
JUNE 2024

A Natural Place to Move PORTAGER Newsletter   |   JUNE 2024 portagemi.gov

A Message from Mayor 
Patricia M. Randall
“From chaos to calm,” is how I viewed our 
city’s response to the tornadoes on May 7, 
2024. The twisters traveled eleven miles in 

twenty-two minutes leaving a trail of destruction to homes, 
businesses, trees, and utility poles along its indiscriminate 
course. We have all been kept up to date by the local and 
national media in the days since the devastating event. 
News crews have reported stories of the loss of property 
along with photos and videos of the worst hit sites. If a 
picture can convey a thousand words, we have all witnessed 
the equivalent of volumes of damage up close and personal. 

If there was a silver lining to the destruction, it was that 
not a single life was lost. That miraculous news was what 
propelled us forward together, as a city. Now that the media 
has moved on to other stories in distant places, I would like 
to share a Portage-centric view of the city’s response and 
how we put years of training and drills into practical use. 

Immediately following the second tornado, an Emergency 
Response Team was assembled consisting of the leadership 
within City Hall and our Department of Public Safety. It 
was definitely an all-hands-on-deck process. Our team 
immediately took charge of the situation and worked 
together quite calmly, I may add. 

Damage assessment was the first step, but the impending 
darkness, rain, and fog that first night complicated it. 
Police officers went door to door offering assistance and 
immediate shelter within the Portage Zhang Senior Center. 
In the early morning hours, all vital city staff had reported to 

assist within their given area of expertise. As the sun rose on 
a new day, assessment went into full gear. Re-confirmation 
of the fact that there were no fatalities and only a handful of 
injuries rallied our spirits and allowed all involved to focus 
on addressing property damage.

Consumers Energy reported that over 21,000 customers were 
without power. As inconvenient as that can be to a household, 
the city had real concerns. A large number of our most import-
ant safety measures were inoperable, including the following: 

	» Twenty-one traffic signals
	» Eight intersections with broken poles and mast arms
	» Five public water well fields 
	» Thirty-one sanitary sewer lift stations  

To ensure public safety, we had to take immediate action 
to restore the infrastructure critical to residents’ well-being 
regardless of cost. With the aid of Severance Electric and Veolia 
staff, our systems were restored in record time. Only three 
minor accidents occurred at intersections without signals, 
which can be attributed to the patience of our drivers. Not a 
single household had sewage issues or unclean water because 
portable generators were moved from one station to the next 
throughout that night and the following days. As generators 
became available to rent or borrow, the lift became lighter.

Extensive tree removal enabled us to open all major 
roads within twenty-four hours. Restoring the trail system 
required four days due to complications caused by five 
fallen utility poles. All trails are now open, except our 
beloved Celery Flats, which received extensive damage to 
the historical buildings. 

The pickup of natural debris commenced immediately to 
clean up our roadsides, parks, cemeteries, and residents’ 

properties. All remaining debris will be sorted and picked 
up until cleanup is complete. I’d like to thank the hundreds 
of volunteers who answered the call in our time of need to 
help with the cleanup effort. Team Rubicon volunteers came 
from afar, stayed on cots in the Portage Zhang Senior Center 
for two weeks, and were fed by numerous organizations.

We know cleanup will be expensive: estimates total at least 
two million dollars. “Reserve” funds will pay the bills thanks to 
smart planning by the Council and staff. I declared a “State of 
Emergency” the evening of the tornadoes, primarily to trigger 
state and/or federal reimbursement of storm-related expenses. 
I am optimistic that this will happen, but patience is required 
as we navigate the various government processes. Insurance 
will cover the additional three million dollars in damage to our 
buildings, traffic signals, street lights, fences, etc. 

Technology is great, especially when it works: our 
PortageAlert was picked up on many types of devices 
from here to as far away as a river cruise in Europe. Our 
investment in the PortageAlert system and neighborhood 
sirens paid off; those lacking the devices to receive alerts 
were still able to hear the city’s alarms and seek shelter. 

Many people do not fully understand all of the things that 
our city government is responsible for. The recent tornadoes 
highlighted many of them. The infrastructure we manage 
requires tax dollars to plan, maintain, and improve. Know 
that your investment in our community is well-managed. 
When the tornadoes hit, we were ready.  Once they had 
passed, we acted.  I am immensely proud of our city, 
residents, volunteers, and staff.  

Here’s my standing ovation, People of Portage!

