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A Message From Mayor
Patricia M. Randall
This April, the City of Portage will
participate in the 2021 Wyland Mayor’s
Water Challenge. The challenge focuses on the growing
importance of educating consumers about the many ways
they use water and shares simple tips to protect our natural
resources by conserving water. The friendly nationwide
competition is meant to inspire communities and promote
positive change, by measuring success amongst cities of
similar size.
Water is critical to all life on this planet. We are all
ambassadors for our planet as we use it. The more we learn,
the more responsibility we have to do even more. Here in
the “Great Lake State,” water is abundant. Portage is home
to four lakes, a bog, a creek and many ponds. We all have a
vested interest in caring for our many water systems.
Robert Wyland founded the nonprofit Wyland Foundation

From the Desk of City
Manager Joe La Margo
Spring is here and brings with it the hope
of a return to normal life as the roll-out of
the COVID-19 vaccine continues across the country. Portage
Parks & Recreation is working hard to bring you quality
programs and events for the spring and summer season.
We will start the season with COVID restrictions in place and
will carefully consider relaxing the restrictions as allowed by
the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services.
For now, basketball and volleyball courts in Portage Parks
remain closed. All in-person events will require the normal
COVID safety measures, such as frequent hand washing,
physical distancing, and wearing a mask. The nets at all
Portage pickleball and tennis courts are up and all park
restrooms will be open on May 1. Please remember to social
distance during all interactions in Portage parks.

Respecting Differences
Join the City of Portage
and other community
sponsors for the 2021
Respecting Differences.
Valarie Cunningham,
MSW, LMSW, leads a
presentation titled,
“Racial Trauma & Working
Together for Healing.”
Valarie Cunningham
Cunningham is the CEO and
founder of the Synergy Health Center and has more than
18 years of experience in the Behavioral Health field.
Two presentations will be offered virtually via WebEx
on April 14, 2021, at 9:30 AM and 1:30 PM. Each
presentation will last an hour with a Q & A session to
follow. Please visit portagemi.gov after April 9 to obtain
the link to the presentation.
Respecting Differences is an annual event sponsored
by a number of community organizations including
the City of Portage, the City of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo
County Government, Western Michigan University,
Kalamazoo College, Kalamazoo Valley Community
College and Integrated Services of Kalamazoo. Each year,
the event features a presenter selected to encourage
our organizations to foster workplaces more accepting
and understanding of others with diverse backgrounds
and circumstances. In the past, the event has included
lectures, motivational speakers and performances.

A Natural Place to Move

may use only five gallons. Data also reveals that 10,000
in 1993. As a Detroit native, growing up close to water, he
gallons a year are wasted through leaks in the average
had a great appreciation for lakes. However, it wasn’t until
American household. Surely there is room to reduce our
the age of fourteen, on a trip to California, where he saw a
water footprint with minimal suffering!
mother whale and her calf migrating near the shore, that
he fully realized the power of
Join us by taking the Wyland
the ocean and the magnificent
Mayor’s Water Challenge
This April, take the 4-step online pledge
world under the water. Anyone
from April 1 - 30. Encourage
to conserve water resources in Portage.
who has ever donned snorkel
your friends and neighbors
or scuba gear and viewed the
Visit portagemi.gov/779
to participate. Cities with the
hidden world under the oceans
to learn more and take the
highest percentage of resident
understands his inspiration. As
Wyland Mayor’s Water Challenge Pledge!
participation will be in the
an artist, he has painted murals
running for prize money. There is
of sea life, especially whales,
nothing like a challenge to stroke
around the world. His love for
the competitive spirit in me. However, like with most things,
the oceans and sea life inspired him to launch the Wyland
it is not necessarily the prize that counts, but the journey. But
Foundation as part of his continuing effort to motivate
wouldn’t it be nice to have both?
people to take action and ensure clean water and a healthy
“April showers, bring May flowers.”
planet through art, science and conservation.
Happy Spring Portage!
The average U.S. household uses 500 gallons of water per
- Patricia M. Randall
day. This is in startling contrast to households in Africa that

