


CITY OF PORTAGE HUMAN SERVICES BOARD
Minutes of the Meeting –March 6, 2025
Conference Room 1

[bookmark: _Hlk192165499][bookmark: _Hlk176504136]CALL TO ORDER:  The City of Portage Human Services Board meeting of March 6, 2025, was called to order by Chairperson Brooke Kolodzieczyk, at 5:32 p.m. in Conference Room 1, Portage City Hall, 7900 S. Westnedge Avenue, Portage MI.

[bookmark: _Hlk187306036]MEMBERS PRESENT: Chairperson Brooke Kolodzieczyk, Vice Chair Candace Wise, Ashley Vosburgh, Pamela Kanouse, Martha Perry, Nicole Najar, Chelsea Huber, Dan Damaska, Julie Pryor

[bookmark: _Hlk184376422]STAFF PRESENT: Tina Perry

[bookmark: _Hlk126258496]APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The Minutes of February 6, 2025, were approved with a name correction by a motion made by Ashley Vosburgh, supported by Vice Chairperson Candace Wise. The motion passed unanimously, 9-0.

NEW BUSINESS: A Public Hearing to receive comments on the 2025 – 2026 CDBG Annual Action Plan was called to order by Chairperson Brooke Kolodzieczyk at 5:40 p.m. A motion to open the Public Hearing was made by Ashley Vosburgh, supported by Pamela Kanouse. The motion passed unanimously, 9-0.
Tina Perry explained the activities planned for CDBG Entitlement funds for use in FY25-26 include an in-house operated Neighborhood Improvement/Code Enforcement program to continue to eliminate slum and blight and maintain attractive neighborhood through zoning. A home repair program will continue to offer forgivable loans to low/moderate income homeowners in the city of Portage through an application process for necessary repairs. Administration funding will be allocated to operate the CDBG Entitlement program. This is the last year of the current five-year Consolidated Plan. To continue to be considered for future funding a new five-year Consolidated Plan will need to be created and submitted before FY26-27. Hearing no comments, Chairperson Brooke Kolodzieczyk asked for a motion to close the Public Hearing. Nicole Najar made a motion, second by Chelsea Huber, supported unanimously, 9-0.

OTHER BUSINESS: 
General Fund Human Service Applications. HSB returned to the discussion of the human services applications and assigned funding to the extent of its availability. At the February 6, 2025 HSB meeting, the HSB did not make a motion and was left to digest preliminary recommendations.  HSB discussed reasons some applications were not funded and assured no changes were being recommended. Final recommendations to City Council through a motion by Chelsea Huber, second by Ashley Vosburgh and Martha Perry, unanimously supported by a vote of 9-0 are as follows:   
[image: ]

[bookmark: _Hlk187306409]Opioid Fund Applications. After much in depth review and discussion of funding available and future funding availability, the HSB recommends funding to the best applications, and carrying over funding into the next few years at a lesser amount to assure operation of  programs for a larger impact to increase awareness and decrease opioid use. Motion by Ashley Vosburgh, second by Pamela Kanouse, unanimously supported by a vote of 9-0 as follows:
[image: ]

STATEMENT OF CITIZENS: None.

ADJOURN: Motion to adjourn was made at 6:32 p.m.by Martha Perry, second by Vice Chairperson Candace Wise; unanimously passed, 9-0.


Respectfully Submitted,






   Tina Perry



Neighborhood and Housing Specialist Community Development, City of Portage  
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Applicant Program FY2025-2026 RequestHSB Recommended

Catholic Charities Ark for Youth 17,000 $                        10,000.00 $                  

Catholic Charities Bread for Life 1,500 $                          1,000.00 $                    

Community Healing Centers Childrens Early Intervention Program 7,500 $                          6,000.00 $                    

Community Living Options Alcott Adult Learning Center 10,000 $                        5,000.00 $                    

Disability Network Southwest MI Ramp Up 14,000 $                        10,000.00 $                  

First Day Shoe Fund 2025 Shoe Distributions 10,000 $                        4,500.00 $                    

Gryphon Place 2-1-1 Information & Referral 5,500 $                          2,000.00 $                    

Housing Resources, Inc. Housing Stabilization Program 25,000 $                        23,000.00 $                  

Kalamazoo Literacy Council ESL of SW MI 3,500 $                          3,500.00 $                    

Kalamazoo Literacy Council Comm Literacy Ctr @ Prince of Peace 1,500 $                          1,500.00 $                    

Kazoo Habitat for Humanity Critical Home Repair Protgram * 45,000 $                        15,000.00 $                  

Kalamazoo Youth For Christ WERX Program * 25,800 $                        - $                            

Lending Hands of MI Inc. Durable Medical Equipment Loan Program * 5,000 $                          3,500.00 $                    

Portage Community Center Youth Development 30,000 $                        25,000.00 $                  

Portage Community Center Community Collaboration 15,000 $                        3,000.00 $                    

Portage Community Center Emergency Assistance 45,000 $                        35,000.00 $                  

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church Food Program 3,350 $                          3,000.00 $                    

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church Free Store 9,400 $                          2,000.00 $                    

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church Good Samaritan Fund 11,250 $                        10,000.00 $                  

Ripple Effects Comm Inclusion Ctr Foster & Community Closet * 60,000 $                        2,000.00 $                    

Ripple Effects Comm Inclusion Ctr CLS Program * 45,000 $                        - $                            

Ripple Effects Comm Inclusion Ctr Respite Services * 50,000 $                        - $                            

Senior Care Partners PACE Grand Pad Service Fees * 27,300 $                        - $                            

Senior Services - Milestone Portage Critical Home Repair Program 25,000 $                        15,000.00 $                  

Shepherd's Center Senior Transportation * 10,000 $                        10,000.00 $                  

St. Barnabas Episcopal Church Diaper Ministry * 4,875 $                          4,000.00 $                    

Twelve Baskets Food Pantry * 40,000 $                        20,000.00 $                  

Twelve Baskets Free Store * 10,000 $                        2,000.00 $                    

YWCA - Kalamazoo Sexual Assualt Program 8,000 $                          - $                             

YWCA - Kalamazoo Intimate Partner Domestic Assault Program 15,000 $                        - $                            

YWCA - Kalamazoo Human Trafficking Program 2,000 $                          - $                            

582,475 $                      216,000.00 $                

GENERAL FUND FY2025-2026   $216,000
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Amount Available = $99,721.00

Organization Project Name Amount RequestedYear 1

Portage Public Schools 525 Foundation Presentation author of One Choice 15,500.00 $                  15,500.00 $ 

Portage Public Schools Reflections: A Community Story of Addition & Healing 30,000.00 $                  - $              

Portage Public Schools Contraband Detecting Canines Deterrent Porgram 8,265.00 $                    8,265.00 $    

Portage Public Schools Responding to Student Addiction:  Substance Misuse Therapy 28,000.00 $                  28,000.00 $ 

Portage Public Schools Understanding Teen Substance Misuse 200.00 $                        200.00 $       

Phychological Safety Services Phychological Safety Services 100,000.00 $               - $              

Community Healing Centers Community Healing Centers 25,000.00 $                  - $              

Helping Other People Exceed ( HOPE) Helping Other People Exceed ( HOPE) thru Navigation 50,000.00 $                  - $              

256,965.00 $               51,965.00 $ 

Carry over: 47,756.00 $ 