– Patricia M. Randall

New Budget Includes Utility Rate Increases
As outlined in the article to the left, the City Council approved 
water and sewer rate increases to take effect on July 1, 2024. 
Despite these adjustments, the cost remains low, with three 
gallons of water delivered to the customer’s tap for just a 
penny and the removal of two gallons of wastewater costing 
slightly more than a penny. 

These increases are necessary based on a combination 
of a mature water system with a low percentage of new 
customers, reduced demand due to existing customers 
installing low-flow devices, and the necessity to construct 
significant system improvements. Furthermore, continued 
double-digit increases in sewage treatment costs from the 
City of Kalamazoo and inflationary pressure also contribute.

Based on findings from the University of Michigan Statewide 
Water Affordability Assessment, the inflation-adjusted 
average water expenses in Michigan have soared by 188% 
since 1980, with certain cities witnessing increases of up to 
320%. When we extend this analysis to Portage, the escalation 
in water costs has been a modest 107%.

According to the same study, “Between 6.59% and 10.75% of 
households across Michigan struggle with water bills.” If you 
need assistance paying your water bill, visit portagemi.gov/195 
to view assistance resources.

Water Saving Hints
	» Check your toilet twice a year for leaks, which can be almost 

undetectable to the naked eye and can add significantly to 
your utility bill. Check your toilets by adding 5 drops of dark 
food coloring to the tank. Wait 20 minutes and survey the 
bowl. If colored water appears, you have a leaky toilet.

	» Don’t let your water run when you brush your teeth, wash 
dishes, or your car.

	» Water your lawn in the early morning or plant water-
efficient landscaping. Ensure that your irrigation is watering 
your lawn and not the sidewalk, driveway, or street.

	» Take a shorter shower.
	» Run only full loads of dishes and clothes.
	» Install low-flow plumbing fixtures.

City Council Adopts Balanced 
Budget for Fiscal Year 2024-2025
On May 28, 2024, the Portage City Council took a 
significant step forward in fortifying the city’s financial 
future by adopting the Fiscal Year 2024-2025 budget 
proposed by the City Administration. The budget:

	» Maintains the city tax rate (millage) at 10.6400 mills;
	» Maintains the City Council prescribed fund balance 

for the General Fund of at least 20% of General Fund 
expenditures; and

	» Preserves the City of Portage position in the lower 20% 
of Michigan cities with populations between 30,000 
and 70,000 in millage level. 

Totaling 25 funds, the City of Portage budget outlines 
planned expenditures totaling nearly $103 million. 
Notably, the General Fund allocation is close to  $35.5, 
marking an increase of approximately $4.4 million (14%) 
compared to the preceding fiscal year. Within the General 
Fund, provisions have been made for various essential 
initiatives, including a new business façade improvement 
program, enhanced inclusion support efforts, additional 
employee positions, cost of living adjustments, and other 
necessary inflationary expenses.

The Fiscal Year 2024-2025 Capital Improvement Program 
(CIP) budget contains projects totaling $26.5 million, reflect-
ing a $2.5 million (10%) increase from the previous year. Key 
projects in the CIP budget include major street reconstruc-
tion, development of the City Marketplace & Farmers Market, 
a crucial water project on Meredith Street, upgrades to the 
City Hall parking lot, and renovations to lift stations.

To address the needs of essential services, expenditures 
within the Water and Sewer funds have increased to $19.6 
million, reflecting a $586,219 (3%) rise from the previous 
year. Factors contributing to this increase include higher 
sewer treatment charges from the City of Kalamazoo and 
a mandatory trunk sewer video inspection. Consequently, 
the City Council has approved a 6.22% increase in water 

charges and a 10.05% rate increase in sewer charges, 
resulting in a combined rate hike of 8.44%. For the typical 
residential customer, this translates to an additional 
monthly expense of $5.86, or $0.19 per day (see article to 
the right).

Expenditures from the Streets Fund total just over $10 
million, an increase of nearly $1.7 million (19.5%) compared 
to the previous year. The uptick predominantly stems 
from transferring the Streets Fund fund balance, totaling 
$1.63 million, to the CIP fund. This transfer will specifically 
support the vital Meredith Street reconstruction project.