The 2021 Spring & Summer Programs & Events brochure
is enclosed in this edition of the Portager. In it you will find
many returning favorites as well as exciting new events.
On April 25, the annual Green-A-Thon returns, hosted by the
Youth Advisory Committee, the Environmental Board and
the Park Board. Here you can meet individuals committed
to promoting environmentally friendly action in Portage
and learn about environmental ideas that can be used in
your home or business. Along with a new location this year
at City Hall, Green-A-Thon is teaming up with the Portage
Farmers Market to provide a sneak peek of what you can
expect to find at the market all season long.
Returning for its second year, Lanterns On The Lake will be
held at Ramona Park on May 15. Families and individuals
can make a lantern to honor loved ones or float words of
hope and encouragement over Long Lake from the beach at
Ramona Park. My family and I participated in this meaningful
event last year. The music and community atmosphere create

a feeling of hope and happiness and healing.
In June, the Great American Campout returns to Ramona
Park, June 26 and 27. Pitch a tent for the whole family and
enjoy a true camping experience right here in Portage!
Eligible families may receive financial assistance for this
event through the Portage Community Center Youth
Recreation Scholarship program.
New events include the Canine Carnival at the South
Westnedge Dog Park, Portage Repticon, a Reptile Expo at
the Celery Flats Historical Area, the monthly Young Birders
Academy and Smart Cycling 101 for those 18 and older,
among others.
There is so much to do in your Portage parks this spring
and summer. Keep the 2021 Spring & Summer Programs &
Events brochure handy and stay busy all season long.
- Joe La Margo

A Citizen’s Guide to Understanding
Stormwater

sewage overflows. Correcting these problems is timeconsuming and expensive, but together, our community
works actively to restore them.

Where does stormwater come from and what
pollutes it?

Simple ways you can protect our watershed:

Rainfall and snowmelt across hard and impervious surfaces
that do not allow water to soak into the ground are the
leading cause of stormwater. The water flows into storm
sewers or catch basins, which then direct the water to a
natural water body such as a wetland, river, pond or lake.
Stormwater carries salt, grass clippings, sediment, fertilizer,
oils, pet waste and other material left on driveways and
sidewalks into the catch basins.
Stormwater is different than greywater from sinks and
showers and sewage from toilets. These are taken to a water
reclamation plant before being discharged into our natural
water bodies.

What else can pollute our rivers?
Fecal coliform bacteria is a serious concern. People
commonly hear about a strain of bacteria called E. coli
because it is an indicator of the presence of disease-causing
bacteria. E. coli inhabits the digestive system of humans and
animals, but can also be found in sewage. Unfortunately,
every so often, sanitary sewers have been incorrectly
connected to storm drains, which then cause sewage to
enter our waterways. During major storms, leaks and cracks
occur that allow stormwater to flow into our sanitary sewer
system. This overwhelms the treatment plant causing

facebook.com/CityofPortageMI
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Wash your car on the lawn or take advantage of a
commercial car wash. Grass acts as filter for these pollutants
and you will water your lawn at the same time! Commercial
car wash facilities send their water to the sanitary sewer,
which directs the water to the wastewater reclamation plant.
The oil and dirt you wash off your car can harm aquatic life
and animals if they flow directly into the storm drain.
Check your vehicles for oil and fuel leaks. Rain will wash
the grease and oil drippings from your driveway into storm
drains, which flow directly into local waterways.
Limit the use of fertilizer and pesticides. Make it a habit to
clean up your grass clippings so that they do not enter a
catch basin. Pesticides and fertilizers are one of the biggest
pollutants to our water bodies.
Clean up after pets. Parasites, pathogens and bacteria from
pet waste can easily wash into catch basins and discharge
into our rivers and lakes without being treated.
Remember, only rain down the drain. Never allow
anything but natural rainwater to flow into a catch basin.
Please deposit trash in a trash can. Even if it is a minor
inconvenience for you, keeping our waterways clean
benefits the people and creatures who all share Michigan’s
rivers and lakes.
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Prepare Now for Severe Weather
Severe weather can happen
anywhere, anytime and can
include hazardous conditions
produced by thunderstorms,
damaging winds, tornadoes,
large hail and flooding. In
a typical year, more than
1,200 tornadoes occur in
the United States, and nearly
12,000 instances of wind and hail
are reported. Now is the perfect time to make sure you are
prepared for severe weather.

