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The fiscal year 2012-2013 budget was approved by the 

Portage City Council on May 22, 2012.   The Council 

and City Administration are pleased to have prepared 

a balanced budget, totaling $61.4 million.  Importantly, 

during this period of economic difficulties, the city 

has practiced an approach to the provision of public 

services that promotes lower-cost service delivery, 

including partial or complete privatization of services; 

the use of part-time, on-call and contracted personnel to 

supplement full time staff; funding of post employment 

benefit obligations to lessen or eliminate long-term 

unfunded liability and, most recently, altering benefit 

programs for new hires to limit added liability in the 

future.  Highlights of the fiscal year 2012-2013 budget 

include:

 � A decrease in the overall city tax rate from 10.8916 

mills to 10.7778 mills.

 � A decrease in budgeted General Fund expenditures of 

approximately 2.4 percent  from fiscal year 2011-2012 

budgeted General Fund expenditures.

 � Incorporation of a 1.5 percent increase in property 

tax revenue, resulting from an increase in personal 

property tax revenue.

 � An increase in the fund balance of the General Fund 

from 13 percent to 25 percent of total General Fund 

expenditures.

 � Continuation of General Fund support for the Capital 

Improvement Program, the Major Street Fund and the 

Local Street Fund.

 � Allocation of an Intergovernmental Collaboration 

Studies Fund in the amount of $100,000 to address 

funding needs associated with planned collaborative 

service studies.

 � Maintenance of the City of Portage position in the 

lower 25 percent of all Michigan cities of greater than 

25,000 population in terms of millage level.

General Fund Balance
A significant element of the fiscal year 2012-2013 

budget involves the increase of the Council-prescribed 

fund balance for the General Fund from 13 percent to 

25 percent of total General Fund expenditures.  The 

City of Portage budget continues to support a broad 

service delivery program as well as significant capital 

investment in infrastructure.  However, it is anticipated 

that fiscal year 2012-2013 through fiscal year 2015-

2016 will continue to be very challenging.  As such, it 

is increasingly important that a conservative financial 

posture be maintained, with an emphasis on preserving 

fund balance.  Until a clear picture of a stabilizing 

revenue base exists, reserves above 13 percent of 

General Fund expenditures will be planned.

The major categories of the city budget include the 

General Fund, the Capital Improvement Program Fund, 

Curbside Recycling Fund, Leaf Pickup/Spring Cleanup 

Fund and the Municipal Street Fund.  The total millage 

levy in the fiscal year 2012-2013 budget is 10.7778 mills, 

slightly less than the fiscal year 2011-2012 millage level 

of 10.8916 mills.  The millage includes a General Fund 

levy of 7.5000 mills, a Capital Improvement Fund levy of 

2.0000 mills, 0.4000 mills for the Brush and Leaf Pickup / 

Spring Cleanup programs, 0.3349 mills for operation of 

the curbside recycling program and 0.5429 mills of the 

Municipal Street Fund millage.  

Significant aspects of the major budget categories are 

outlined below.

General Fund
The General Fund supports the majority of service 

operations of the city, with the largest percentage of the 

budget devoted to Public Safety services.  Among other 

notable elements of the General Fund, total full-time 

staffing has been reduced to 179 full-time positions 

from 184 full-time positions in fiscal year 2011-2012 (and 

from 215 full-time positions in fiscal year 2005-2006).  

After two years of declining property tax revenue, a 1.5 

percent increase in General Fund property tax revenue 

in fiscal year 2012-2013 (attributable to an increase in 

personal property tax receipts) is in contrast to the 4.4 

percent and the 2.6 percent decrease over the previous 

two years.  And while shared revenue from the State of 

Michigan for the City of Portage was impacted by the 

loss of statutory revenue sharing in 2011, the magnitude 

of this loss was reduced by revenue from the state’s new 

Economic Vitality Incentive Program (EVIP) for which 

the city qualified.  Receipt of EVIP revenue is planned for 

in the fiscal year 2012-2013 budget as well.  Finally, as 

noted above, a projected fiscal year 2012-2013 ending 

fund balance of 25 percent of General Fund expenditures 

has been planned.