Debt management remains a critical aspect of Portage’s 
financial strategy, with previous efforts resulting in a 
notable reduction in municipal debt over the past 16 years. 
Since Fiscal Year 2007-2008, the city has decreased its debt 
burden from $105 million to an anticipated $47.5 million by 
the end of Fiscal Year 2023-2024, representing a remarkable 
55% reduction. This achievement has been instrumental in 
securing and retaining the city’s Standard and Poor’s AA+ 
rating. Looking ahead, the focus for Fiscal Year 2024-2025 is 
to further reduce the overall debt balance to $45.96 million.

The City of Portage has also witnessed significant growth 
in its Total Taxable Value, reaching $2.769 million, the 
highest in its history, marking a notable increase of 
6.79% from the previous year. With this surge, Portage 
maintains its status as the municipality with the largest 
tax base in Kalamazoo County.

The Fiscal Year 2024-2025 budget upholds the city’s 
commitment to prudent financial management, ensuring 
that General Fund revenue aligns with expenditures. 
Approved by the Council, this budget is a responsible 
and robust financial roadmap, addressing community 
needs while positioning Portage to navigate future 
financial challenges effectively.

Net Change to Typical Portage Residential Customer
 Change Sewer Water Combined

 Per Month $4.04 $1.82 $5.86

 Per Day $0.13 $0.06 $0.19

https://www.portagemi.gov/195
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Speak Up: Share Your Thoughts on 
the Master Plan
Over the past 18 months, the City of Portage has been 
working to update its Master Plan as required by the 
Michigan Planning Enabling Act of 2008. A city’s Master 
Plan is intended to be an expression of what the community 
wants to become in the future, and it should be a 
dependable policy guide for decision-making and action. 

The draft Portage Forward Together 2045 Master Plan, 
now available for public review at ForwardTogether.portagemi.gov, 
includes an updated future land use plan, among other 
planning elements, intended to respond to the current and 
future needs of the city. 

Now in the final stage of updating the master plan, the City 
of Portage has opened a 63-day public comment period, 
beginning June 4. To help facilitate understanding of the 
draft Master Plan during this public comment period, 
Portage residents and property owners are invited to a 
Master Plan Public Meeting on June 24 from 6:30 
to 8 PM at the Portage Zhang Senior Center 
(203 East Centre Avenue). Learn about the 
draft Master Plan, ask questions, and 
submit feedback. The presentation will 
begin at 6:30 PM with an overview of 
the draft Master Plan.

Following the draft Master Plan public 
comment period, a formal Public 
Hearing will be held by the Portage 
Planning Commission in late Summer 
2024. If you wish to submit comments but 
are unable to attend the June 24 Master Plan 

Public Meeting, visit ForwardTogether.portagemi.gov or email 
your comments to zhaob@portagemi.gov. 

Throughout the 18-month planning process, the City of 
Portage has engaged the Portage community – residents, 

key stakeholders, and the Planning Commission – 
through various working sessions, surveys, and 

open houses. Continued public input is 
instrumental in elevating the quality of 

planning for the community, ensuring 
that our public choices resonate with 
the diverse needs of Portage. 

Stay up to date and visit the project 
website at ForwardTogether.portagemi.gov. 
Track the progress to date, read the 

completed plan sections, continue to 
share more ideas and comments, and use 

the “Keep Me Updated” tab of the project 
website to stay informed.

City Has Home Improvement 
Funding Available
Take action by replacing and updating worn-out or even 
tornado-damaged components of your home. Income-
qualified homeowners can apply for a 0% forgivable loan 
for “a necessary” home improvement. Loans are available 
on a first-come, first-served basis for as long as funding is 
available. Improvement examples include the replacement 
of roofing, furnace, or leaking pipes; repair of a foundation; 
electrical updates to install GFCI outlets; city water and 
sewer hook-ups, accessibility ramps, and energy efficiency 
improvements. Call us to inquire!

Emergency Home Repair Funding
We know to call 9-1-1 if there is a fire or life-threatening 
situation in our home. But what do you do when your 
furnace or water heater suddenly breaks, when the 
plumbing pipe bursts, or when another immediate situation 
– like a tornado –  arises? Homeowners can contact the
Department of Community Development at 324-9280
before any work is done and inquire about emergency
funding assistance. Reimbursements are not eligible. Staff
will quickly partner with homeowners to assist with the
necessary paperwork, contractor assistance, and follow-up
as needed to address the emergency. Eligibility includes
manufactured homeowners.

Income eligibility is established by HUD (see requirements 
below). All loans are forgivable subject to the terms of the 
loan agreement. No work will be paid for retroactively.