Be Prepared
Being prepared is critical to keeping you and your family
safe during severe weather emergencies. The first step in
any situation is to make a plan. Consider the following:
How will I receive emergency alerts and warnings?

»

Anytime severe weather threatens a geographical area,
the NWS will interrupt local TV and radio stations to
provide relevant information pertaining to the severe
weather emergency in the area.

»

Sign up for
to allow the city to send
urgent voice and/or text messages to home phones,
business, local agencies and mobile phones during local
emergencies within the City of Portage. Visit portagemi.gov
to sign up.

What is my shelter plan?
Identify a spot in your home, business or other location
that is safe during severe weather. In general, the safest
locations are in a basement or a small interior room on the
lowest level and away from windows. Consider those with
disabilities or limited access and functional needs, including
devices and equipment. Have a radio and cell phone and
prepare a basic first aid kit.

Communicating in Disasters

»

Warning sirens located throughout the City of Portage
are primarily used to alert those individuals outdoors.

»

Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA) are designed to
alert cell phone users about severe weather and other
national emergencies as it relates to their physical
location at the time of the emergency. No signup is
required. Visit weather.gov/wrn/wea for more details

Text is best when using a mobile phone, but if you make
a phone call, keep it brief; convey only vital information to
emergency personnel and/or family to minimize network
congestion and conserve battery power. Further conserve
a mobile phone battery by reducing the brightness of the
screen and closing unneeded apps. Limit any other activities
on the phone to maximize battery life. Most landline phones
may not work in the event of a power outage.

»

NOAA Weather Radio ( nws.noaa.gov/nwr/) is a nationwide
network of radio stations broadcasting continuous
weather information from the nearest National Weather
Service (NWS) office. These radios can be purchased at
most stores that sell electronics and/or radios.

The majority of calls made to 9-1-1 come from mobile
phones and the 9-1-1 call takers receive very little
information – only a phone number and a very general
sense of a location. In an emergency when seconds count,
having complete details about the caller is critical. Consider

Prevent Vehicle Thefts

DO NOT LEAVE YOUR CAR RUNNING UNATTENDED. In
some cases if a vehicle is left running and has a key less
push-button start, it can be driven away and operated
without the fob until the vehicle is turned off.

»

DO NOT LEAVE YOUR KEYS OR KEY FOB INSIDE YOUR
VEHICLE.

»

ALWAYS LOCK YOUR VEHICLE, regardless if it is parked in
a lot or a driveway.

»

DON’T LET A POTENTIAL CAR SALE BE A CAR THEFT. Be
cautious of “Test Drive” requests; either do not allow
them or ensure you are in control of the test drive.
Always ask for identification.

Anyone with information about the recent increase in motor
vehicle thefts is asked to contact the Portage Department of
Public Safety at 329-4567 or Silent Observer at 343-2100,
kalamazoosilentobserver.com.

OR

IT

IT

YOUR KEYS / FOB
LOCK YOUR VEHICLE
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Make a Disaster Supply Kit
In the event of a major severe weather event, utilities such
as gas, electric, water, sewer and roads, can be effected.
Some or all services may be unavailable for days. Families
should have a disaster supply kit readily available with
enough supplies to last for at least 72 hours. As you prepare
your emergency kit, tailor your supplies to your specific
needs, such as dietary needs (food and water), medical
needs (including prescriptions and equipment that requires
electricity), pets or service animals. Include a flashlight or
lantern (no candles due to the risk of fire), extra batteries
for all items including cell phones and a wrench or pliers
for shutting off utilities if needed. If you own a generator,
ensure it is properly maintained and have extra gas and oil
readily available.
The Portage Department of Public Safety provides
safety information and emergency alerts during weather
emergencies on Facebook. Follow us at Portage MI Police &
Fire for the most up to date weather alerts and information.

