CITY OF PORTAGE PLANNING COMMISSION
FINAL AGENDA
May 20, 2021 Virtual Meeting
(7:00 p.m.)
Portage City Hall Council Chambers
Public Phone Line: (844) 854-2222 Access Code 529853#
(To voice a question or comment, press *6 to enter the queue.)

CALL TO ORDER
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
ROLL CALL
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
May 6, 2021
SITE/FINAL PLANS:
1. Site Plan for Pfizer Corporation, Modular Aseptic Processing (expansion), 7171 Portage Road and
7000 Portage Road
2. Final Plan for Redwood Living, 7801 Garden Lane and 1203 East Centre Avenue
PUBLIC HEARINGS:
1. Special Land Use Permit (outdoor beer garden & mobile food vendor) for Steinspark Biergarten, 2603 East
Milham Avenue
 Email Communication from Laura Isaacs (2711 E. Milham Ave.). Response from staff

OLD BUSINESS:
NEW BUSINESS:
STATEMENT OF CITIZENS:
ADJOURNMENT:
MATERIALS TRANSMITTED

Star (*) indicates printed material within the agenda packet.
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Christoghei^^or^
From:
Sent:

Christopher Forth
Thursday, May 20, 2021 4:24 PM

To:

'Laura Izaacs'

Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Kelly Peterson
RE: Concern about the Steinspark Biergarten
Narrative.pdf

Good afternoon Ms. Izaacs:

Thank you your email message regarding the proposed special land use application to establish the Steinspark

Biergarten at 2603 East Milham Avenue. Your email message, together with the responses below, will be provided to
the Planning Commission members in advance of the meeting tonight.
With regard to your questions, the following is provided:

Noise - According to the applicant, the proposed hours of operation are as follows:
•

Food Court: Monday - Friday, 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and Tuesday -Sunday,4:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

•

Biergarten: Tuesday - Thursday, 4:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. and Friday-Sunday, 3:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.

The distance between your home and the Biergarten is approximately 450 feet. As you know,the property located to the

west of you is vacant and mostly wooded, which should help to reduce any noise emanating from the site. For your
convenience, I have attached a copy of the applicant's written narrative that explains the nature of the use and operation
In more detail. The applicant does plan to have music but he has indicated the volume will be at a low level so patrons
will still be able to carry on a conversation. If noise reaches a level that creates a disturbance, the city does have a noise
ordinance and city staff will work with the applicant to lower the level, if necessary.
Criminal Behavior-This proposed use is not expected to create any criminal activity.
Location in a residential area - Although there are three single-family residential dwellings located on Willoughby Drive,
this area is not considered a residential based on current zoning and future use. The area on the north side of East Milham
Avenue near Portage Road, including the proposed Steinspark Biergarten, is zoned for commercial use (B-3, general
business). The area on the east side of Willoughby Drive, which includes your dwelling plus the other two, is zoned for

industrial use (1-1, light industrial). For your information and according to city records, one dwelling was built in 1915, one
in 1935 and the other in 1965. Since these dwellings were in existence prior to the adoption of the Zoning Code,they are
considered legally nonconforming. The area on the south side of East Milham and occupied by the Kalamazoo Aviation
History Museum is also zoned for industrial use (1-2, heavy industry). These existing zoning district are consistent with the
planned future use of the properties as identified in the City's Comprehensive Plan.
Other nearbv locations-Your email below asked why other nearby locations,such as the sites formerly occupied by Bravo
Restaurant and the Beacon Club, are not being considered. Although these sites might be available, they don't meet the
needs of the applicant. The goal of the applicant is to create a seasonal outdoor venue in a heavily wooded area. The
location at 2603 East Milham Avenue provides the setting desired by the applicant for this particular type of use.
I hope the responses above have satisfactorily answered your questions. If you have any other questions, please contact
me at your earliest convenience. Also, you can participate in the virtual Planning Commission meeting tonight by watching
it on cable channel 995 for Spectrum, channel 99 for AT&T or via live stream at portagemi.viebit.com. If you want to ask

a question or make a comment, please call (844} 854-2222 and enter Access Code 529853#. When prompted, press *6 to
enter the queue.

Christopher Forth, AlCP
Deputy Director of Planning and Development Services

City of Portage Department of Community Development
7900 South Westnedge Avenue
Portage, Michigan, 49002
Direct dial: 269.329.4474
www.portagemi.gov

From: Laura Izaacs <loia6657(®gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 18, 2021 9:29 PM

To: Christopher Forth <forthc@portagemi.gov>
Subject: Concern about the Steinspark Biergarten

CAUTION: THIS EMAIL IS FROM AN EXTERNAL SENDER

Do not click on links or open attachments unless this is fi'om a sencie)' voii know and trust.

To whom it may concern,

I recently got a letter announcing that a Biergarten may be placed not far from our home in the near future.
My family and 1 live at 2711 East Milham Ave, not far from the proposed site. We love our neighborhood and

we bought our home because we loved the surrounding woods and natural area. We were considering this to be
our "forever" home. After receiving your letter, I'm extremely concerned as I have young school aged children.
May main concerns areWill this be a noisy atmosphere? With noise going into all hours of the evening?

(My children will be attending school in the fall and this would not be a positive environment for us)
Would/could this bring criminal behavior to our area?

We bought our home because of the quiet and pleasant area. I feel like a drinking atmosphere could take away
from the family setting.
Why is this possibly going to be placed in a residential area?
There are also two other neighbors in our neighborhood(another with small children as well).

I've noticed there is a vacant property at where the Beacon Club Property is located and where Bravo used to
be, all not far from this area. Why are those areas not being considered for this type of establishment? Why is a
residential area being considered?
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Laura Isaacs and family