Capital Improvement Fund
The Capital Improvement Program contains capital 

projects that promote the public health, safety and 

welfare; facilitate growth and development; protect 

community resources and enhance the quality of life 

within the city.  Revenue is provided to the Capital 

Improvement Program through the property tax millage, 

Municipal Street Fund millage, utility funds, Federal and 

state funds, special assessments and through a fund 

transfer from the General Fund.

With continuing and projected financial constraints, 

capital projects are focused on essential government 

functions, with careful management of the level of 

additional debt resulting from the Capital Improvement 

Program.  The fiscal year 2012-2013 Capital Improvement 

budget supports $10.968 million directed toward 

infrastructure improvements, with $3.995 million 

directed to street related improvements, $1.005 million 

directed to utility infrastructure improvements and 

$900,000 in public facility, police, fire and park and 

recreation improvements.  

Curbside Recycling Fund 
The fiscal year 2012-2013 budget provides for 

continuation of the weekly curbside recycling program 

and the Portage-only Saturday household hazardous 

waste drop-off program initiated in 1999.  A slight 

millage decrease of 0.0254 to the Curbside Recycling 

millage levy resulted in a levy of 0.3349 mills, which is 

sufficient to maintain the current level of service.

Leaf Pickup/Spring Cleanup Fund
The fiscal year 2012-2013 budget also continues the pro-

vision of the Leaf Pickup Program, with three autumn leaf 

collection periods.  The separate Spring Cleanup Program 

and the Quarterly Curbside Brush Collection Program are 

maintained as well.  In order to provide sufficient revenue 

to continue planned programs and provide adequate 

fund reserves, the Leaf Pickup/Spring Cleanup millage 

has been maintained at the maximum 0.4000 mill levy.

Municipal Streets Fund
In addition to the specific roadway reconstruction 

projects that are outlined in the 2012-2022 ten-year 

Capital Improvement Program, street pavement 

maintenance receives support in the fiscal year 2012-

2013 budget, totaling $560,000.

Conclusion
In summary, the fiscal year 2012-2013 budget maintains 

the favorable standing of the City of Portage in the 

lower 25 percent of all Michigan cities of greater than 

25,000 population in terms of millage level, while placing 

the city in the best position to address the anticipated 

financial challenges that lie ahead.  The City Council 

and City Administration believe that this conservative 

financial plan is a responsible and sound program for 

addressing community needs.

Questions concerning the City of Portage fiscal year 

2012-2013 budget can be directed to the Finance 

Department at 329-4451.  The complete budget can be 

viewed online at www.portagemi.gov > Departments > 

Finance.  The document is also available for public view-

ing at Portage City Hall (7900 South Westnedge Avenue) 

and the Portage District Library (300 Library Lane).  

Fiscal Year 2012-2013 Budget Approved by Council
Budget Includes an Increase to the General Fund Balance

A Comparison of the Fiscal Year 2011-2012 Millage and the Fiscal Year 2012-2013 Millage

Average Single Family 
Residence

2011 Taxable Value 
$73,300

2012 Taxable Value 
$74,500

2012 Inflation 
Adjusted Taxes

Mills Taxes Mills Taxes Mills Taxes

General Fund 7.5000 $549.75 7.5000 $558.75 7.5000 $544.06

Capital Improvement Fund 2.0000 $146.60 2.0000 $149.00 2.0000 $145.08

Curbside Recycling Fund 0.3603 $26.40 0.3349 $24.95 0.3349 $24.29

Leaf Pickup/Spring Cleanup Fund 0.4000 $29.32 0.4000 $29.80 0.4000 $29.02

Municipal Street Fund 0.6313 $46.27 0.5429 $40.44 0.5429 $39.38

Total Millage/Taxes 10.8916 $798.34 10.7778 $802.94 10.7778 $781.83
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The City of Portage offers a Quarterly Curb-
side Brush Collection Program that provides 
for the collection of brush and branches 
during the months of January, April, July 
and October.  Also collected are Christmas 
trees in January and bagged leaves in April.  