Illegally-Posted Signs Cause Unsightly Litter
and Neighborhood Blight
We Buy Houses! Lose Weight Fast! Going Out of Business!
Garage Sale! You’ve seen the signs...planted in the grass
alongside the road, taped to metal utility boxes or stapled
to utility poles. Signs posted illegally
in this manner not only create blind
spots and distract drivers from what’s
most important when driving, but
often end up simply as litter in gutters,
storm sewer grates, city streets or on
sidewalks. The nails, tacks, tape and
staples used to hang these signs can
create safety issues for utility workers
and also damage the equipment to
which the signs are affixed.
Like graffiti and litter, sign blight is unsightly and can
convey a negative perception of the community to

potential residents and business owners – and for those
just driving through the city – that can be hard to change.
The Michigan Vehicle Code (Sections 257.615 & 257.616)
and the Portage Code of Ordinances (Section 50-33) make
it illegal to affix signs or flyers in the right-of-way (the curb
lawn), on traffic control devices, street signs, utility poles
or street lights and on fences or trees on public property.
The City of Portage takes great pride in
the appearance of the city and
maintenance of its infrastructure.
Eliminating, or at least reducing the
prevalence of, illegal signs is one small
way to improve the overall quality of
life in Portage. When illegally posted
signs are identified by city staff, the
signs will be removed and discarded.
Residents and business representatives
are asked to refrain from illegally
posting signs in this manner. To report an illegally-posted
sign, visit reportit.portagemi.gov. Please help us keep the
City of Portage litter free and A Natural Place to Move!

Cemetery Maintenance & Decorations
As we move into spring, staff from the Department of Public
Works prepare for cemetery mowing and maintenance. A few
reminders for grave decorations are provided below:
»

Property owners are responsible for the regular care and
maintenance of grave decorations.

»

Annual flowers may be planted within 12” of the memorial
and may not extend past lot boundaries in full bloom.

»

Fresh flowers may only be displayed in flush marker sections
for a maximum of three days, April through September.

»

Shrubs and trees may not be planted on cemetery lots.

»

Artificial flowers may be placed in upright marker sections
and must be removed at the end of the normal growing
season. Artificial decorations may be displayed in all
cemetery sections October through March. Artificial flowers
may not be placed in flush marker sections from April
through September.

»

»

REMOVE

The National Weather Service Weather-Ready Nation has
additional resources for those who are hearing impaired,
have an intellectual disability, or in need of content in a
language other than English. These and other resources can
be found at weather.gov/wrn.

The Signs of Blight

The Portage Department of Public Safety is asking for the
public’s assistance as motor vehicle thefts throughout the
city increase. Since the
Motor Vehicle Thefts in Portage
beginning of 2021, the
2021 YTD
majority of vehicles
16%
reported stolen in
30%
Portage have been
unlocked with keys left
19%
in the vehicle. Many
of the vehicles taken
8%
were running and left
27%
briefly unattended
Keys Left in Vehicle, Not Running
– a car warming up
Keys Left in Vehicle, Running
in a driveway or left
Stolen During Test Drive
running while the owner
Failed to Return Borrowed/Rental Vehicle
Other (Family, Acquaintance, Known Suspect)
goes into a business
momentarily. Limiting
the opportunity is always the first step in theft prevention.
The Portage Department of Public Safety recommends
these helpful reminders to prevent the theft of your vehicle:
»

signing up for SMART911 at smart911.com so that 9-1-1
call takers can view your addresses, medical information,
home information, description of pets and vehicles, and
emergency contacts. When an emergency call is made from
a phone registered with a SMART911 Safety Profile, the 9-1-1
system recognizes the phone number and automatically
displays the profile information supplied by the caller.

