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MEDICAL MARIHUANA
Summary of Regulations for Primary Caregiver Home Occupations

The State Law — Michigan Medical Marihuana Act. On November 4, 2008, voters in Michigan
approved a statewide ballot initiative to create the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act (MMMA). The
Act did not authorize the broad legalization of the cultivation, distribution or use of marihuana.
Rather, the MMMA allows qualifying patients with a serious debilitating medical condition to obtain,
possess, cultivate/grow and use marihuana for medicinal purposes. The MMMA also allows a
primary caregiver to assist a qualifying patient with the medical use of marihuana, in accordance
with state law.

The Local Ordinance — Medical Marihuana Home Occupation. State of Michigan registered
primary caregivers who desire to possess, cultivate/grow and distribute medical marihuana in the city
on behalf of a registered qualifying patient(s) consistent with the MMMA, must conduct the activity
only as a home occupation, as provided in the City of Portage Zoning Code (attached). A home
occupation is an activity or service conducted by the resident(s) of the dwelling. A home occupation
use must be subordinate and accessory to the principal residential use of the property. The local
ordinance does not apply to qualifying patients who possess, cultivate/grow and use medical
marihuana for personal use.

The requirements to operate a Medical Marihuana Home Occupation. A primary caregiver may
operate a medical marihuana home occupation in the City of Portage subject to the following
conditions:

1. The home occupation must be operated only in a dwelling unit.

2. Only one primary caregiver is allowed per dwelling unit.

3. The primary caregiver shall:
= Assist no more than five qualifying patients who are connected with the primary caregiver through the

Michigan Department of Community Health registration process.
= Cultivate no more than 12 marihuana plants for each qualifying patient.
= Possess no more than 2.5 ounces of marihuana per qualifying patient.
4. The home occupation must not be located within:
= 500 feet of a public or private elementary, vocational or secondary school, public or private college,
junior college or university; playground, or housing facility owned by a public housing authority, or

= 100 feet of a public or private youth center, public swimming pool, or video arcade facility.

= |f the primary caregiver’s qualifying patient(s) are permanent residents of the primary caregiver’s
household, the distance provisions do not apply.

= The attached map illustrates the distance locations within the City of Portage.

5. All medical marihuana plants must be located in the residential dwelling unit in an enclosed, locked
facility, accessible only by the primary caregiver or qualifying patient. Use of an attached or detached
accessory building is not permitted.

6. The home occupation must comply with all applicable City Code requirements, including:
= Building, Electrical, Plumbing, Mechanical and Fire codes;
= Noise ordinance requirements;
= Safety, Sanitation and Health code; and
= Housing/Property Maintenance code.

7. Lighting used in the grow operation that is visible to adjacent property owners and exceeds normal
residential use must be shielded between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m.

8. Qualifying patients may only visit the site for purposes permitted under the MMMA and local ordinance
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m.

7900 South Westnedge Avenue ¢ Portage, Michigan 49002 ¢ (269) 329-4477
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9. All vehicles must park on an improved surface normally required for the residential use.
10. No signs of any kind may be displayed identifying the home occupation.

The permits needed.

= A zoning permit from the City of Portage to operate a medical marihuana home occupation is
not required. However, the primary caregiver must know and adhere to all conditions and
requirements of the MMMA and local ordinance.

= Building or related permits may be required for the home occupation as a result of the medical
marihuana grow operation. The following checklist will help you. If you answer yes, or do not
know the answer to any of the questions below, a permit from the City of Portage may be

required.
Yes No
o
I O
I O
I O
I O
I O

. Is the electrical system adequate for the use of all equipment used, such as grow lights,

humidifiers, and other devices? Changes to the electrical system such as new circuits
and/or service panel upgrades require a permit. In addition, is all equipment installed
and operated in accordance with manufacturer specifications, and approved for indoor
residential use?

. Is the heating, cooling and ventilation system adequate to ensure proper temperatures,

humidity levels and air quality are maintained? Modifications to the heating, cooling
and ventilation systems require a permit. In addition, is all equipment installed and
operated in accordance with  manufacturer specifications, and approved for indoor
residential use?

. Is the plumbing system adequate for the use of all equipment such as hydroponics or

other devices? Modifications to the plumbing system require a permit. In addition, is all
equipment installed and operated in accordance with manufacturer specifications, and
approved for indoor residential use?

. Are you planning to alter any to walls, ceilings or floors? Such modifications require a

permit.

. Are carbon dioxide tanks and/or generators used in connection with the grow operation?

The use of such equipment may require a permit. In addition, is all equipment installed
and operated in accordance with manufacturer specifications, and approved for indoor
residential use?

. Are chemicals such as fertilizers, pesticides and other substances used in connection

with the grow operation? While no specific permits are required, are all chemicals used
in accordance with manufacturer specifications (including safe storage and
proper disposal) and approved for indoor residential use?

If one or more boxes have been checked, please contact the
Department of Community Development for further assistance.

You are encouraged to contact the Department of Community Development at 269-329-4477 if
you have any questions or require additional assistance to ensure compliance with City code.

Thank you for your cooperation.