Household Size Maximum Annual Income

1 Person $56,450

2 Person $64,500

3 Person $72,550

4 Person $80,600

Please call the Department of Community Development at 
324-9280 for additional information.

Board of Review to Meet in July
The City of Portage Board of Review will meet at City 
Hall (7900 South Westnedge Avenue) on Tuesday, July 
16, 2024, at 9 AM until the board completes its business. 
The July Board of Review aims to address clerical errors 
and mutual mistakes of fact related to real and personal 
property assessments. 

Requests for Poverty Exemptions will also be considered 
at this time. Download a Poverty Exemption Application 
at portagemi.gov/156. The City Assessor should receive 
completed Poverty Exemption Applications no later than 
12 PM on Friday, July 5, 2024, to be considered at the July 
Board of Review. The Office of the City Assessor must 
receive all other forms, written appeals, and requests by 
5:30 PM on Monday, July 15, 2024.

Any clerical errors or mutual mistakes of fact that need to 
be presented to the board can be scheduled by calling 
329-4433 or by visiting the Office of the City Assessor
before the meeting.

The forms mentioned in this article can also be obtained 
by visiting the Office of the City Assessor at City Hall, 
Monday through Thursday, 7:30 AM to 5:30 PM, and Friday 
from 8 AM to 12 PM.

All forms, written appeals, and requests may be mailed, 
e-mailed, dropped off at the Office of the City Assessor, or
placed in the drop box at City Hall.

Office of the City Assessor
7900 South Westnedge Ave, Portage, MI 49002
E-mail:  assessingdept@portagemi.gov	
Phone: 329-4433

Curbside Brush Collection Program
The City of Portage July curbside brush collection 
program will begin on Monday, July 1.  In light of the 
May 7 tornadoes in Portage, some of the program 
requirements have been lifted within the tornado-
affected areas.

Program Reminders
» Branches must be between 4 and 6 feet long.

» Branches should be less than 3 inches in diameter.  (Lifted 
within the tornado-affected areas.)

» Residents are asked to place brush at the curbside by 7
AM on the designated Monday for the collection zone.
Crews will not return to pick up items placed out late.

» Each street will be cleared one time and each zone will be
cleared within its designated week.

» Crews make every effort to minimize lawn damage
resulting from the use of heavy equipment for the
collection process. To reduce the risk of lawn damage,
brush may be placed directly onto the street, but must
not obstruct traffic or pedestrian use of the roadway,
including bike lanes.

» A small amount of debris may be left after the brush is

removed; citizens are asked to assist with the cleanup of 
the leftover debris.

» Residents are reminded that the collection of materials
in each zone BEGINS on Monday. Materials may not be
collected on Monday; however, each zone will be cleared
of materials by the end of the designated collection week.

What Will Not Be Collected?
» Brush and branches generated from the removal of a tree

with a trunk greater than 4 inches in diameter. (Lifted 
within the tornado-affected areas.)

» No parts of a whole tree removed will be collected.
(Lifted within the tornado-affected areas.)

» Brush and branches generated from professional tree
removal services. (Lifted within the tornado-affected 
areas.)

» Firewood, lumber, building materials, or railroad ties.

» Roots, tree stumps, or vines.

» Grass clippings, flowers, weeds, garden materials, leaves,
or ornamental grasses.

» Items placed curbside after 7 AM on Monday of the
designated week.

The Quarterly Curbside Brush Collection Program is not 
performed for commercial establishments, churches, or 
schools, or on private streets (unless every property owner on 
a private street has signed an indemnification form). Residents 
on private streets within the tornado-affected areas may 
place materials at the curb on the nearest public street.

Questions? Call the Department of Public Works at 329-4444.
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July 2024 Curbside Brush Collection Schedule

For more information visit 
our website:  
kalcounty.com/hhw 
or call 269-373-5211.
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Thanks to Kalamazoo In Bloom!
The Portage City Centre has been transformed into 
a showcase of colorful floral displays. The City of 
Portage partners with Kalamazoo in Bloom (KIB) 
to plant locally grown flowers and plants in public 
spaces to beautify the community and celebrate 
the KIB’s 40th Anniversary. Volunteers have already 
planted thousands of flowers and plants in the City 
Centre and will keep busy all summer weeding and 
maintaining flower beds along Library Lane, Veteran’s 
Memorial Park, the City Centre, and City Hall. 
Volunteers will also maintain containers and hanging 
baskets in various locations throughout the city. 