Beginning with the July 2012 collection, the 
neighborhood collection zones have been 
modified to provide for more timely service 
in the heavily-populated northwest quadrant 
of the city.  As noted on the map to the 
right, the southern portion of the northwest 
quadrant of the city has been assigned to  
the second full week of the month. 

Another adjustment to the program involves 
the length of branches.  The previous 
program requirements asked residents to 
cut brush and branches to lengths of four 
feet.  This program requirement has been 
removed – branches of any length will be 
collected.  In fact, the city’s brush removal 
contractor prefers to handle brush and 
branches that are a minimum of four feet 
in length.  Keep in mind, however, that the 
diameter must remain three inches or less. 

Residents are reminded that a small amount 
of debris may remain at the curb following 
brush removal and property owners are 
asked to assist with the final cleanup.

The following items will not be 
collected as part of the Quarterly  
Curbside Brush Collection Program:

✖	 Brush or branches generated from the 
removal of a tree with a trunk greater than 
four inches in diameter.  No part of a whole 
tree removal will be collected, including 
the brush and branches from the tree. 

✖		Brush or branches generated from a 
professional tree removal service.

✖		Brush or branches with a diameter 
greater than three inches.

✖		Grass clippings, flowers, weeds, 
ornamental grasses or garden materials.

✖		Firewood, lumber, timber, building 
materials or railroad ties.

✖		Roots or tree stumps.
✖		Yew branches or vines.
✖		Loose or bagged leaves.  (Exception:  

Bagged leaves are collected as part of the 
April collection.)

City Modifies Quarterly Curbside Brush Collection Program
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Questions concerning the Quarterly Curbside Brush Collection Program can be 

directed to the Department of Parks, Recreation & Public Services at 329-4444.

Every great community includes healthy and vibrant 

neighborhoods.  While there are many ways to create 

a high quality of life in a community, many simple and 

common sense actions can help to maintain and improve 

neighborhoods, and make Portage a great place to live, 

work and play: 

 � Say hello!  Make an effort to get to know your 
neighbors.

 � Maintain lawns and swimming pools.  Remove or 
properly store trash and debris.

 � If your neighborhood has public sidewalks, regularly 
remove snow and ice or debris.

 � Assist elderly or disabled neighbors with tasks that may 
prove challenging for them, like the removal of snow 
and ice from sidewalks, gutter cleaning, leaf raking or 
moving garbage containers to and from the street.

 � Regularly maintain painted building surfaces such as 

walls, windows and trim.  Repair siding and roofing, 

and clean rain gutters.  Be sure to observe local 

regulations including building and zoning codes.

 � Remove inoperable vehicles or store them in a garage 

and park all other vehicles on an improved driveway 

surface.

 � Do not block driveways, mailboxes or sidewalks with 

motor vehicles, recreational or landscaping equipment.

 � Keep pets on a leash or confined to secured yard areas.  

Clean-up after pets and avoid excessive dog barking.

 � Avoid playing loud music and operating domestic 

power tools during early morning or late night hours. 

 � Join or form a Neighborhood Watch group.

 � Talk with your neighbors about issues that may 

negatively affect the quality of neighborhood life.  

Desirable neighbor-

hoods are important 

building blocks to 

a great community.  

In addition, 

neighborhood 

quality can be 

reinforced by the 

efforts of its residents, and being a good neighbor has 

a rewarding and positive effect.  The City of Portage has 

established community quality, housing and property 

maintenance codes to achieve and maintain the livability 

and appearance of the community.  If you have a 

neighborhood issue or concern that you wish to report, 

contact the Department of Community Development at 

329-4466 or 329-4477 for assistance.

