
CITY OF PORTAGE HUMAN SERVICES BOARD 
Minutes of Meeting, January 22, 2015 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 6:33 p.m. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Diane Durian, Shawn Havens, Effie Kokkinos, Ray LaPoint, Sandra 
Sheppard, Amanda Woodin.   
 
MEMBERS EXCUSED: Elma (Pat) Maye, Nadeem Mirza, Edward Morgan, Sharat Kamath (Youth 
Advisory) 
  
STAFF PRESENT: Elizabeth Money, Neighborhood Program Specialist 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Durian moved and Haven supported approval of the January 8, 2015 
minutes as submitted. Motion passed 6-0. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
1. Public Hearing - Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program – Overview of 

Housing and Community Development Needs for Annual Action Plan update: Chair Sheppard 
opened the public hearing and staff provided an overview of the HUD planning and reporting 
requirements for CDBG program grantees, including completion of a Consolidated Plan update 
every five years (including an Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing study), an Annual 
Action Plan and grant application, and a Consolidated Annual Performance Evaluation Report.  
Staff provided a detailed overview of housing and community development needs included in 
the FY 2011-15 Consolidated Plan, key CDBG program activities, and performance measures 
from FY 2013-14.  In addition, an overview of the projected budget and timeline to develop the 
Annual Action Plan was reviewed.  A draft budget and Annual Action Plan would be prepared 
by mid-February, and a 30-day public comment period would follow with a public hearing on 
the plan in either late March or early April 2015. As no further comments from the Board and no 
public comments were received, the public hearing was closed. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
1. Memorandum regarding Human/Public Service funding, Human/Public Service Funding 

Application Booklet, and Evaluation Criteria Forms: Sheppard referenced the memo and 
highlighted funding amounts. Staff added that CDBG funds were still estimated as HUD had 
not provided an exact amount but that the program income had increased revenue due to loan 
repayments.  
 

2. FY 2015-16 Human/Public Service Funding Board application scores and ranking: Staff 
indicated that she had a conflict with the Kalamazoo Anti-Human Trafficking Coalition 
(serves as volunteer) and did not review/rank this application. The Board was provided a 
breakdown of individual member scores, the Board average scores, the Board ranking of 
applicants based on average scores, and staff ranking of applications. It was noted that the 
Board’s ranking and the staff ranking were closely aligned. The Board then discussed on the 
new application from the Kalamazoo Anti-Human Trafficking Coalition, a comparison of new 



applications verses programs that had been supported for years, what constituted basic human 
needs, how the application process had improved over the previous years due to recent 
changes to the application and scoring method, and how it could be altered to better address 
new applicants. A lengthy discussion took place on if there was enough information provided 
in the Kalamazoo Anti-Human Trafficking Coalition application and presentation to 
recommend funding and if funds should be awarded to educational programs verses programs 
that provide a direct service that addresses a basic need. The Board noted that this applicant 
ranked last and that the average score was significantly lower than the other applicants. The 
Board was unresolved if the Kalamazoo Anti-Human Trafficking Coalition met the criteria for 
funding. Sheppard made a motion, supported by LaPoint, to exclude the Kalamazoo Anti-
Human Trafficking Coalition from funding - with an aye vote providing funding and a nay 
vote indicating no funding would be provided. Upon roll call vote: Havens- aye, Sheppard – 
nay, Kokkinos – aye, Woodin – aye, Durian – nay, LaPoint – aye. Motion to exclude funding 
the Kalamazoo Anti-Human Trafficking Coalition failed. 
 
Woodin moved to accept the following rank for each applicant based on the Board’s average 
scores as provided, LaPoint supported: the rank/score for applicants is as follows – General 
Fund: 1) Portage Community Center/203, 2) YWCA/194, 3) Catholic Charities/177, 4) 
Housing Resources, Inc./176, 5) Gryphon Place/156, 6) Kalamazoo Anti-Human Trafficking 
Coalition/97; CDBG Fund 1) Portage Community Center/204. Motion passed 6-0. 

 
3. Kalamazoo Transit Authority LAC update – Maye: Maye was not present to provide an 

update.  
 

ADJOURNMENT: Woodin moved and Kokkinos supported adjournment of the meeting at 8:02. 
Motion passed 6-0.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Elizabeth Money, Neighborhood Program Specialist 
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