This service is provided by the Kalamazoo County Household 
Hazardous Waste Center at no additional fee through a City 
of Portage dedicated, voter-approved millage. 

mailto:zhaob@portagemi.gov
https://www.portagemi.gov/156/Property-Tax-Forms
mailto:Assessingdept@portagemi.gov
https://city-of-portage-mi-master-plan-hlplanning.hub.arcgis.com/
https://city-of-portage-mi-master-plan-hlplanning.hub.arcgis.com/
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REGISTER NOW!

Portage Parks & Recreation Events, Camps & Classes
1,000 Acres. 20 Parks. One City.
To find out more and register online, visit mypark.portagemi.gov 
and click the REGISTER NOW! button.

Portage Zhang  Senior Center Events, Activities & Classes   
Explore More. Have Fun. Live Well.
Find us at 203 East Centre Avenue   |    mypzsc.portagemi.gov   |    To find out more or to register, call 329-4555

Experience a vital, vibrant community offering a wide variety of services and activities that match the needs of active 
older adults.  Membership at the PZSC is open to anyone over the age of 50.  Portage residency is not required.  All events 
are held at the Portage Zhang Senior Center unless otherwise noted.

Birding Workshop 
Enjoy a presentation from Russ Schipper of the Audubon 
Society of Kalamazoo. Discover different types of birds and 
see taxidermy birds up close! This program is designed for 
students ages 8 to 12. Space is limited for this program with 
a maximum of 35 participants.

	» Wednesday, June 12, 10 - 11 AM 
	» Schrier Park (850 West Osterhout Avenue) 
	» $10 per participant (Registration required) 

Summer Concert Series: The Spazmatics 
Make memories with your 
friends and family at the Summer 
Concert Series. Bring a chair or 
blanket with you for lawn seating 
and leave yourself a little room 
to dance and get your groove 
on! The Spazmatics brings all the awesome sounds, styles, 
and way cool dance steps from the 1980s decade we’d 
love to forget. Their musical talent combined with creative 
expression will bring you an unforgettable, purely energetic 
entertainment-filled evening. Remember to bring your 
Velcro wallet from the ‘80s for on-site food trucks. 

	» Thursday, June 13, 7 PM 
	» Overlander Bandshell (7810 Shaver Road)
	» FREE (No registration required)

Juneteenth Celebration 
Celebrate the legacy and long-celebrated holiday of 
Juneteenth. Participate in self-led reflection, activities, and 
learning at Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Park. Honor Dr. Martin 
Luther King Junior’s legacy, explore a “Garden of Hope,” 
enjoy landscape corridors, reflect on meditative benches 
under young shade trees, and view the interpretive kiosk.

	» Monday, June 17 - Friday, June 21, during normal park hours 
	» Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Park (1000 MLK Drive) 
	» FREE (No registration required) 

IdeaWorx: Start Your Business 
Transform your business dream into reality! Ready to launch 
your business, but not sure how to get started? Experts from 
the Small Business Development Center are ready to help. This 
workshop offers a setting to explore topics such as writing an 
impactful business plan, how to evaluate market potential, and 
exploring ways to finance your dream. Learn about research 

strategies to help your business grow and thrive. This class is 
designed for entrepreneurs looking to write a business plan, or 
who want to fine-tune and improve an already existing plan.

	» Thursday, June 20, 6 - 8:30 PM 
	» Portage Parks & Recreation (320 Library Lane) 
	» $40 per person (Registration required) 

Wellness Workshop: Sound ‘Scapes with Wind 
Willow Consortium
Experience a community-based, sound 
immersion journey with Wind Willow 
Consortium to learn about the positive 
benefits of sound therapy. Enjoy a relaxing 
time away from everyday stressors and an informational and 
melodic journey using a variety of instruments. This harmonic 
experience promotes relaxation and well-being and can be a 
powerful way to release stress. A question-and-answer session 
will take place after the program for participants. Water, yoga 
mats, and chairs will be provided for this workshop. Participants 
may bring a blanket, pillow, or cushion if they desire. This 
program is designed for ages 12+; participants between 
the ages of 12 and 15 must be accompanied by an adult or 
chaperone. Maximum of 40 participants.