Perennial flowers may be planted in urns or vases on either
side or directly behind upright grave markers, but within plot
boundaries.
Please remove winter and Christmas decorations and all
artificial flowers in poor condition

The Department of Public Works reserves the right to remove
and discard any materials placed or planted inconsistent with the
above reminders. Your cooperation is appreciated. Please call the
Department of Public Works at 329-4444 for further information.

facebook.com/CityofPortageMI
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REMINDER!
Spring Cleanup Program
runs April 12 – May 13
Complete program details
can be found at
portagemi.gov/283
View a collection map or
use the handy
Address Locator Tool
Collection occurs only once
in each neighborhood zone.
Place your household items
at the curb by 7 AM
of your collection date to
ensure pickup.
Questions? Call 329-4444
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Portage Parks & Recreation Events, Camps & Classes
1,000 Acres. 18 Parks. One City.
To find out more and register online, visit mypark.portagemi.gov and click
the purple Recreation Activities & Facility Rentals button.

Recreation Activities
& Facility Rentals

EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE OR CANCELLATION BASED ON COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS.
Portage Culinary Academy

Junior Ranger Earn-A-Badge Workshop

Arbor Day

The Portage Culinary Academy offers monthly cooking
classes at Stuart Manor. Whether you are a beginning cook
or a pro, the Portage Culinary Academy has something for
you. These cooking classes have limited space and fill up
quickly. To register, visit mypark.portagemi.gov and click the
purple Recreation Activities & Facility Rentals button.

Service Badge

Celebrate Arbor Day in Portage, a Tree City! To start the
celebration, enjoy a drum and dance performance by Rootead.
Take a guided tree identification hike, make nature prints with
Kalamazoo Book Arts Club, learn more about tree science and
participate in a reading of The Lorax by Dr. Suess! This is a dropin program so come and play for as long as
you would like! More information about the
schedule of activities will be posted on our
website and Facebook prior to the event.

Join Chef Michael Murray from West Michigan Pasta &
Provisions. Chef Murray will teach you how to make your
own pastas and sauces from scratch.

Need a little help with finishing your Junior Ranger Service
Badge activities? During this workshop, a Junior Ranger
may bring an adult and together, work on Service badge
activities. This workshop is free, includes supplies and is led
by Parks staff. Based on COVID restrictions, sessions may be
offered virtually with supplies available for pick up at City
Hall. All programs run from 6 – 7 PM. Space is limited, so do
not wait to register! Visit mypark.portagemi.gov and click on
the purple Recreation Activities & Facility Rentals button.

»
»
»

»
»
»

Handmade Pastas & Sauces - Chef Michael Murray

Wednesday, April 7, 6 PM
Stuart Manor (7340 Garden Lane)
$30 per person/class

Home-Made Marshmallows & Hot Cocoa Bombs - Chef Sarah

Get riding with this guided bike ride
with Park Rangers. This program is
geared for kids who will learn how
to complete a pre-ride safety check
and tune-up their bicycle.
Participants must bring in their own
bike, helmet and a chaperone (if 16
years or younger). To register, visit
mypark.portagemi.gov and click on
the purple Recreation Activities &
Facility Rentals. The registration deadline is one week prior to
each session.

Wednesday, May 12, 6 PM
Stuart Manor (7340 Garden Lane)
$30 per person/class

Ranger Hike – Migration Station
Take a hike with Park Rangers through West Lake Nature
Preserve with a pit-stop to watch for an array of migratory
birds! Learn about their migration journey throughout the
year and how to identify different species. Participants are
encouraged to bring binoculars, notebooks and pens. Dress
appropriately for the weather.
»
»
»