Healthy Neighborhoods Create Great Communities

Residential Building Permit Assistance
The City of Portage has adopted safeguards to protect the health, safety and welfare of residential neighborhoods.  
Through the assistance of property owners or contractors obtaining the necessary residential building permits, City 
of Portage zoning and State of Michigan building and 
construction code regulations are fulfilled.  Construction 
may begin when the project application is submitted 
and the permits for the work are issued to either the 
property owner (if they are performing the work) or a 
properly licensed State of Michigan contractor.

Residential building permits are necessary to 
begin construction on the following items:

 � New homes

 � Additions or structural alterations to the home

 � Interior remodel (including basement finish)

 � Accessory buildings or structures (such as garages, 

sheds, decks, etc.)

 � Swimming pools capable of holding more than two 

feet of water

 � Decks and similar structures

 � Fences over six feet in height

Property owners and contractors who need assistance in 

obtaining residential building permits may contact the 

City of Portage Department of Community Development 

at 329-4477 for additional information, application 

materials, permit costs and related assistance.

Home Improvement 
Assistance Available
In partnership with the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the 
City of Portage continues its long-standing home 
improvement assistance program for income 
eligible homeowners throughout the community.  
The Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
Owner-Occupied Housing Rehabilitation Program 
offers emergency repair grants and low-interest, 
deferred loans for housing improvements that 
address urgent and other necessary home repairs.  
Eligibility for program participation is based on 
maximum income limits established annually 
by HUD (for example, a four-person household 
with an annual income not exceeding $50,550 is 
eligible for participation in the program).

To obtain more information, or to request an 
application, please call the City of Portage Depart-
ment of Community Development at 329-4477.  

Be a City of Portage 
Paid On-Call 
Firefighter! 
Those who have acquired Firefighter I, Firefighter II and 

the Medical First Responder certifications or are in the 

process of doing so and who live within a 5 minute 

response time to any City of Portage fire station are 

encouraged to contact the City of Portage Department 

of Employee Development at 329-4533 for additional 

details on how to become a paid City of Portage  

On-Call Firefighter

Further information on the recruiting process is 

available on the city website at www.portagemi.gov > 

Departments > Employee Development > Employment.



LIVING • WORKING • LEARNINGJune 2012 www.portagemi.gov

Extra, Extra!   
Read All About It!
Hot off the presses!  Check out the Portage Summer Entertainment 

Series (SES) brochure in your June Portager.  

Don’t miss out on any of the action!  With all there is to do this summer, 

be sure to keep your SES brochure handy.  Each page is filled with 

exciting entertainment that will appeal to everyone.  Highlights include 

the return of the Taste of Portage, Kids Kickoff, Shakespeare in the Park, 

Lunch & Learn, Outdoor Movie Nights, Break-a-Leg Players, concerts at 

the Celery Flats Amphitheatre and teas at the historic Stuart Manor (see 

related article below).  Making a special appearance on July 29 at the 

Overlander Bandshell is the world famous Glenn Miller Orchestra!

Stop the Presses!  Did you know that the SES is a self supporting 

program?  Through the generous support of sponsors, foundations, local 

residents and ticket sales, Portage tax dollars do not fund the program.  

Show your support by attending one or more of the 34 outstanding 

events being held in the award winning Portage Parks this summer.  

Tickets can be purchased at www.portagemi.gov – click 

on the SES icon – or by calling the Parks and Recreation 

Division at 329-4522.  Sign up to receive event e-mail 

reminders or become a fan at Facebook.com/PortageSES.

Enjoy the high quality 
of service, a relaxing 
atmosphere and 
memorable moments 
with family and friends as 
only teas at the historic 
Stuart Manor can provide. 

China in Picture and Story
Saturday, June 16, 1 p.m.

No climbing the Great Wall required to experience one of 
the oldest cultures steeped in tradition.  Travel across the 
seas as renowned photographer Chuck Bentley shares 
his photographs and brings to life the sights, sounds and 
beauty of China.

