Works

329-4444

Community Development 329-4477

Technology Services

324-9269

Finance

329-4534

Purchasing/Risk Mgmt

324-9284

Fire Division

329-4487

Senior Center

329-4555

Human Resources

329-4533

Transportation & Utilities 329-4422

Parks & Recreation

329-4522

Treasury

329-4455

Portage City Council

The City Manager

Televised City Meetings

Portage City Council meetings are held twice
a month on Tuesdays at 7 PM at Portage City
Hall (7900 South Westnedge Avenue) in Council
Chambers and are always open to the public.

The City Manager is responsible for the day-to-day operations of
the city. Citizens are encouraged to contact the City Manager with
concerns or complaints about city services by calling Complaint
Resolution at 329-4404 or by visiting reportit.portagemi.gov.

City Council, Planning Commission and Zoning Board of
Appeals meetings can be viewed live on Charter channel
995 and AT&T channel 99. All meetings can be viewed via
live streaming at portagemi.gov/205.

MAY 2021
6
10
11
20
25
Mayor Patricia M. Randall
(269) 993-2311
patricia.randall@portagemi.gov

Mayor Pro Tem Jim Pearson
(269) 303-5459
councilmemberjp@portagemi.gov

Chris Burns
(708) 710-3102
chris.burns@portagemi.gov

Lori Knapp
(269) 324-0178
lori.knapp@portagemi.gov

7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM

Planning Commission Meeting
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
City Council Meeting
Planning Commission Meeting
City Council Meeting

The Portager
The Portager is the official publication of the City of Portage,
used to inform residents of city services and events, as well
as city projects that have significance to Portage citizens.
The newsletter is published monthly and delivered to every
mailbox in the 49002 and 49024 zip codes.

Vic Ledbetter
(269) 330-6404
vic.ledbetter@portagemi.gov

Claudette Reid
(269) 491-9725
claudette.reid@portagemi.gov

Terry R. Urban
(269) 323-8160
terry.urban@portagemi.gov

Joseph La Margo, City Manager
(269) 329-4400
lamargoj@portagemi.gov

This month’s front and back cover photo features the pier
on Austin Lake at Lakeview Park.
(Photo credit: Ronald Wormbrand.)
PORTAGER Editor
Mary Beth Block | blockm@portagemi.gov

A Natural Place to Move
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