Portage Youth Advisory Committee Hosts
Earth Day Celebration – With a Twist!
The Portage Youth Advisory Committee, in cooperation with
the Portage Environmental Board and Park Board, will host
the 13th annual Green-A-Thon to celebrate Earth Day. This
year, there’s a twist! Green-A-Thon will offer a first-ever sneak
peek of the Portage Farmers Market! To make this unique
event happen, Green-A-Thon will have a new location and
day - in front of Portage City Hall on Sunday, April 25.
The FREE event will feature music and games. Representatives from local organizations and businesses will provide
education on environmental ideas you can utilize in your
home or business. Giveaways include various tree seedlings from the Youth Advisory Committee.
The Portage Youth Advisory Committee (YAC) was

What is a Garlic Mustard Pull?
Join the Environmental Board This Spring to
Learn About Garlic Mustard
Garlic mustard is becoming one of the area’s worst weeds.
It is an upright biennial (blooms the second year of growth)
that grows up to four feet tall in early spring and produces
small, white flowers clustered at the top of each stalk. A
native to Europe, it was originally introduced in North
America by settlers for medicinal purposes and for cooking.
Unfortunately, it has few natural enemies and each plant can
produce thousands
of seeds which
may spread rapidly
through wind,
animals, as well as
human clothing and
shoes. The plant
grows so quickly

A Natural Place to Move

May – History Hunt

This is Geocaching with a twist! Hunt for adventure in the
Portage Parks system. A different mystery is revealed each
month and it’s up to you to uncover the answers. For more
information and to register visit mypark.portagemi.gov and
click on the purple Recreation Activities & Facility Rentals
button. Join the story at any time, but all adventures must
be completed by the last day of the month. Participation is
FREE (registration is required).

Check out the 2021 Spring &
Summer Programs & Events
brochure inserted in this
edition of the Portager!

* Don’t have a bike, but would like to participate? Call Portage Parks & Recreation at 329-4522
for options.

»
»
»

Sunday, April 18, 2 PM
West Lake Nature Preserve (9001 South Westnedge Avenue)
FREE (Registration required)

13th Annual Green-A-Thon

»

Saturday, April 24, 9 - 11 AM
Bicentennial Park (910 East Milham Avenue)
FREE (Registration required)

created by the Portage City Council to give students an
opportunity to share their ideas and participate in local
government. The YAC hosts this event as a way to raise
awareness of environmental and climate issues that affect
the citizens of Portage and to provide opportunities to
become more ecologically friendly. Providing a forum for
such opportunities is a critical step to ensuring a sense
of social responsibility in participating and encouraging
“green” behavior.
To register your organization for a booth or to ask a
question, please contact the Office of the City Clerk at
329-4511 or email cityclerk@portagemi.gov. Information about
the event can be found at portagemi.gov/441.
* All activities will be subject to COVID-19 restrictions and guidelines

»
»
»

April 25, 2021, 11 AM - 3 PM
7900 South Westnedge Ave. (City Hall front lot)
Visitor parking at Comerica Bank or northeast corner
of First Reformed Church parking lot.

that it impedes native vegetation, creating what can be a
permanent change in the habitat, much to the detriment of
other plants and animals.
Proper removal and disposal is vital to reducing the spread
of garlic mustard. Fortunately, it can be uprooted easily.
The weed it should only be removed in early spring before
the seed pods develop. Once removed, it should be placed
in a garbage bag and disposed of in a garbage receptacle.
Putting plants in compost or yard waste pickup will not
prevent the seeds from sprouting and spreading. For large
infestations, spray an appropriate herbicide or mow the area
prior to flowering.
To help preserve the local and natural habitats from
a garlic mustard invasion, the Portage Environmental
Board sponsors garlic mustard pulls in several of the city
parks each spring. Volunteers learn how to identify garlic
mustard, remove it and properly dispose of it. Please join
the Board and your fellow citizens and businesses this year
by volunteering to help pull garlic mustard.
facebook.com/CityofPortageMI

Friday, April 30, 4 - 6 PM
Schrier Park (850 West Osterhout
Avenue)
FREE (No registration required)

Geo Mystery Tours

Rolling with Rangers

In the mood for something sweet? Chef Sarah will bring all
the fixins’ to teach you how to make these instant, popular
treats.
»
»
»

Wednesday, April 21, 6 - 7 PM
Schrier Park (850 West Osterhout Avenue)
FREE (Registration required)

»
»

portagemi.gov

Portage Farmers Market
Opening Day – May 9!
Opening day for the Portage
Farmers Market is Sunday, May
9. This season, the market will
run through October 24, every
Sunday from 10 AM – 2 PM.