“History of the Blues” by John Speeter
Wednesday, June 20, 12 Noon

John’s program is both a performance and a narrative 
tracing the Blues through the songs of several well 
known masters of the genre.  Both an informative and 
entertaining event.  Continue your tea experience by 
attending a special showing of Oh Brother Where Art 
Thou? on Thursday, June 21 at  6:30 p.m. at the Portage 
District Library.  The movie and popcorn are free.

Jubilee Celebrations 
Queen Victoria – Queen Elizabeth II 
Presented by Kris Kenz, Lady Kenzington Enterprises 
Saturday, July 14, 1:00 p.m.

You are cordially invited to attend Her Royal Majesty’s 
Diamond Jubilee Tea.  Join in the celebration by wearing 
your pearls, hats and gloves while sipping tea and 

enjoying sweet and savory treats.  Lady Kenzington will 
take you on a trip down memory lane through stories 
and showcasing some of her royal souvenirs of past 
Silver, Golden and Diamond Jubilee celebrations.    

Literary Humor: A Fresh Splash of  
Quirky by Elaine Seaman 
Wednesday, July 18, 12 Noon

What do Shakespeare, Jane Austen, Mark Twain, Tom 
Robbins and David Sedaris have in common?  Humor.  At 
this tea, we’ll explore a few books – perhaps Pride and 
Prejudice (Jane Austen), Skinny Legs and All (Tom Robbins) 
and A Confederacy of Dunces (John Kennedy Toole). To 
paraphrase Ambrose Bierce, “Nothing is more infectious 
or incurable than laughter.”

Glenn Miller Orchestra 
Sunday, July 29, 4:30 p.m.                  All Tickets $40

Are you “In the Mood” for a special evening?  Join us for 
a special tea prior to the Glenn Miller Orchestra concert 
at the Overlander Bandshell.  Guests will be transported 
back to the big band era and will enjoy listening to one 
of the greatest sounds of all time.  Tea guests will also be 
provided chairs with VIP seating at the concert.  

The Titanic: 100 Year Anniversary Voyage
Wednesday, August 1, 12 Noon

Come aboard the Titanic for tea while we hear from 
Eliza Blackwell Dupree, a fictional survivor of the Titanic 
Disaster of 1912.  Eliza will greet you as you step aboard 
and assign you a passenger persona for the event.  Don 
your favorite hat or full costume if you like and sail away 
back in time to commemorate the 100th anniversary of  

the Titanic tragedy with dignity and respect.  Continue the 

Titanic experience by attending the movie The Unsinkable 

Molly Brown immediately following the tea at 2 p.m. at the 

Portage District Library.  Movie and popcorn are free.

Snow White Princess Tea
Saturday, August 4, 5:30 p.m.         Adults $27; Youth $20

This event is for all princesses’ young and young-at-heart.  

The characters from the Break-A-Leg Players production of 

Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs host this special event.  

Guests will enjoy a menu designed especially for children 

and are encouraged to come in a favorite princess outfit!  

After the tea, travel through the enchanted forest to the 

Hayloft Theatre to see Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs 

at 7 p.m. at the Celery Flats Amphitheatre.  Ticket prices 

include the cost of the tea and theatre production. 

Edible Herbs and Flowers
Saturday, August 11, 1:00 p.m.

Edible flowers are the new rage in cuisine!  Learn how to 

cook with organic edible flowers and herbs with master 

chef Lori Brown.  Flower cookery has been traced back to 

the Roman times, and the Chinese, Middle Eastern and 

Indian cultures.  Today, many restaurant chefs and home 

cooks use flowers in their dishes.  Explore this unique 

botanical addition to foods.

Unless stated otherwise, fees are $22 for adults and $15 

for youth 5-12, which includes a four-course tea, tax and 

gratuity.  Pre-paid reservations are required as seating 

is limited.  To reserve a table, call the Portage Parks & 

Recreation Department at 329-4522 or purchase your 

tickets online at www.portagemi.gov.

Summer Teas at Historic Stuart Manor

The City of Portage will host Get Active Portage! on August 11, sponsored by the Portage Park 

Board, Spirit Racing LLC and Lee’s Adventure Sports.   Get Active Portage! is a celebration of 

health and wellness in our community and will take place at Ramona Park (8645 Sprinkle Road).  