	» Friday, June 21, 6:30 - 8:30 PM 
	» Portage Parks & Recreation (320 Library Lane) 
	» $10 per participant (Registration required. Ages 12 and up) 

Adult Softball Slow-Pitch League: Session II
Catering to both co-ed teams on Mondays 
and Tuesdays and men’s teams on Wednes-
days and Thursdays, our league provides a 
fantastic opportunity for players of all skill levels to engage in 
friendly competition. Whether you are a seasoned softball 
enthusiast or a newcomer looking for a fun way to stay active, 
our league offers a welcoming and inclusive environment. 
Experience the joy of softball in the heart of our city. Sign up 
today at CityBallPortage.com and be part of the excitement! 

	» June 24 - August 30 (Registration required by June 14) 

Friday at the Flats
Join us on the fourth Friday of every month, May through 
August, for dinner and experience a range of food trucks 
and live, local musicians. Seating is limited, but lawn space is 
plentiful, so bring a blanket or chair. Connect with your family 
and friends at Celery Flats through food, live music, and fun.

	» Friday, June 28, 4:30 - 8:30 PM 
	» Celery Flats Pavilion (7335 Garden Lane) 
	» FREE (No registration required) 

Movies in the Park: Top Gun
Wind down with your family in the park, under the stars, 
for this FREE family entertainment event at the Celery Flats 
Historical Area. The movies start at dusk around 9 PM or 
shortly after depending on the sunset that evening. Bring 
a blanket or chair for lawn seating. Don’t forget to stop by 
the Friday at the Flats event before the movie (4:30 to 8:30 
PM) for a bite to eat from local food trucks or bring your own 
snacks for the movie.

	» Friday, June 28 at Dusk (approximately 9 PM)
	» Celery Flats Historical Area (7335 Garden Lane) 
	» FREE (No registration required)

Portage Farmers Market: Fresh Fun for Everyone!
Summer is here, bringing 
delicious food and fun at 
the Portage Farmers Market. 
June is the prime time for 
locally grown strawberries, 
salad greens, cherries, 
peas, and garlic scapes! Enjoy artisan bakery items, locally 
produced eggs, meats, cheeses, syrups, jams, honey, gourmet 
mushrooms, and beautifully handcrafted works from local 
artists and crafters.

Experience live music from different local artists each week 
in June, including Dennis Martin, Mike Talbot, Dana Scott, 
Fireglow, and Charlie Mench. Grab a cup of coffee and 
savor a bite to eat from one of our hot food vendors while 
enjoying the live music. Whether you’re craving a pasty or a 
freshly prepared taco, we have something for everyone.

Portage Farmers Market accepts SNAP/EBT, Double Up 
Food Bucks, Senior Project Fresh, and WIC. Visit the Market 
Manager booth for more information.

The Portage Farmers Market is Fresh. Rain or Shine.Fresh. Rain or Shine. every 
Sunday from 9 AM to 1 PM, now through October 13, at City 
Hall, 7900 South Westnedge Avenue. Make the market part 
of your Sunday routine!

Follow us on Facebook @PortageMarketMI or Instagram 
@PortageMarket, visit farmersmarket.portagemi.gov, email 
farmmkt@portagemi.gov, or call 329-4421. 

Memory Café presented by

The memory cafe is designed 
to bring together individuals with memory loss and their 
care partners to socialize, share experiences, and engage in 
activities that promote cognitive function. Experience a safe 
and supportive environment where participants can connect 
with others facing similar challenges. Activities may include 
arts and crafts, music and singing, games, and storytelling. 
The goal of the memory cafe is to improve socialization, 
reduce isolation, and promote overall well-being for 
individuals with memory loss and their caregivers.  Space is 
limited.

	» June 12, 10 - 11:30 AM
	» FREE and open to the public (Registration required)

Frauds and Scams 2024
Presented by Kalamazoo County Sheriff’s Office

This session educates people about fraudulent 
activities and scams prevalent in Kalamazoo 

County. Lieutenant Baker will discuss online scams, phishing 
attacks, identity theft, and fraudulent investment schemes 
and how these activities have directly impacted victims in 
Kalamazoo County. Learn about the latest tactics used by 
fraudsters and how to protect yourself from falling prey. Gain 
a better understanding of the risks associated with fraudulent 
activities and learn how to avoid becoming a victim. 

	» Wednesday, June 26, 2 - 4 PM
	» FREE and open to the public (Registration required)

Travel Presentation – Premier World Discovery
Join Tracey Schenk of Premier World Discovery to learn 
about the fun and exciting trips offered through Premier 
World Discovery for 2024 & 2025. Learn about Great Trains 
& Grand Canyons, New Orleans Holiday, and Music Cities 
Christmas, Costa Rica, Puerto Vallarta, Sunny San Diego & 
So Cal Highlights, England, Scotland & Wales, and National 
Parks & Canyons of the Southwest! Space is limited. 