PORTAGE

Farmers Market
Fresh. Rain or Shine.

While at the market, browse local vendors offering fresh
produce, meat, eggs, fruits, baked goods, flowers, crafts,
gifts, and more! For more information on the Portage
Farmers Market or to check vendor offerings, visit
farmersmarket.portagemi.gov. Follow us on Facebook
@PortageMarketMI or Instagram @PortageMarket.
»

Sundays, May 9 - October 24, 10 AM - 2 PM

»

City Hall Parking Lot (7900 South Westnedge Avenue)

2021 Garlic Mustard Pulls – 9 AM to 12 PM
April 24. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ramona Park (8600 South Sprinkle)   
May 2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lexington Green Park (4750 Pittsford)
May 8. . . . . . . South Westnedge Park (9010 South Westnedge)    
May 16. . West Lake Nature Preserve (9001 South Westnedge)  
May 30 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Schrier Park (850 West Osterhout)
June 6. . .  Portage Creek Bicentennial Park (910 East Milham)   
»

FREE - No registration required

Garlic Mustard pulls will only be canceled in the event of
severe weather. To receive updates on weather
cancellations, additional volunteer opportunities, and
upcoming board meetings, sign up for Notify Me at
portagemi.gov and subscribe to Environmental Board
updates. Any questions may be directed to the Department
of Transportation & Utilities at 329-4422.
To learn more about garlic mustard and other invasive
species in the area, residents are encouraged to visit
portagemi.gov/414/Environmental-Board.
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Spring Hydrant Flushing

Special Election - May 4, 2021

The City of Portage utility contractor, Suez, will conduct fire hydrant flushing beginning
the Sunday, April 4, through Friday, April 16. Hydrant flushing improves water quality by
removing sediment that accumulates in the water system. It offers an opportunity to
ensure proper operation of the fire hydrants and water pumping system.

A Special Election will be held on Tuesday May 4, 2021. The only item on the ballot is
a millage question for the Kalamazoo Regional Educational Service Agency (KRESA). If
approved, the proposal will allow the intermediate school district to continue to levy a
special education millage previously approved by the electors in 2015 and restores millage
lost because of the reduction required by the Headlee Amendment to the Michigan
Constitution of 1963. Polls will be open from 7 AM to 8 PM on Election Day.

The map indicates the dates hydrant flushing will take place in each area of the city. Suez
will flush most hydrants between the hours of 11 PM on the date indicated and 7:30 AM the
following date in an effort to avoid high-traffic hours. This is a tentative schedule; it may
be necessary to perform this work outside of the assigned day to provide the best results.
Some water discoloration will occur during the flushing process. Residents are urged to
check for discoloration prior to using water for laundry or cleaning during the flushing
period. Even though water may be somewhat discolored, it is safe to drink.
The flushing process discharges large quantities of water from the hydrants. Motorists
are urged to watch for vehicles and workers engaged in this work and reduce speeds
accordingly. Please call Suez at 324-9235 with any questions or concerns.

Absent voter ballots applications can be obtained:
»
»
»

at portagemi.gov/229 or at michigan.gov/vote;
by calling the Office of the City Clerk at 329-4511;
by visiting the Office of the City Clerk on Saturday, May 1 from 8 AM - 4 PM.

Absentee ballot applications and completed ballots can be deposited in either of the two
secure ballot drop boxes or the Treasury night drop box – all located at Portage City Hall.
For this election, the City of Portage has 14 open voting locations. Where you vote depends
on where you live. If you are unsure of your polling location, visit the Michigan Voter
Information Center at michigan.gov/vote or contact the Office of the City Clerk at 329-4511.
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The City of Portage partners with Kalamazoo in Bloom each year to plant and maintain flower beds in the City
Centre area. Volunteers are needed to assist with two important tasks to create a beautiful display of summer
blooms for residents and visitors to enjoy.