The event begins with the Ramona Park Youth Triathlon at 9 a.m. (registration begins at 8 a.m.) for 

ages 6-9 and 10-13.  This event challenges young athletes in swimming, biking and running.  

The third annual Paddle Fest will occur on Long Lake.  On-site 

registration begins at 10 a.m. and the first race will launch at 11 

a.m.  These races are geared for all abilities.  The registration fee 

is $10 per race participant.  Trophies will be awarded to the top 

finishers among age groups. 

The Ramona Park Health Fair, running from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., will provide opportunities for 

interaction with area health and wellness vendors to promote healthy lifestyles.   Participants can 

learn about numerous opportunities provided in the Portage area.  

Ramona Park is home to public swimming, beach volleyball, a fully 

accessible playground structure and many other family facilities.  To print 

a free vehicle parking permit for this event, visit www.portagemi.gov > 

Departments > Parks & Recreation > Seasonal Recreation and click on the 

Get Active Portage link.

Come and enjoy the fun!  Volunteers are needed!  Please contact the 

Parks & Recreation Division at 329-4522.

Get Active Portage! 

Portage Rotary Club to Sponsor  
Fourth of July Fireworks 
The Portage Rotary Club will once again sponsor Fourth of July Fireworks at McCamley Field on Wednesday,  
July 4, 2012.  Gates will open at 6 p.m. with the fireworks show beginning at dusk.  There is no cost for admittance; 
however, the Portage Rotary Club will accept donations at the gates and concessions will be available. 

Money raised through gate donations and concession sales will help defray the cost of the fireworks.  Any 
proceeds will benefit the Portage Rotary Club Scholarships program.  Each year, the Portage Rotary Club awards 
scholarships ranging from $500 to $3,000 to Portage area students to assist with higher education expenses.  Visit 
the Portage Rotary website at www.clubrunner.ca/portage for more information about the scholarship program. 

Questions about the 4th of July Fireworks can be directed to Elizabeth Campbell at campbell4portage@yahoo.com 
or by phone at 377-7911.
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Portage City Council
Portage City Council meetings are held on Tuesday evenings at Portage City Hall (7900 South Westnedge 
Avenue) in Council Chambers at 7:30 p.m. and are open to the public. 

The City Manager is responsible for the day-to-day operations of the city.  Citizens are encouraged to 
contact the City Administration with concerns or complaints about city services by calling Complaint 
Resolution at (269) 329-4404 or by visiting www.portagemi.gov > Report It! 

Televised City Meetings
All City of Portage City Council, Planning Commission and 
Zoning Board of Appeals meetings can be viewed live on 
channel 98.  AT&T U-Verse customers can access the City of 
Portage government meetings on channel 99 and then follow 
the prompts to access the various meetings. 

June 7 7:00 p.m. Planning Commission Meeting

11 7:00 p.m. Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
12 7:30 p.m. City Council Meeting
21 7:00 p.m. Planning Commission Meeting
26 7:30 p.m. City Council Meeting

July 5 7:00 p.m. Planning Commission Meeting

9 7:00 p.m. Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting

10 7:30 p.m. City Council Meeting
19 7:00 p.m. Planning Commission Meeting
24 7:30 p.m. City Council Meeting

August 2 7:00 p.m. Planning Commission Meeting

13 7:00 p.m. Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
14 7:30 p.m. City Council Meeting
16 7:00 p.m. Planning Commission Meeting

28 7:30 p.m. City Council Meeting

Mayor Peter J. Strazdas
327-4478

peter.strazdas@portagemi.gov

Ed Sackley
323-8119

edsackley@msn.com

Mayor Pro Tem Claudette Reid
491-9725

claudette.reid@portagemi.gov

Elizabeth Campbell
321-9383

campbell4portage@yahoo.com

Terry R. Urban
323-8160

terry.urban@portagemi.gov

Patricia M. Randall
324-7779

patricia.randall@portagemi.gov

Jim Pearson
327-9136

jimpearson4@gmail.com

City Manager:
Maurice S. Evans
evansm@portagemi.gov

Portager Editor:
Mary Beth Block
blockm@portagemi.gov

City Closings
Non-emergency city offices will be 

closed in observance of the following 

holidays:

Independence Day
Wednesday, July 4, 2012

Labor Day
Monday, September 3, 2012

The next edition of the Portager will be 

published in September 2012.

