


CITY OF PORTAGE HUMAN SERVICES BOARD
Minutes of the Meeting –April 3, 2025
Conference Room 1

[bookmark: _Hlk192165499][bookmark: _Hlk176504136]CALL TO ORDER:  The City of Portage Human Services Board meeting of April 3, 2025, was called to order by Vice-Chairperson Candace Wise, at 5:36 p.m. in Conference Room 1, Portage City Hall, 7900 S. Westnedge Avenue, Portage MI.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Vice Chair Candace Wise, Ashley Vosburgh, Pamela Kanouse, Martha Perry, Nicole Najar, Chelsea Huber, Dan Damaska, Julie Pryor

MEMBERS ABSENT: Chairperson Brooke Kolodzieczyk
[bookmark: _Hlk184376422]
STAFF PRESENT: Tina Perry

[bookmark: _Hlk126258496]APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The Minutes of March 6, 2025, were approved by a motion made by Pamela Kanouse, supported by Chelsea Huber. The motion passed unanimously, 8-0.

NEW BUSINESS: 
In person updates from The Fair Housing Center of Southwest MI. Kelley Kellis, Executive Director, and Derek Kusa, Educator, from the Fair Housing Center of Southwest Michigan attended, and provided a very educational presentation to the HSB about Fair Housing, updates, and latest trend to the HSB.

CDBG Home Repair Program guideline update request. The HUD CDBG home repair program has guidelines that have been updated periodically since its inception in 1984. The asset portion hasn’t been updated from the original $10,000 maximum established in 1984. Staff asked the HSB to consider changing the maximum asset to $20,000. Many homeowners, especially elderly homeowners, save for future expenses such as medical, rising utility costs, taxes and other unforeseen items. Spending their savings on a roof replacement, bathroom alteration, other major repair could present a hardship going forward. Discussion supported the reasons for the increase with recommendation that the increase be changed to $40,000. 

Motion by Ashley Vosburg, supported by Chelsea Huber, to amend the City of Portage CDBG & Kalamazoo County Housing Millage Home Repair Program Guidelines Manual revised August 23, 2022, Page 9, section D(4) as follows: “An applicant’s liquid assets, excluding the dwelling, must be valued at less than $40,000. The motion passed unanimously, 8-0.
 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
It was hoped that this Novembers Human Services Open House combined with a job fair would increase public participation. PZSC did not approve the event, therefore staff reserved the room for November 6, 2025, same time as previous years. HSB agreed to hold it as in the past years.

STATEMENT OF CITIZENS: None.

ADJOURN: Motion to adjourn was made at 6:31 p.m. by Martha Perry, second by Pamela Kanouse It unanimously passed, 8-0.  HSB enjoyed a potluck following the meeting to celebrate all their work over the last several months. 




Respectfully Submitted,





   Tina Perry



Neighborhood and Housing Specialist 
Community Development, City of Portage
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