	» Thursday, June 27, 3 - 5 PM
	» FREE (Registration required)

Blood Pressure Clinic 
Absolute Home Care and Medical Staffing generously offers 
Blood Pressure Clinics in the Wellness Room at the PZSC. 
Anyone is welcome! 

	» June 11 & 25, 10 AM – 12 PM
	» FREE (Registration available | Drop-ins welcome)

Exploring Grief Through Books & Movies
The Collected Regrets of Clover by Mikki Brammer

This quarterly workshop explores themes of 
grief, loss, and resilience through books and 
movies. Each four-week session will focus 
on a specific book or movie. Participants will 
watch portions of the selected movie as a 
group and then engage in a group discussion 
led by a Centrica Care Navigators grief counselor. 

	» Mondays, July 8, 15, 22, 29, 11 AM - 12 PM
	» FREE and open to the public (Registration required)

mailto:farmmkt@portagemi.gov
https://portagemi.gov/266/Senior-Citizen-Services
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Terry R. Urban 
(269) 323-8160 

terry.urban@portagemi.gov

Mayor Patricia M. Randall 
(269) 329-4400 

patricia.randall@portagemi.gov

Chris Burns 
(708) 710-3102 

chris.burns@portagemi.gov

Mayor Pro Tem Jim Pearson 
(269) 303-5459 

councilmemberjp@portagemi.gov

Portage City Council
Portage City Council meetings are held twice 
a month on Tuesdays at 6 PM at Portage City 
Hall (7900 South Westnedge Avenue) in Council 
Chambers and are always open to the public. 

The City Manager
The City Manager is responsible for the day-to-day operations of  
the city.  Citizens are encouraged to contact the City Manager  
with concerns or complaints about city services by visiting  

reportit.portagemi.gov or by calling Complaint Resolution at 329-4404.

PORTAGER Editor 
Mary Beth Block   |   blockm@portagemi.gov

Vic Ledbetter 
(269) 330-6404

vic.ledbetter@portagemi.gov
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Patrick McGinnis, City Manager 
(269) 329-4400 

mcginnip@portagemi.gov

Nicole Miller 
(269) 924-1901 

nicole.miller@portagemi.gov

Jihan Ain Young 
(269) 759-0323  

jihan.young@portagemi.gov

Televised City Meetings
City Council, Planning Commission, and Zoning Board of 
Appeals meetings can be viewed live on Spectrum 
channel 995 and AT&T channel 99.  All meetings can be 
viewed via live streaming at  portagemi.gov/205. 

JUNE 2024
	 10	 7:00 PM	 Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting 
	 11	 6:00 PM	 City Council Meeting
	 20	 7:00 PM	 Planning Commission Meeting
	 25	 6:00 PM	 City Council Meeting

The Portager
The Portager is the official publication of the City of Portage, 
used to inform residents of city services and events, as well 
as city projects that have significance to Portage citizens.  
The newsletter is published monthly and delivered to every 
mailbox in the 49002 and 49024 zip codes.

This month’s front and back cover photo features Stuart 
Manor in the Celery Flats Historical Area.

United in Recovery After the Storm
It’s been just over a month since an EF-2 tornado struck 
Portage on May 7, 2024. Living in the Midwest, we 
understand the risks of tornadoes, but experiencing one in 
our city was a shock. The memories of that Tuesday evening 
will stay with us for a long time.

#ForwardTogether and #PortageCares are more than just 
hashtags. They represent our community’s resilience and 
collective effort to recover and heal. The overwhelming 
support from near and far has been heartening. Neighbors 
helping neighbors, volunteers from across the country 
bunking in Portage, and generous donations of supplies 
and funds have made a significant impact (see the list to the 
right). Our community’s response has been nothing short 
of extraordinary and the outpouring of support has been a 
testament to our strength and unity.

Despite this, the journey to recovery and normalcy will be 
long and challenging for some. If you need assistance, the 
City of Portage is here to help. If we can’t provide the help 
you need, we will connect you with agencies that can. 

Visit our Tornado Recovery Resources web page at  
portagemi.gov/927 or scan the QR code below. There, you 

can find FAQs, community resources, and the latest city 
announcements. If you can’t find the answer to your 
question, please call the Office of the City Manager at 
329-4400.