T:\COMMDEWV\2015-2016 Department Files\2015 Forms\2014_2015 Forms\2015 Medical Marihuana Information.doc
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Drug Free School Zone Spacing Requirements

(1000 feet from schools, playgrounds, 100 feet from arc:ades)1
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Proposed Medical Marihuana

Primary Caregiver
Distance Provisions

NAME

ALL PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
PORTAGE PARKS

EMPIRE BEAUTY SCHOOL
HACKETT CATHOLIC CENTRAL H.S.
KALAMAZOO ACADEMY, INC
LAZAR LAND

LLOY NORRIX H.S.

OAKLAND ACADEMY

PUTTERS FAMILY FUN CENTER
ROSS MEDICAL

ST MICHAEL LUTHERAN CHURCH SCHOOL

ST MONICA SCHOOL
UNIVERSITY OF PHOENIX

WOODSEDGE LEARNING CENTER (KRESA)

WRIGHT BEAUTY ACADEMY

ADDRESS

609 CONSTITUTION
1000 W KILGORE RD
4221 E MILHAM AV

8302 PORTAGE RD

E KILGORE

OAKLAND DR

7206 S WESTNEDGE AV
6235 S WESTNEDGE AV
7211 OAKLAND DR

530 W KILGORE RD

950 TRADE CENTRE WA
1501 E MILHAM AV

6666 LOVERS LN

TYPE
SCHOOL
PARK
SCHOOL
SCHOOL
SCHOOL
ARCADE
SCHOOL
SCHOOL
ARCADE
SCHOOL
SCHOOL
SCHOOL
HIGHER ED
SCHOOL
SCHOOL

DISTANCE

I Excluded Areas for Primary Caregiver
/] Schools, Playgrounds etc.
I I City Boundary

> State Game Area

®

1in =0.67 miles

Date: 2/15/2016

34% of total dweIIi1ng units excluded.




[ORDINANCE FOR ADOPTION]
ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES
OF THE CITY OF PORTAGE, MICHIGAN
BY AMENDING SECTION 42-129 OF CHAPTER 42,
LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS

THE CITY OF PORTAGE ORDAINS:

That Section 42-129 of Chapter 42, Land Development Regulations, is hereby amended to add
Section 42-129(C) as follows:

Section 42-129. Home occupations.

A.
B.

C.

No change.
No change.

Medical Marihuana Home Occupation. A primary caregiver acting in compliance with
the General Rules of the Michigan Department of Community Health (“General
Rules”), the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act, P.A.2008, Initiated Law, MCL
333.26421, et. seq., (the “Act") and the requirements of this section, shall only be
allowed as a home occupation. The conditions and requirements contained in Section
42-129(A) and (B) (Passive and Active Home Occupations) shall not be applicable to
medical marihuana home occupations under this section and no permit under the
Portage Zoning Code is required for a medical marihuana home occupation. The Act
was passed by Michigan Voters through the initiative process. Both the summary of
the Act appearing on the ballot and the Act as a whole reflect an intent to create a
private and confidential patient/caregiver relationship to facilitate the lawful cultivation,
distribution and use of marihuana strictly for medical purposes. The Act does not
authorize the broad legalization of the cultivation, distribution or use of marihuana and
a reading that permits such broad legalization is inconsistent with the fundamental
intent of the Act read as a whole in context with generally applicable Michigan law. A
primary caregiver may assist only a qualifying patient to whom he or she is connected
through the Department of Community Health’s (“Department”) registration process for
the medical use of marihuana. The following requirements for a primary caregiver as
a home occupation shall apply:

1. A primary caregiver shall comply at all times-and in all circumstances with the
Act and the General Rules of the Department as they may be amended from
time to time.

2. The home occupation shall only be conducted in a dwelling unit (as defined by
the Zoning Code) where no more than one primary caregiver:

a. Cultivates up to the maximum number of marihuana plants
permitted by the Act (12 for each qualifying patient)

b. Possesses up to the maximum amount of marihuana permitted
by the Act (2.5 ounces for each qualifying patient), including any
incidental amounts of seed, stalks and unusable roots; and
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C. Assists no more than the maximum number of qualifying patients
permitted by the' Act (maximum of 5) who have been issued and
possess a registry identification card and who are connected with
the primary caregiver through the Department's registration
process for the medical use ‘of marihuana. Assistance to a
qualifying patient by someone other than his or her designated
primary caregiver is prohibited.

3. The following shall apply to a primary caregiver conducting a home occupation
under this section:

B

a. Considering the federal “Drug Free School Zone” requirements,
the home occupation shall not be located:

i Within five hundred (500) feet from the real property comprising
a public or private elementary, vocational or secondary school or a
public or private college, junior college or university, or a
playground, or housing facility owned by a public housing
authority; or

i, Within one hundred (100) feet of a public or private youth
center, public swimming pool, or video arcade facility.

b. Measurements for purposes of Section 3(a)(i) and (ii) above shall
be made from the property boundary of the zoning lot occupied by
the home occupation to the nearest point of the property occupied
by any of the uses listed above, using a straight line without
regard to intervening structures or objects. “Zoning lot" is defined
by Article 42, Section 42-112, Definitions, of the Portage Code of
Ordinances, as amended. A map showing the uses and facilities
listed in Section 3(a) above, as well as the protected areas, is
available for review in the Department of Community Development
at the Portage City Hall and on the City's website under the
Department of Community Development.

