
 

City Council 
 Meeting Summary 

 
 
 
 
 

August 14, 2012 
 
 

CHECK REGISTER 
♦ Approved the Check Register of August 14, 2012, as presented. 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
♦ Approved the Trade Centre Holdings, LLC, Conceptual Plan Amendment, 420 and 750 Trade Centre Way. 
 

REPORTS FROM THE ADMINISTRATION 
♦ Accepted the application for an industrial tax abatement for 1716 Vanderbilt Avenue; and adopted Resolution No. 1-12 

setting a public hearing on the expansion of Industrial Development District No. 55 for 1716 Vanderbilt Avenue on    
August 28, 2012. 

♦ Approved the Preliminary Plat of Oakland Farms North, subject to the conditions identified in the September 9, 2011 
Department of Community Development report. 

♦ Accepted for first reading an ordinance to amend the Codified Ordinances of the City of Portage to grant Centre Street 
Village II Limited Dividend Housing Association Limited Partnership a tax exemption, establish a payment in lieu of taxes 
for the Centre Street Village Apartments located at 2151 East Centre Avenue; and take final action on August 28, 2012. 

♦ Approved the Final Site Plan for Verizon Wireless (mono-pine), 8080 Oakland Drive. 
♦ Approved the expenditure for four police vehicle equipment retrofits by Emergency Vehicle Products, in an amount not to 

exceed $39,600.48, and authorized the City Manager to execute all documents related to this matter on behalf of the city. 
♦ Adopted the Resolution Designating Polling Places and Rate of Compensation for the November 6, 2012 General Election. 
 

COMMUNICATION 
♦ Received the request from Ms. Theresa Lockhart for a Resolution Against Fracking. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
♦ Accepted reconsideration of Rezoning Application #11-04 for first reading and set a public hearing for September 11, 

2012, at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as may be heard; and subsequent to the public hearing, consider approving 
Rezoning Application #11-04 and rezone 7932 Lakewood Drive, 707, 743, 775 and 903 East Centre Avenue, and the 
southern 264-feet of 801, 809, 815, 821 and 827 East Centre Avenue to OS-1, office service, with the northern 198-feet of 
801, 809, 815, 821 and 827 East Centre Avenue to remain zoned R-1A, one family residential. 

♦ Approved a change to the City Council Best Practices on Formation of City Council Committees and Responsibilities. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
♦ Requested that City Administration study multiple fundraiser donation boxes appearing on properties in Portage and report 

back to Council.  The report will include existing box locations, applicable regulations, ordinances and traffic flow 
concerns and staff recommendations. 

BID TABULATIONS 
♦ Accepted the low bid submitted by Interstate Sealant & Concrete of Waukesha, Wisconsin, in the amount of $27,720 for 

select major street asphalt crack sealing repairs and authorized the City Manager to execute all documents related to this 
action on behalf of the city.   

 
STATEMENTS OF CITIZENS 

♦ Elizabeth Chiaravalli, 412 Elm Street, Kalamazoo, stated that she would like to see City Council provide as much 
discussion and consideration on fracking as it provided to the topic of where City Council committees should meet or the 
presence of charitable donation boxes.  She then implored City Council to conduct a study of fracking just as it proposed a 
study of the charitable donation boxes. 

 
STATEMENTS OF CITY COUNCIL AND CITY MANAGER 

♦ Councilmember Urban reminded the community of the upcoming meeting of the Long Lake Governmental Lake Board.  
He stated that this meeting is to determine whether to continue forward with a weed management plan. 

♦ City Manager Evans reported that the Administration would be advertising for the Planning Commission vacancy.  Mayor 
Strazdas stated that a special meeting to interview the applicants for the vacancy would be determined at the August 28th 
City Council Meeting.    

♦ Mayor Pro Tem Reid informed the public that she had the honor of representing the Mayor and City Council at a recent 
Eagle Scout Court of Honor ceremony and expressed gratitude for being able to witness the leadership and dedication of 
the youth at the ceremony.  She also announced that the Arts Council has selected the Public Media Network for 
recognition for their contribution to arts in the community. 

♦ Mayor Strazdas shared that he recently attended the Great Lakes Center for Autism and Research and that we are blessed to 
have such a world-class facility in Portage.  He also shared that he recently attend an Eagle Scout Court of Honor for an 
individual who has struggled with autism and that he is proud to have such youth in the community. 

 
 

********** 
 

COMPLETE MINUTES OF EACH CITY COUNCIL MEETING ARE AVAILABLE ON THE CITY WEBSITE AT 
PORTAGEMI.GOV, IN CITY HALL AND IN THE DISTRICT LIBRARY.  MINUTES OF CITY BOARDS AND 

COMMISSIONS ARE AVAILABLE ON REQUEST FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS.   
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