Successful communities are made up of the same primary ingredients: good housing 
stock, commercial, retail and industrial balance, good schools and health care.  The 
City of Portage provides all of these ingredients and more.  The “more” in our case 

is one of our finest assets – our recreation, open space and entertainment opportunities. 

It is not by accident that the City of Portage 
invests in recreation and entertainment or that it 
protects the many natural gifts located here.  Studies 
show that such investments protect the economic 
health of a community.  Economists call it hedonic 
value – the increased property tax generated from 
increased property values because of proximity to 
parks.  When it comes to providing various forms 
of entertainment, such as the very popular annual 
Summer Entertainment Series, revenue can also 
be generated through day tourism and event 
sales.  In addition to this collective wealth comes 
the direct savings to city residents who can enjoy 
the numerous parks, recreation and entertainment 
offerings locally.  But that’s not all.  Such assets can 
also bring community together, ward off blight, 
protect the natural environment and encourage 
healthy living.  So whether its walking or biking, 
joining a city softball league, hiking through one of 
our protected wetlands, enjoying an outdoor concert 
or just relaxing with the family in one of the 17 city 
parks, this city has much to enjoy. 

I encourage you to take advantage of all this city 
has to offer in the way of parks, recreation and 
entertainment.  You won’t be disappointed!

Mayor Peter J. Strazdas

Portage Parks and 
Recreation Highlights:

 � 17 individual park properties
 � 56 miles of bikeways
 � Over 900 acres of protected land for public use
 � Park space on several lakes and along 

scenic Portage Creek – a rare urban cold 
water trout habitat

 � Three parks dedicated to nature 
preservation and enjoyment

 � Excellent recreation facilities located 
throughout the city

 � Unique facilities such as a refrigerated 
outdoor ice rink, skate park, historic 
museum and fishing piers

 � Miles of multi-use, hiking and nature trails
 � Annual “Summer Entertainment Series” at 

several park venues
 � Popular summer and fall 

adult softball leagues
 � Park Ranger program to 

ensure the integrity of 
the system

 � Lifeguarded summer 
beach operation

Entertainment and Recreation

Scan this QR Code for 
more information.

Legal Notices Posted on 
City Website
While the Kalamazoo Gazette recently implemented a reduction 
in the delivery of the printed newspaper, the City of Portage 
continues to meet its legal obligations of keeping residents 
informed of public meetings, local government activities and 
business by making legal notices available in the newsstand 
and on-line editions of the publication.

In an effort to meet the ongoing commitment of the City of Portage 
to provide exceptional customer service, transparency and access to 
local government information, legal notices are also posted on the 
City of Portage website.  View all current legal notices by visiting the 
“Quick Links” section at www.portagemi.gov.

Charter Relocating Cable 
Access Channels
Effective June 14, 2012, Charter Communications will relocate 
three Public Media Network (PMN) cable access channels (19, 
20, 21) on the analog tier to new analog channel positions (96, 
97, 98). The new “Public Media Neighborhood” will feature the 
following new block of community channels:

Analog Tier “Public Media Neighborhood”
Channel 95 - PMN/Public Programming
Channel 96 - Public Programming
Channel 97 - Public Programming
Channel 98 - Government Programming
Channel 99 - Educational Programming

Charter Digital Tier Cable Access Channels
Channel 990 - Public Programs
Channel 991 - Public Programs
Channel 992 - Government Programs
Channel 993 - Educational Programs
Channel 994 - PMN/Public Programs

For more information, contact Public Media Network at 343-2211