C. The distance provisions of this subsection do not apply to a
primary caregiver whose qualifying patient(s) (up to the
maximum permitted under the Act) are permanent residents of
the primary caregiver's household and whose residence is shared
with the primary caregiver.

If the primary caregiver is not an owner of the premises, nothing contained in
this section shall limit an owner of the premises from prohibiting the home
occupation on the premises occupied by the primary caregiver nor limit an
owner's right to pursue any private right of action allowed by law.

All medical marihuana plants shall be contained within the main residential
structure in an enclosed, locked facility inaccessible on all sides and equipped
with locks or other security devices that permit access only by the primary
caregiver or qualifying patient. The home occupation shall not be conducted in
an aftached or detached accessory building or structure.



10.

11:

12.

The home occupation shall be conducted consistent with the Portage Code of
Ordinances including but not limited to securing all building, electrical,
plumbing and mechanical permits for any portion of the residential structure in
which electrical wiring, lighting, and/or watering devices are located, installed or
modified that support the cultivation, growing or harvesting of marihuana,
compliance with Article 4, Chapter 24 Noise, Article 5, Chapter 24 Safety.
Sanitation and Health as well as Article 14, Chapter 42 Housing/Property
Maintenance Code.

If a room with windows is utilized as a marihuana growing location, any lighting
methods that exceed usual residential use between the hours of 11 p.m. and 6
a.m. shall employ shielding methods, without alteration to the exterior of the
residence, to prevent ambient light spillage that causes or creates a distraction
or nuisance to adjacent residential properties.

Qualifying patients may visit the site for the purposes permitted under the Act only
during the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. No more than 5 qualifying patients may
visit the site at any one time.

Off street parking provided for the home occupation shall be provided on an
improved driveway that fulfills the requirements of Article 5, Section 24-111,
Definitions, of the Portage Code of Ordinances, as amended. There shall be
no other vehicular parking other than the off street parking facilities normally
required for the residential use.

There shall be no sign of any nature identifying the home occupation and the
use of window displays are not permitted.

Nothing in this section, or in any companion regulatory provision adopted in
any other provision of this Code is intended to grant, nor shall they be
construed as granting, immunity from criminal prosecution for, growing, sale,
consumption, use, distribution, or possession of marihuana not in strict
compliance with the Act and the General Rules and this section. To this end, the
sale, distribution, cultivation, manufacture, possession, delivery or transfer of
marihuana to treat a qualifying patient shall only be conducted as a home
occupation, and shall not be permitted in any other zoning classification of this
Zoning Code. Also, since federal law is not affected by the Act or the General
Rules, nothing in this section, or in any companion regulatory provision
adopted in any other provision of this Code, is intended to grant, nor shall they
be construed as granting, immunity from criminal prosecution under federal law.
Neither this ordinance nor the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act protects users,
caregivers or the owners of properties on which the medical use of marihuana
is occurring from federal prosecution, or from having their property seized by
federal authorities under the Federal Controlled Substances Act.

Definitions. As used in this section:
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a. MARIHUANA

This term shall have the meaning given to it in Section 7601 of the
Michigan Public Health Code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.7106, as is
referred to in Section 3(d) of the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act,
PA 2008, Initiated Law, MCL 333.26423(d).

b. PRIMARY CAREGIVER

A person who is at least 21 years old who has agreed to assist with
a patient's medical use of marihuana, who has never been convicted
of a felony involving illegal drugs and who has been issued and
possesses a registry identification card.

c. QUALIFYING PATIENT

A person who has been diagnosed by a physician as having a
debilitating medical condition.

d. REGISTRY IDENTIFICATION CARD

A document issued by the Department that identifies a person as a
registered qualifying patient or a registered primary caregiver or a
document or its equivalent that is issued under the laws of another
state, district, territory, commonwealth, or insular possession of the
United States that allows the medical use of marihuana by a visiting
qualifying patient, or to allow a person to assist with a visiting
qualifying patient’s medical use of'marihuana.

FIRST READING: June 14, 2011
SECOND READING:  July 12, 2011
EFFECTIVE DATE: July 26, 2011

ORDINANCE NUMBER: 11-11 Am

Peter J. Str\%:-las, ‘{ayor
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CERTIFICATION

STATE OF MICHIGAN )
)SS
COUNTY OF KALAMAZOO )

|, James R. Hudson, do hereby certify that | am the duly appointed and acting City Clerk of the
City of Portage and that the foregoing Ordinance was adopted by the City of Portage on the
26th _day of July . 2011.

i 2 e

James R. Hudson, City Clerk

PREPARED BY:
Randall L. Brown (P34116)

Portage City Attorney Approved as tp form
1662 East Centre Avenue Date: Y27/l
Portage, Ml 49002 I “Hes
(269) 323-8812 City Attorney
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