Romence Road

April 4

April 7

City Centre Flower Planting Volunteer Opportunities

East Milham Avenue
Portage Road

April 5

Lovers Lane

April 6

April 14

South Westnedge Avenue

Oakland Drive

Kilgore Road / City Limits

Flower Planting Days: Volunteers are needed on Wednesday, May 19 through
Friday, May 21, 9 AM - 12 PM to plant annual flowers and mulch the City Centre
flower beds. Bring a trowel, gloves, and bucket, if possible − extras will be on
hand. View complete details and pre-register at kalamazooinbloom.org. Check
in and on-site registration begins at 9 AM each day. Water and snacks will be
provided by Kalamazoo in Bloom!
Adopt-a-Bed: Volunteers are needed to “adopt-a-bed” in the Portage City Centre
area. Adopters care for an assigned bed each week throughout the season,
weeding and deadheading as necessary. Watering will be provided by the city.
Bed adopters receive recognition with their name displayed on a flower bed sign.
To volunteer for either opportunity or for more information, visit
Bloom at 548-6232.

City Limits

TO SLOW THE SPREAD OF COVID-19, CITY OF PORTAGE OFFICES ARE
OPEN BY APPOINTMENT ONLY. TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT,
PLEASE CALL THE APPROPRIATE CITY DEPARTMENT.
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City Manager

329-4400

Police Division

329-4567

City Assessor

329-4433

Public Information

324-9230

City Clerk

329-4511

Public Works

329-4444

Community Development 329-4477

Technology Services

324-9269

Finance

329-4534

Purchasing/Risk Mgmt

324-9284

Fire Division

329-4487

Senior Center

329-4555

Human Resources

329-4533

Transportation & Utilities 329-4422

Parks & Recreation

329-4522

Treasury

329-4455

Portage City Council

The City Manager

Televised City Meetings

Portage City Council meetings are held twice a month on
Tuesdays at 7 PM. In response to COVID-19 restrictions
and in accordance with the Open Meetings Act, all public
meetings are currently being conducted remotely.

The City Manager is responsible for the day-to-day operations of
the city. Citizens are encouraged to contact the City Manager with
concerns or complaints about city services by calling Complaint
Resolution at 329-4404 or by visiting reportit.portagemi.gov.

City Council, Planning Commission and Zoning Board of
Appeals meetings can be viewed live on Charter channel
995 and AT&T channel 99. All meetings can be viewed via
live streaming at portagemi.gov/205.

APRIL 2020
1
12
13
15
27
Mayor Patricia M. Randall
(269) 993-2311
patricia.randall@portagemi.gov

Mayor Pro Tem Jim Pearson
(269) 303-5459
jim.pearson@portagemi.gov

Chris Burns
(708) 710-3102
chris.burns@portagemi.gov

Lori Knapp
(269) 324-0178
lori.knapp@portagemi.gov

7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM

Planning Commission Meeting
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
City Council Meeting
Planning Commission Meeting
City Council Meeting

The Portager
The Portager is the official publication of the City of Portage,
used to inform residents of city services and events, as well
as city projects that have significance to Portage citizens.
The newsletter is published monthly and delivered to every
mailbox in the 49002 and 49024 zip codes.

Vic Ledbetter
(269) 330-6404
vic.ledbetter@portagemi.gov

Claudette Reid
(269) 491-9725
claudette.reid@portagemi.gov

Terry R. Urban
(269) 323-8160
terry.urban@portagemi.gov

Joseph La Margo, City Manager
(269) 329-4400
lamargoj@portagemi.gov

This month’s front and back cover photo features Stuart
Manor at the Celery Flats Historical Area.
PORTAGER Editor
Mary Beth Block | blockm@portagemi.gov

A Natural Place to Move

facebook.com/CityofPortageMI

portagemi.gov
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