City Closing Notices
Non-emergency city offices will be closed 
on the following dates:

Juneteenth
	» Wednesday, June 19

Independence Day
	» Thursday, July 4

In the aftermath of the devastating tornado that struck 
our city, we have been deeply moved by the outpouring 
of support from countless organizations and individuals. 
Your swift and selfless actions have been instrumental in 
our recovery, providing not only physical aid but also the 
strength and hope we needed to rebuild.

To the local and national organizations, first responders, 
volunteers, and every individual who lent a hand, offered 
a kind word, or donated resources – thank you. Your 
dedication and compassion have shown us the true 
meaning of community and resilience.

We are profoundly grateful for your efforts and the lasting 
impact you have made. Together, we are stronger, and 
together, we will continue to rebuild and thrive.

	» Abonmarche
	» Advia Credit Union
	» After the Storm
	» American Arbor
	» American Red Cross
	» Bare Beauty Salon & Spa
	» BSA Troop 211 - Portage
	» BSA Troop 161 - Mattawan
	» Carleton Equipment
	» Charles and Lynn Zhang
	» Charles River Labs
	» Chick-Fil-A
	» City BBQ
	» City of Battle Creek
	» City of Kalamazoo
	» Clark Logic
	» College H.U.N.K.S.
	» Community Action
	» Community Healing Centers
	» Consumers Energy
	» CT Electric Services
	» Cummins Sales and Service
	» Disability Network
	» Gibson Insurance Agency
	» Gilbert and Ivy Bookshop
	» Girl Scout Troop 80396
	» Goodwill
	» Green Bay Packaging
	» Gryphon Place 211
	» Gull Lake Sewer Authority

	» H&H Property Management
	» Hadaway Cleaning & Restoration
	» Harding’s Friendly Market 
	» Healthy Babies Healthy Start
	» Home Depot
	» Hope Animal Assisted Crisis 
Response
	» Housing Resources, Inc.
	» Integrated Services of Kalamazoo
	» Jimmy Johns
	» Kalamazoo Community Foundation
	» Kalamazoo County and Board of 
Commissioners
	» Kalamazoo County Area Agency 
on Aging
	» Kalamazoo County Health & 
Community Services
	» Kalamazoo County ID Program
	» Kalamazoo County McKinney 
Vento
	» Kalamazoo Excavating
	» Kalamazoo First Assembly of God
	» Kalamazoo Humane Society
	» Kalamazoo Landscape Supplies
	» Kalamazoo Neighborhood 
Housing Services
	» Katie Weyenberg
	» Loaves and Fishes
	» Lutheran Disaster Relief Services
	» McAllisters

	» McDonald’s
	» Meijer
	» Michigan Department of Health & 
Human Services
	» Michigan Department of 
Insurance and Financial Services
	» Michigan Department of 
Transportation 
	» Michigan State Police
	» Michigan Top Producers Real 
Estate Group
	» Michigan Unemployment 
Insurance Agency
	» Michigan Works
	» Mulder’s Moving
	» OsborneKlein
	» Parker Fluid System Connectors
	» Parker Hannifin
	» Perceptive Controls
	» Perrigo
	» Plastics by Design, Inc.
	» Portage Community Center
	» Portage Lions Club
	» Portage Rotary Club
	» Preservation Tree Care
	» Radiant Church
	» RBI Business Group 
	» Ridderman Oil
	» Road Commission of Kalamazoo 
County

	» Roe-Comm
	» Ron’s Beans 
	» S&T Landscape Services
	» Salvation Army
	» ServPro
	» Severence Electric
	» Skinny Kenny’s BBQ & Ice Cream
	» St. Vincent de Paul
	» Steensma Lawn & Power Equipment 
	» Stryker
	» Team Rubicon
	» Tractor Supply
	» Translation Services
	» Tropical Smoothie Café
	» Two Men and a Truck
	» United Way
	» Upsilon Epsilon Chapter of Sigma 
Nursing Honor Society
	» Valley Family Church
	» Veolia
	» Village of Vicksburg
	» Visiting Angels
	» Walmart
	» Wedel’s
	» World Renew Disaster Response 
Services
	» YMCA
	» Zoetis

Thank You!Thank You!

https://www.portagemi.gov/927
https://www.portagemi.gov/205
https://www.portagemi.gov/859/Report-It



